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THE EDITOR'S PREFACE'. 



^THE following Essays were first published by Dr. Cotton 
Mather, at Boston in New-England, in the year 1710. The de- 
sign of the author is thus expressed in his title-page, "Boxipa- 
cius. An Essay upon the Good that is to be devised and de- 
signed, by those who desire to answer the Great End of ' Life, 
and to Do Good while they live. A. Book offered, first, in gon- 
cral, unto all Christians, in a Personal Capacity, or in a Rela- 
tive : Then more particularly unto Magiatrate??, Ministers, Phy- 
siciatls^ Lawyers, School-masters, Gentlemen, Officers, Church- 
es, and unto all Societies of a religious character and intention l 
with humble Proposals of unexceptionable methods to Z>o Good 
in the world.^' 

In the present Edition, this title isabridgecT, and the Runnin!^* 
TitUy used by the author in the origiiial work, is substituted, 
Essays to bo Good, which the reader miiy uudsrstanJ to sig- 
nify, ^' Attempts to do good :"" which was probably the autVior's 
intention in the use of that phrase ; or, he may consider this 
little volume as composed of a set of Essays, on the noble sul ject 
of doing good in this present evil world. 

The various methods of doing good, hare proposed to the 
public, derive no small recommendation from the example of 
the excellent author, whose whole life was a practical com:nent 
on the subject, and who might have said to the readers of his' 
own days, ^' Be ye followers of mo." To th^ae who may not 
have had an opportunity to peruse his life, the following slight 
sketch of it may be acceptable. 

Dr. Cotton Mathar, who was born, Feb, 12, 1G']3, at Hoston, 
iw New-England, was honourably descende I from fa*iiili'''i 
whose eminent pioty, and sufferings for right'^oiisneifis* sakR, 
rendered them '•'- the excellent oi the earth," Dr. Increaso 
Mather, his father, was pastor of the North Church, in Boston, 
and President of Harvard College ; his mother was the daughtev 
oi the renowned Mr. John Cotton, a minister of exalted religion 
and uncommon learning. 

At 12 years of age, our author had attained a consIJerabln 
knowledge of Latin, Greek, and Hebrew ; he was admitted 
into the college at 16 ; at 13, took his first degree ; and before 
he was 19, proceeded Master of Arts. 

From his earliest years, he discovered a love to religion ; he 
prayed much in private, and constantlv read 15 chapters of the 
Bible in a day. At 14, he kept days of private fasting and 
prayer ; devoted a tenth of his liitle income to pious uses ; and 
at 16, became a member of the church. 

At this early period of life, he adopted it as a maxim, " that 
m power and an opportunity to do good, not only gives a right 
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to the doings of it, but makes the doing of it a duty.^^ On this 
maxim he determined to act, and continued to do so through- 
out his whole life. 

In the execution of this noble design, he began in his fath" 
9r^8 family, to do all the good in his power to his brothers, 
bis sisters, and the servants. He imposed on himself a rule, 
never to enter any company, where it was proper for him to 
speak, without endeavouring to be useful in it ; and in doin^ 
this, he found that promise fulfilled, '^ to him that lialh shall 
be given ;'' for on the faithful i\?iprovement of his taJents, his 
opportunities of usefulness were gradually increased, till he be- 
aarne a blessing to whole churches, towns, and countries. 

In the management of his very numerous affairs, he was a 
man of uncommon dispatch and activity; but he was obliged to 
improve every moment of his time ; and that he might not suf- 
fer by impertinent and tedious visitors, he wrote over his study- 
door in large letters, BE SHOUT. 

The writer of his life, Mr. Samuel Mather, his son, gives us 
the foHowiog specimen of his surptising activity, in the review 
of a single year ; in the course of which, he preached seventy- 
two jjublic sermons, and about half that number in private. 
Not a da}^ passed without some contrivance to do good, which 
he registered ; beside many, probably, not noticed in his diary. 
Not a day passed, without his being able to say at the close of 
it, that some pajt of his income had been distributed for pious 
purposes, lie prepared and published, in this year, about 14 
books i and k^pt 6"2 fasts, and 22 vigils. 

When he was about nineteen, he v*'as chosen, co-pastor "with 
liis father; from which time, till his death, he continued a la- 
borious, z2alou3, and useful minister of the glorious gospel. 
He continued also a close and dili:^ent student, acquiring a 
prodigious fund of the most valuable knowledge ; and that his 
usefulness might extend beyond the limits of his own countrj', 
he learned the French and Spanish laiiguages, and in his 45th 
ycsir took the pains to acquire a knowledge of the Indian (Iro- 
quois) tongue, in each of which he published useful treatises. 

The greatest genius in the world would have found it impos- 
sible to effect so much, without a sacred regard to method ; in 
this Dr. Mather was studiously exact. That all his pursuits 
might have their proper places, he used to propose to himself a 
certain question in the morning of every day, in the following 
order : 

SabhcUh morning. What shall I do, as a pastor of a church, 
for the good of the flock under my charge ? 

Monday, What shall I do in my family, and for the good 
of it ? 

Tuesday. What shall I do for my relations abroad ? 

Wedmsday. What shall I do for the churches of the Lord, 
and the more general interest of religion in tbe world ? 
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Tkufsday, What good may I do in the Boveral societies to 
which I belong ? 

Friday, What special subjects of affliction, and objects cf 
compassion, may I take under my particular care, and what 
shall I do for them ? 

Saturday, What more have I to do for the interest of God^ 
in my own heart and life ? 

By this careful observation of method, by the readiness of his 
invention, and his peculiar celerity in the dispatch of business, 
he was enabled not only to perform all the duties of the pasto- 
ral office, and to assist in the formation and support of numerotss 
societies, but also to compose an uncommon number of books. 
His biographer gives us a catalogue of no less than 382. Some 
of these were indeed small, but others were considerable in 
size, and some voluminous, particularly his famous work, 
" Magnalia Christi Americana,'' or "The Ecclesiastical History 
of New- England;" beside which, and other large treatises which 
he published, he made very copious preparations for his "Amer- 
ican Bible ;" in this great labour he was engaged for 50 years ; 
but we apprehend that it was never published.* 

In addition to his other engagements, he kept up a literary 
correspondence with eminent men in various countries, among 
whom were Mr. Waller, Dr. Chamberlain, Dr. Woodward, 
Dr. Jurin, Professor Frank, Lord Chancellor King, Dr. Whiston, 
Dr. Desaguliers, Sir Richard Blakemore, Dr. Watts, and many 
others. 

After a life of singular piety and activity, he was taken ill at 
ths cIosG of Dec. V727; when he felt ?». ?*rcr:g ■persL:?.5i'^'! tliat 
his sickness would be unto death, and told his physician so. 
The grand desire of his heart was, that "his own will might be 
entirely swallowed up in the will of God." At that time he 
had some things in hand, which he would gladly have lived to 
finish ; but, said he, " I desire to have no will of my own." 
When the physician intimated his apprehensions of the fatal is- 
sue of his disorder, hejmmediately said^ lifting up his hands and 
eyes, " Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven !" and, a 
few hours before his departure, said, " Now I have nothing 
more to do here; my will is entirely swallowed up in the will of 
God," He frequently expressed the good hope he enjoyed^ 
■ ■ .« ^ ■ •■■■.■■ 'I ' II ■ I II I II ■ » I I II ^ ,1- - I ^ 

* The Publishers of this Edition have ascertained, that "2%« 
Btblia ^mericana^^ was never published. It was too large ac 
work to print, at that time, in New-England. The dissenting 
ministers of London, who corresponded with Dr. Mather, were 
desirous to have it published on that side of the Atlantic, but 
did not succeed in gaining a subscription. 

The manuscript, written in a fair, legible hand, i» deposited 
in th« MatsachmttU HUtorical I/ibrary* 
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*Hhathe was going* to eat the bread and dr'mk the water of' 
life freely ; that all tears would be soon wiped from his eyes- ; 
that it was impossible he should be lost ; and that his views of 
the heavenly world were glorious." He had a hard cough, an 
asthma, * and fever ; yet he felt but little pain ; was favoured 
with sweet composure of mind ; and obtained an easy dismis- 
sion from the body : blessings which he had often prayed for 
with great fervency. He died Feb. 13, 1728, having just com- 
j^leted his 65tb year. 

Such a life, and such a death, will afford to the serious read- 
er a powerful recommendation of the following pages. The 
proposals for doing good, which they present, are not the idl& 
speculations of an ingenious theori3t, but the faithful transcript 
of a holy life. The author, by reducing them to practice, ba» 
demonstrated their practicability to others ; and encourages 
every individual reader, whatever be his share of capacity, or 
the sphere in which he moves, to believe that he may do sOme 
good in the world, if he be so disposed. 

The late celebrated Dr. Franklin, who, when a youth, had 
the privilege of being acquainted with Dr. Mather, considered 
himself under the greatest obligations to his instruction and 
examplfe ; and though we cannot conclude that Dr. Franklin 
concurred with him in his evangelical views, yet he was cer- 
tainly a philanthropist and a philosopher. The testimony, 
which he bore to the excellence of this little volume, will en- 
•hance its valu^ in the estimation of many of its readers. That 
renowned statesman infocms us, that all the good he ever did to 
his r.oufjtry, or to mwrji^irjM, he owed to a s^ttWiVhnok \\']~*iA:,n Itc 
acai.lentally met "vvith, entitled '• Essays to do Good.'' This 
little book, he studied with care and attention, laid- up the 
sentiments in his memory, and resolved, from that tinia, wiiiclv 
was in his early youth, that he would make doing good the 
great purpose and business of his life.* 
» ■ I 11 * I . ■ I III II I . ■ ii I _ 

* In a letter from Dr. Franklin to Dr. Mather, son of th« 
Author, dated Passy, (in France) Nov. 10, 1779, we have ths 
following paragraph. 

Referring to a paper of advice to the people of the United 
States, just published by Dr. M. he says, 

*' Such writings, though they may be lightly passed over by 
snany readers, yet, if they make a deep impression on one ac- 
tive mind in a hundred, the effects may be considerable. 

" Permit me to mention one little instance, which, though it 
relates to myself, will not be quite uninteresting to you. 
When I was- a boy, I met with a book, entitled " Essays to do 
Good," which I think was written by your father. It had been 
•o little regarded; by its former possessor, that several leaves of 
it were torn out ; but the remainder gave me such a turn of 
ti^inking, as to have an influence on my conduct through life ; 
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m&ose wbo are acquainted -with the style of Dr. Mather wifl 
readily allow that some alterations were necessary to render it 
^a^reeable to a modern reader. .The Editor was obligped ta 
chang^e many quaint and 6bsoIete words and phrases, for others 
-more intelligible and pleasant : the Latin sentences were trani-* 
lated by a learned friend,* and the whole adapted to more 
{;eneral usefailness. 

The Editor only adds, that it will afford peculiar delight te 
the benevolent reader to find, as he peruses the following pag^eSf 
that many of -tho^e. public schemes of usefulness, which were 
projected by the author, a century ago,^ have, within these few 
years, been recommended, adopted and carried into effect in 
this free and happy country ; and every year gladdens our 
hearts with the establishment of some new Institution ; some 
new '' Essuy to do good." May the God of all goodness smile 
on every attempt to promote his glory, by promoting the happi- 
ness of his creatures ! Much yet remains to ^e done ; and 
should the perusal of this little volume tend to raise the holy 
ilame of benevolent zeal in the'hearts^of Sincere Christians, or 
wisely direct its operations, it 'will afford a rich recompense for 
the labour of 

THE EDITOR. 

London^ April 27, 1807. 

II III!-- I 111 turn — iiiu. 

for I have always set a greater value on the character of a do- 
er of good, than any other kind of reputation ; and if I have 
been, as you seem to think, a useful citizen, the public owes 
the advantage of it to that book." 

Dr. Franklin's Works, voU ui. p. 478« 

* Note. — In the present Edition the Iran stations are general- 
ly inserted in the text, and the Latin j)xes$rved in the marginal 
, notes. 



PREFACE. 

AMONG the many customs of the world, witb 
which it is almost necessary to comply, this is one. 
That a hook must not appear without a Preface : and 
this little hook willingly suhmits to the customary cere* 
Inony. It comes with a Preface : however, it shall 
not he one like the gates of Hindus. But there is a 
greater difficulty in complying with another usage, 
that of " An Epistle Dedicatory." Dedications are 
hecome such foolish and fulsome adulations, that 
tliey are almost useless : Frequently they answer no 
other purpose than to furnish the critics on " The 
Manners of the Age" with matter of ridicule. The 
excellent Mr. Boyle employed but a just expression 
in saying, ^' It is almost as much out of fashion in 
such addresses to omit giving praises, (I may say, 
unjust ones) as it is to believe the praises given on 
such occasions." Sometimes the authors themselves 
live to see their own mistakes, and acknowledge them. 
Austin makes the flourishes which he had once 
used in a " Dedication," an article of his " Retracta- 
tions ;" and Calvin revokes a dedication, because he 
finds he had made it to an unworthy person. I may 
add, that at other times, every one perceives what the 
authors aim at, and that, in fact, they write for them- 
selves while they flatter other men. Another course 
must now he steered. 

If a hook of Essays to do Good were to be dedica- 
ted to a person of quality, it should seek a patron wh^ 
is a true man of honour, and of uncommon goodness. 
Thy patron, O Book of Benefits to the World, should 
be a general and generous benefactor to mankind, one 
who never accounts himself so well advanced, as in 
stooping to do good, one whose highest ambition is to 
abound in serviceable condescensions ; a stranger to 
the gain of oppression, the common refuge of the op- 
pressed and the, distressed ; one who will know noth- 



iiig tbat is base, a lover of all g^ood men, iq all per- 
suasions ; able to distinguish them, and loving them 
without any distinction. Let birti also be obe who has 
nobly stripped himself of emohiments and advantages, 
when they would have encumbered. his opportunities 
to sei»ve his country. Yea, presume upon one who 
has governed and adorned the greatest city on the 
face jof the earth, and so much " the delight" of that 
citj, as well as of the rest of mankind, that she shall 
never account her honour or welfare better consulted, 
than when he appenrs for her as a representative in 
the most illustrious assembly ia the world. 

In one word, a public spirit. Let him therefore, 
and on more than all these accounts, be 

SIR WILLIAM ASHHURST. 

For as of old the poet observed on mentioning the 
name of " Plutarch," that the echo answered " Philos- 
ophy :" Sow now, ▲ public spirit will immediately be 
the echo in the sense of all men, and with a repetition 
more frequ€nt than that at Pont-Ghareton, if the name 
of Sir William Ashhurst once be mentioned. He 
It is whom the confession of, all men brings into the 
catalogue with Abraham and Joseph, and those other 
ancient blessings, who are thus excellently described 
by Grolius : '^ Men born to serve manldnd, who 
reckon it their greatest gain to have it in their power 
to do gpod."* Amerilrrf afar off, also knows him ; the 
Americt^n colonies have their eye on the efforts of bis 
goodness for them. Nations of christianised Indians 
likewise pray for him, as their governor. To him, 
the design of such a book will be acceptable, whatever 
may be the defective manner of treating its noble sub- 
ject. To him it wishes that all the blessings of those 
who devise good, may be forever multiplied. 

I will presume to do something that will carry a 
tfwefet harmony with one of the chief methods to be 
observed in prosecuting the design of this book ;- 
which is, for " brethren to dwell together in unity,'* 
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* Homines demerendis homiDibus iiati, qui omnem benefidtl' 
cpUocaadi occasiooem ponebant in lucro. 



and carry on .CTery good design with united ehdeaT- 
ovtrs, 

'They TviH pardon me, if I take leave to join with 
liim, In the testimonies of our great esteem, for au 
honourable disposition to love good men, and to do 
good in the world, his excelleat ,brptker-in-law, tLe 
w e 1 1- k n o>v^a name of a 

JOSEPFI THOMPSON, 

who has long been valued, and shall always be remem- 
bered, in the country where this book is published. 
God will be glorified far the piety which adorns bira^ 
and the " pure religion," »which, in the midst of the 
world and of temptations from it, keeps him so " uii- 
f potted from the world." It was the maxim of a Pa- 
gan Asdrubal inLivy, "Men distinguished by their 
prosperity are seldom distinguished for virtue."* Chris^ 
tianity will in this gentleman give to the world an happy 
•experiment, that the maxim is capable of a confutation. 
Because a book of" Essays to do Good" .will doubt- 
less be T\cceptable to one of so good a -mind ; and the 
treasurer of a corporation formed en the intention to 
do in America that good which is of all the greatest, 
of which Sir William Aahhurst is the governor, he al- 
so has a part in the humble tender of it; and it must 
wish unto him " all the blessings of goodness." 

The book now requires that some account be given 
of it. It was a passage in the speech of an envoy 
from his Britaoic majesty to the duke of Branden- 
burgh, some years ago ; '^ A capacity to dogrod, not 
only gives a title to it, but also makes the doing of it 
■ft duty." Ink' ^vere too vile a liquor to write that 
])assage. Letters of gold were too mean to be the 
preservers of it^ Paper of Amyanthus t would not 
ie precious and perennous enough to perpetuate it. 

* Raro simiil homirubus, bona fortuna bonaque mens datur. 

4 .Amyanthus or Asbes^tos, a sort of native fossil stone 
which may be split into threads, and made into doth or paper. 
At h not injured by the fire. Piiuy says he has seen napkins 
made of it thrown into the fire after a feast, and by that means 
better secured thaq if they had been washed in water. 

See Encyclop. Brit. 



PIlEFACt:.- ft 

To be brief, Reader, the book now In thy hands, i» 
nothing but nn illustration of that memorable sen- 
tence. As gold is capable of a v\oodertul dilatation ^ 
(experimen.t hn3 told us it may be so dilated, that th« 
hundred thoa3andtb pare of a grain may be visible 
uithout a microscope) this ^ golden sentence^' may 
be as much extended : no man can say how muchv 
This book is but a beating upon it. And at the same 
ti^e it is a commentary on that inspired maxim, '^ As 
we have opportunitj', let uj* do good unto- all men.-' 
Gal. vi. lOi Eve.^y proposal here made upon it- 
hopes to be able to say, "When I am tried, t shall 
come forth as jg^old.'' 

I am well a;irafe' t:iat all dn rules of discretion and 
behaviour are included in that one word, mo Usly. 
But it will be no breach of mod.^aty to be very posi- 
tive in asserting, That the only wisdom of mdn lias 
in conversing with the g.*eat G^>d, and hi?? gtonoU'* 
Christ ; and in engagin\if a^ many others a< we can to 
join with us in this our hK^ssedness ; thereby promol- 
inx his kin;2:d()m ainanir'the children of moii : mid in 
Studying to do good to all about U3 ; to be blessings 
in our several relations ; to heal the disorders, and 
help the distresses of a miserable world, as fai as ever 
ue can extend our influence. It will be no trespass 
upon the rules of modestj^, with all jjosslble asjiurance 
to assert, that no man begins to be wise till he com;^ 
to ma'.ie this^ the main purpose nnd pleasure of his 
life : yea, that every man will at some lime or oth ^r 
be so, wise as to own, that every thing without this is 
but folly ; though, alas! most men come to that con- 
ckision too late. 

Millions of men, in- every rank, besides those whose 
c'tjing ihdughts are collected in "The Fair Warning4 
to a careless World," have at length declared their 
conviction of it It will be no inrimodesiy in me to 
fr\', that the man v»'ho is not salis^fied of the wisdom of 
making it the work of his life to do good, is ahvaj^s to 
be noticed with the pity due to an ideot. No first 
l»rinciples arc more peremptorily to be a(!hefed unto. 
Or, do but grant " A judgment to come,*' and my ai> 
Kertica is ^recently victorious. 
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Twill not be immodest, and yet I will boldlj saj, 
The m4)n is worse than a Pag-an, who will not come 
into this notion of things, ^' Vir bonus est commane 
bonnm ;"* and " Vivit is qui multis est usui ;" and 
^'Utilitate hominuqa, nil debet esse homini antiqiiius.^' 
<^ None but a good man is really a linng xnstn; and 
the more good any man does, the more he really 
lives." Ali the rest is death; or belongs to it. Yea, 
you inust excuse meiflsny, the Mahometan* also, 
shall condemn themaa who comes not into the princi- 
ples of this book ; tor I think it occurs no less than 
.Ihree times in the Koran ; "God loves those that are 
jinclined to do good/' 

J For this way of living, if we are fallen into a genera- 
tion, wherein men will cry, (Sotah !) " He is « foo!," 
that practices it as the Riihbins foretel it will be in 
the generation wherein the Messiah com^s ; yet there 
will be a wiser generation, and " wisdom will be 
justified fjfhcr children.'^ Among the Jews there has 
been an t'zra, vvho!?e head they cnlled "The throne 
of wisdom." Among the Greeks there has been a 
Deraocritu«, who was called Sophia in the abstract, 
•rhe latternges knew a Gildws, who wore the surname 
j of Sapiens: but it is the man whose temper and in* 
J tent it is ''' to do goo I," that is the wise man after all, 
And indeed, had a man the hands of a Briareus, they 
would ail be too few to do good ; he might find occa- 
sions to call for more thnn all of them. The English 
nation bad once a sect of men called " Bons hommes,'* 
or "Good men." The ambition of this book is to re- 
vive and enlarge a sect thrit may claim that name; 
yen, to solicit that it may extend beyond the bounds 
of a sect, 'by the coming of all men into it 

Of all the "trees in the garden of God,^' which is 
there that envies not the Palm-tree, out of which 
alone, as Plotarch informs us, the Babylonians d'^rived 
more than three hundred commodities ? Or the Cocoa- 
tree, so henelicial to man, that a vesj^el may be built, 
nnd rfgg«d, and freighted, and victualled from that 
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ftlone ? To plant such " trees of righteousness," ond 
prune them, is the object of the book now before us. 

The mea who devise good, will now give me leave 
to remind them of a few things, by which they may be 
a little fortided for their grand intention ; for, Sir^, 
you ace to pass between ^'Bozez" (or dirty,) and 
**■ Seneh," (or thorny) and encounter an host of thing? 
worse than Philistines, in your undertaking. 

Misconstruction' is one thing against which you 
will do well to furnish yourselves with the armour 
both of prudence and of patience ; prudence to pre- 
vent it, patience to endure it. You will unavoidably 
be put upon doing many good things, which other 
people will see but at a distance, and be unacquainte<l 
with the motives and methods of your doing them; 
yea, they may imagine their own purposes crossed in 
what you do ; and this will expose you to their cen- 
sures. Yet more particularly.. In your essays to do 
good, you may happen to be concerned with persons 
whose power is greater than their virtue. It may be 
needful as well as lawful, for you to mollify them with 
ack.iowledgements of those things in them, which may 
render them honourable or considerable : and forbear 
to take notice, at present, of what may be culpable, 
in this you may aim at nothing, but merely to be 
more able to do them good ; or, by their means, to do. 
good to others: and yet^ if you are not very cautious, 
lliis your civility may be construed to your dlisadvan- 
tage: especially if you find yourselves obliged either 
to change your opinion of the persons, or to tax any 
miscarriage in them. The injustice of the censures 
npon you, may be much as if Paul, rebuking Felix for 
bis unrighteousness and unchastity, should hav£ been 
reproached with his inconsistency in having so lately 
complimented him on his accomplishments and ac- 
quaintance with the affairs of his nation. But you 
must not be uneasy if you should be thus unjustly 
treated. Jerom had written highly of Origen, as a 
man of bright endowments; at another time he wrote 
as severely against some things that he was (perhaps 
unjustly) accused of. They charged Jerom with^levi~ 
tj, yea, with falsehood : but he despised the calumny, 
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and replied, ^^ I did commeod what 1 thonght wsU 
great in him ; and now 1 condemn what I find to be 
evil in him.'' Where is the contradiction? I say, be 
£;iutioud ; but I say ajg^ain, be not uneasy. 

What 1 add, is, that you must be above ail discour- 
agements. Look for then), and with a magnatkimoas 
courage overlook them. 

Some have observed, thai the most concealed, snd 
yet the most violent of all ouv. passions, is, osaally, 
that of idleness. It lays adamantine chains of death 
and of darkness upon us. It holds in chains, that can- 
not be shaken off, all our other inclinations, bo«rever 
impetuous. That no more mischief is done in the 
world is owing in great measure to* a s|»oataneous 
lassitude on the minds of men, as weil as that oo more 
good is ejected by them. A Pharaoh will do us no 
wrong if h« tell us, "Ye are idle, ye are idle l** We 
hare usually more strength to do good, than we have 
inclination to employ it. Sirs, ^ Be up and be do- 
ing!" It is, surely, too soon for an "Hie situs es^t."* 

If jou meet with vile ingratitude from those whom 
you have laid under the most weighty obligations ; do 
»ot wonder at it. into sbch a state of turpitude is 
ma^ fallen^ that he would bear any weight rather than 
that of obligation. Men will acktiowledge small obli- 
rgtfUJons '; but return wonderful malice for such as are 
cxtrftiHftiwary. They will rende^ it a dsiRgerous thing 
to be vei^ charitable and benelicent. Communities 
will do it asv.fFeli as indinduals. Excess of desert 
turns at leoa^th into a kind 6f demerit. Men will 
'Sooner i'orgive great iojuries than great services, iie 
that built a matchJess castle for the Poles, for his re- 
ward, had, bis eyes pitt out, that ke might pot build 
such another^ Such Xiiings are enough to make one 
«ick of (he world ; but, my friend, they should not 
make thee sick of essays to do good ia the worid. A 
conformity to thy Saviour, atid a communion with 
liim, will be suffi':i«nt to carry thef. t<l>roug^ all ! 

it will be impossible to avoid icifw, "For a right 
work,*' and for a good one, aod espeoially if a mati do 

♦ Mert fSes interred, 
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many SQch, ^^ lie shall be envied of his neighbour.^ 
It is almost incredible what power there irin the pride 
of meji to produce detraction ! pride, working in a 
^ort of impatience, that any man should be, or do 
Qore than themselves. ^^ The minds of men,^' as one 
ays, ^^ hare got the vapours ; a sweet report of any 
one throws them into >convulsions ; a foul one re- 
freshes them." You must bear all the outrage of it ; 
and there is but one sort of revenge to be allowed you. 
^^ There is net any revenge more heroicai, than that 
which torments envy, by doing good.'' 

It is a surprising passage^ which a late French au- 
thor ha#i given us ; ^^ That a man of great merit Is a 
kind of public enemy. An^ that hy engrossing a 
multitude of applauses, which would serve to gratify a 
great many others, he cannet but be envied ; and that 
men naturally hate, what they highly esteem, yet can 
not love.'' But my readers, let us not be surprised 
at it You have read, who suffered the ostracism at 
Athens ; and what a pretty reason the country fellow 
offered why he gave his voice for the banishment of 
Aristides^ ^^ Because he was every where always 
called The Just :^ and for what reason the Ephori 
laid a fine oa Agesilaus; ^Beeause he possessed, 
above all other men, the hearts of the Lacedaemonians." 
Y6n have read the reason why the Epbesians expelled 
the best of their citizens;^] f any are determined to excel 
their neighbours, let them find another place to do it."* 
You have read that he, who conquered Hannibal, saw 
it necessary to retire from Rome, that the merit of 
others might be more noticed. My authors tell me, 
that, ^^ At all times nothing, has been more dangerous 
among men than too illustrious a degree oil merit.^' 
But, my reader^, the terror of this envy must not in- 
timidate you. I must press you to do good, and be so 
far from aft'ighted at it, yon shall rather be generous- 
ly delighted with the most envious deplumations. 

I wish I may prove a false prophet when I foretel 
one discouragement more which you will 'have to 

^JSTemo de nMs uniis exc^U^i ^ std $i qui$ exiittrky 
idlo in locoy ei apud alios sit 
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cpnteaii with ; I mean— derhio^n. AtiJ praj lei not 
my predictioa be derldeJ. It was long since uoteJ^ 

For riJlcule shall frequently prevail, 

And cut lae kuot when graver reasons fail*. Francis. 

It is a thing of late started, that the way of banter and 
ridicule, or, the "Bartholoraew-Fair-method," as they 
call it, is a more effectual way to discourage all good- 
ness, and put it out of countenauce, than tire and fag- 
got. No cruelties are so insupportable to humanity 
as " cruel mockings." It is extremely probable that 
the devil being somewhat chained up^ in several 
places, from other ways of persecution,' will more than* 
ever apply himself to this. Essays to do good shall 
be derided with all the art and wit that he can inspira 
into his Jannzaries : fa yani-cheer, or, a new order^ 
the grand seignior of hell has instituted.) Exquisite 
profaneness and buffoonery shall try their skill to 
laugh people out of them. The men^ who abound ia 
them shall be exposed on the stage ; libels, and lam- 
poons, and satires, the most poignant that ever were 
invented, shall be darted at them ; and pan^phlets full 
of lying stories be scattered, with a design to make 
them xidiculous. ^'In this th« devil may be discovered 
at wo.rk."t The devil will try whether the fear of be- 
ing laughed at will not s^care a zeal to do goo<l out 
of the world. ^'But let this rather increase your bold- 
ness andzeal."! isirs, "Despise the shame," whatever 
'^contradiction of sinners?' you meet with ; you know 
what example did so before you. " Quit you like 
men, be strong :" you know who gives you the di- 
rection. Say with resolution, "The proud have had 
me greatly in derision, yet have nat i declined to do 
as much good as I could 1" If you should arrive to a 
share in such sufferingi, I will humbly " shew you 
mine opinion" about the best conduct under them : it 
is, neglect and contempt. I have a whole university 

on my side ; the university cf Hehnstadt, upon a late 
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* Ridiculum acri fortius ei melius magnas plerumque 
tecat reSf 

t Hie S€ aperit diaholus ! 
{ Sed in contra audcntior iio. 



abase offered to it, had this noble passage In a declara-^ 
tioD ; ^^Resolved, that we use no other remedy in thi« 
affair, than a generous silence and a holy cuntempU"* 
Go on to do good; and -' Go well, comely in your go*^ 
ing'^'^ like the noble creature, which ^^urneth not 
away for any.'* A life spent in industrious essays to 

f do good will be yonr powerful and perpetual vindicai- 
tion. It will give you such a welKestablished interest 
in the minds where conscience is consulted, that a few 
squibblngr, silly, impotent accusations, will never be 
able to extinguish it. If they ridicule you in their 
printed excursions, your name will be so oiled that 
ink will not adhere to it. 1 remember that Valerian- 
us Magnus being abused by a Jesuit, who had Laboured 
(by a "modest inquiry," you may be sure!) to make 
him ridiculous*, made no other defence, but only ofi 
every stroke adjoined, " Mentiris impndentissime !" 
" It is a most impudent lie !" And such an answer 
might very truly be given to every line of some stories 
that I have seen elsewhere brewed by another, who \% 
no Jesuit. But even so much answer to their folly Is 

' too much notice of it. It is well observed that " The 
contempt of such discoi]i*ses discredits them, and takes 
away the pleasure from those that make them..'' And 
it is another observation, " That when they of whotii 
we have heard very ill, are yet found upon trial to be 
very good, we naturally conclude that they have a 
merit which is troublesome to some other people.'* 
The rule then is, be very good ; yea, do very mueh 
good ^ and cast a generous disdain upon contumelies ; 
the great remedy against them: If you want a pat-» 
tern, 1 can give you an imperial one; it was Vespa- 
sian, who, when a person spake evil of him, said, 
*' While I do nothing that merits reproach, these lies 
give me no uneasiness.''! And i am deceived if it be; 
not an easy thing to be as honest a man as a Vespasian \ 
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* Vinumfuit^ non aliorernedio^ qimm generoso sihntio 
et pio coniemptu^ utendum nobis esse* 

i Ego^ cum nihil faciam dignum propter quod qonium^t 
lia^ oMciar mendg(.cia n^il jptir^, 
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Sirs ! An unfiuntlog resolution to do good, and* mf' 
HBwearied weJUdoing, is that whicli is now nrg-ed 
ijpon you. And may this little book be so happy, as 
&€rein to perform the oSice of a monitor to the- 
reader. 

I do not find that i ba-ve spent so many weeks in- 
eomposioijp the book, a* Dascarte?,. thou«^h a profound' 
pCeometrican.^ spent in studying* the solution of one 
g^eometrlcal question : yet the composure has exceed- 
ed the limits which 1 intended ; and tliere is not a 
single proposal in it, which would not, if well pursued,.. 
afford a more solid and durable s.ilisfaction to the 
mind, than the solution of all the problems in Euclid, 
or in Pappus. It is a vanity in writer's to compliment 
the readers with, ** I am sorry it is no better/' In- 
stead of winch, i freely tcU m}'^ readers, *' 1 htivo 
written what is not unworthy of their perusiil." if I 
did not think so, truly, I would not publish il : for no- 
man living has demanded it of me ; it is not publish- 
ed *^to gratify the importunity cf friends," as your 
authors are used to say ; but it is to uso irnportuiiity 
witb others, in a point, on which I thouglit tliey needejJ 
it. And i will venture to sav, there is not one wbiai^ 
sey in all my proposals. 1 propose no object con* 
corning which the conscionce of every good ipan will 
not say, "it were well if it could he accomplished.'" 
That writer was in the right who saiv!, ^' i cannot 
under.itand how an}^ hone«it man^ cm print a boo':,. 
and yet profess th;it he lhin!\S none wiii be the wiser 
or better for the reading it." Indeed I own that my 
subject is worthy to bo much better treated ; and my 
manner of treating it is not such ab to emholdcn njo, 
to affix my name to it, as the famous paimer Titian 
did to his pieces, with, a double /ec?'^ />cit.^ as much 
as to say, " Very wei] done !'' and I must have utterly 
suppressed it, had I been' of the same humour with 
Cimabus, another famous painter, who, if himself or 
any otlier detected the le:.st fault in his pieces, would 
utterly destroy them, though he had bestowed a- 
twelve-months pains upon them. Yet 1 will venlure 
to say, the book is full of reascaable andsenicealla* 
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ithlngs ; and it would be well for i^ if such thingfs were 
•regarded ; and I have done well to propose them. 

Who the author is, there is no need of enquirinsf. 
^cils will be unavoidably Jinown fn the vicinity : but 
his writing without a name (as well as not for one,) 
will conceal it from most of those to whom the boek 
may come. And the concealment of bis name, he 
apprehends, may be of some use to the hook ; for 
«ow, not wko^ but what .J is the only thing (o be' con- 
sidered.* 

It was vanity in one author, and there may be toe 
many guilty of the like, to demand, "Ubi.mea legia, 
me agnosce." in plain, unblui^hing' Eng-lish, " Rea- 
der, whatever you do, account the author somebody .'' 
But, 1 pray, Sir, who areyo?/, that mankind should be 
at ail concerned alwutyou? He was almost as great a 
.man as any ecclestiasticaJ preferments could make him, 
who yet would not have so much ashis«ame in his 
epitaph; he would only h^ve, "Here lies a shadow- 
ashes— nothing :"t There shall be no other name on 
this composure^ *'Here is a book written, or rather at- 
tempted, by one who is a shadow— -ashes — nobody."^ 

However, he is very strongly persuaded, that there 
is a day very near at hand when books, of such a 
•tendency as this, will be the most welcome things 
Imaginable to many thousands of readers,^ end have 
more than one edition. Yea, great will be the army 
of them that publish them ! M.DCCXVL is coming. 

A vast variety of new ways to 3o good will be in- 
vented ; " Paths" which no fowl of the best flight at 
noble designs has yet known; and which the vulture's 

* This treatise was originally published without the name (tf 
-the author. 

t Hic jacet, umbra, ciais, nihil. 

:^ Hie scribit (vel scripturire studet et audet) uiribra, cioii 
nihil. 

^ The day is come. We have the happiness to lire in an 
age and in a country, wherein schemes of usefulness are no^ 
only proposed and accepted, but executed. What the author^! 
expectations were pf the year 1716 are not iicoown to the 
£dxtor. 



most piercings eye has not yet seen ; and where the 
lions of the strongest resolution hare never passed. 

In the mean time, North Britain will be distin- 
guished (pardon me, if I use the term, Goshenized,) 
by irradiations from heaven upon it, of such a tenden- 
cy. There will be found a set of excellent naen in 
that reformed and renowned church of Scotland, with 
whom the most refined and extensive essays to do 
good will become so natural, that the Whole world will 
fare the better for tbem^ To these^ this book is hum- 
bly presented by a great admirer of the good things 
daily doing among them ; as knowing, that if bo 
where else, yet among them, it will find some recep 
tioo ; they will ^^not be forgetful to entertain such a 
stranger 1" 

The censure of "writing too much," (though he 
should go as far as Terentianus Carthaginensis telis 
iHl Varro did,) be accounts not worth answering. 
And pray, why not alscf " preaching too much ?" But 
Erasmus, who wrote more, has furnished him with an 
answer, which is all that he ever intends to give ,' 
*^ Accusant quod nimium ; fecerim ; conscientia niea 
me accusat, quod minus fecerim, quodqqe lentior fue- 
riro." In plain English, The censure of others up- 
braids roe that I have done so much ; my own con- 
science condems me that I have done so little : the 
good God forgive my slothfulnes»i 
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MUCH occAsiorr for doing good. 

SUCH glorious things are spoken in the oracles of 
God, concerning them who devise good, that a book 
OP GOOD DEVICES may reasonably demand attention 
and acceptance from those who have any impressions 
of the most reasonable religion upon them. I am 
deyising such a book ; but at the same time offering 
a sorrowful demonstration, that if men woulrl set 
themselves to devise good, a world of good might be 
done more than is now done, in this " present evil 
world." Much is requisite to be done that the great 
God and his Christ may be more known and served 
in the world ; and that the errors which prevent men 
from glorifying their Creator and Redeemer may be 
rectified. Much is necessary tp be done that the evil 
manners of the world, by which men are drowned in 
perdition, may be reformed ; and mankind rescued 
from the epidemical corruption which has overwhelm- 
ed it. Much must be done that the miseries of the 
world may have suitable remedies provided for them ; 
and that the wretched may be relieved and comforted. 
The world contains, it is supposed, about a thousand 
millions of inhabitants. What an ample field do 
these afford, for doing good »- In a word, the king- 
dom of God In the world calls for innumerable ser- 
vices from U8, To do such things is to do good. 
Those men devise good, who form plans which have 
such a tendency, whether the objects be of a temporal 
or spiritual nature. You see the general matter, ap- 
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pearing as yet bat a chaos, which is te be wrought 
upoD. O ! that the good Spirit of God may nowr fall 
upon us, and carry on the glorious work which lies 
hefore us ! 



THE BXCEIXENCB OF WELL-DOlffO. 

It may be presumed that my readers will readily ad- 
mit, that it is an excellent thing to be full of devices to 
bring about such noble designs. For aay man to deride 
or despise my proposal, " That we resolve and. study 
to do as much good in the world as we can,'^ would be 
the mark of so black a character, that I am almost un- 
willing to suppose its existence* Let no man pre- 
tend to the name of a Christian, who does not approre 
the proposal of a perpetual endeavour to do good in 
the world. What pretension can such a man have 
to be a follower of the Good One f The primitive 
Christians gladly accepted and improved the name, 
when the Pagans,, by a mistake,- styled them Chris- 
tians ; because it signified, useful ones. The Chris- 
tians, who have no ambition to be such, shall be con- 
demned by the Pagans ; among wh(»B it was^ a title 
of the highest honour to be termed, ''a Benefactor :** 
To have done good, was accounted honourable. Tite 
philosopher being asked, Why every one desired to 
gaze on a fair object, answered, that it was the ques* 
tion of a blind man. If any man ask. Why it is so 
necessary to do good ? I must say, it sounds not 
like the question of a good man. The " spiritual 
taste" of every good man will give him an unspeak- 
able relish for it. Yea, unworthy to be deemed a 
man, is he, who is not for dbiti^ good sunong men. 
An enemy to the proposal, ^^ that mankind may be 
the better for us," deserves to be reckoned litHe bet- 
ter than a common enemy oi mankind. How co- 
gently do 1 bespeak a good reception of what Is now 
designed ^ I produce not only religion, but even hu- 
manity itself, as full of a ""fiery indignation against 
the adversaries" of the design. Excuse me, Sirs ,- I 
declare, that if I could have my choice, 1 would never 



ejht «r 4rink, or walk, with such a one, as ]<mg as I 
IiT<^ ; or look on him ad any other than one bj whom 
hntnanity itself is debased and blemished. A rery 
wick«d writer has yet found himself compelled, by 
tke force of reason, to publish this confession : ^^ To 
love ihe puMic ; to sttidy the universal good ; and to 
pirottiot^ the i&terest of the whole world, at far as it 
IS hi our power, is surely the highest goodness^ 
axf^ constitutes that temper, which we call divine.^^ 
AAd he proceedS"-^^' Is doing good for the sake of 
giory 190 dtviw .^' (alas ! too much human /) ^'or, is 
it tiot mor« divine to do good, even where it may b6 
thought inglorious ; even to the ungrateful, and to 
those Who are wholly insensible of the good they re- 
ceive ?" A man must be far gone in wickedness, 
who will open his mouth against such maxims and 
actions ! A better pen has^ remarked it ; yea, tho 
man must be mu^'S^ stranger to history, who has not 
tnade the remark : ^^To speak truth, and to do good, 
were, in the esteem even of the heathen world, most 
God-like qualities." God forbid, that there should 
be any abatement of esteem for those qualitfes in the 
ChHstian world ! 



THE REWARD OF WELL-DOIKG, 

I WILL not yet propose the Reward of well do- 
ing, and the glorious things which the mercy and 
truth of God will perform for those who devise good; 
because I would have to do with such as esteem it 
a sufficient reward to itself. I will suppose my read- 
ers to be possessed of that ingenuous temper, which 
will induce them to account themselves well reward- 
ed in the thing itself, if God will permit them to do 
good in the world. It is an invaluable honour to do 
good ; it i« an incomparable pleasure. A man must 
look upon himself as dignified and gratified by God, 
when an opportunity to do good is put into his hands. 
He must embrace it with rapture, as enabling him to 
answer the great end of his being* He must manage 
it with rapturous delight, a^ ^ most suitable business, 
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as a most precious privilege. He mtist *' sing: im 
those ways of the Lord," wherein he cannot hot find 
himself while he is doing good. As the saint of old 
sweetly sang, ^ I was glad when they said unto me, 
let us go into the house of the Lord ;" so ought we 
to be glad when any opportunity of doing good is pre- 
sented to us. We should need no arguments to in- 
cline us to entertain the offer ; but should naturally 
fly Into the matter, as most agreeable to that '^divine 
nature" of which we are made partakers. It* should 
gratify us wonderfully ; as much as if an ingot of 
gold were presented to us ! We should rejoice as 
having obtained the utmost of our ^sh«a. Some 
servants of God have been so intent on this object, 
that (hey have cheerfully proposed to make, any re- 
compense that could be desired, to a friend who 
would supply the barrenness of their own thoughts, 
and suggest any special methods by which they 
might be useful. Certainly, to do good, i« a thing 
that brings its own recompense, in the opinion of those 
who deem information on this head worthy of a re- 
compense. I will only say, that if any of my readers 
are strangers to such a disposition as this, and do not 
consider themselves enriched and favoured of God, 
when he employs them in doing good — with such 
persons I have done, ^nd would beg them to lay the 
book aside : it will be irksome to carry on any further 
conversation with them : it is a subject on which the 
house of Caleb will not be conversed with. I will be 
content with one of Dr. Stoughton's introductions ; 
" It is enough for me that I speak to wise men^ whose 
reason shall be my rhetoric ; to Christians^ whose 
conscience shall be my eloquence." 

Though the assertion may fly like a chain-shot 
amongst us, and rake down all before it, I will again 
and again assert, that every one of us might do more 
good than he does : and therefore this is the first pro- 
posal I would make. To be exceedingly humbled 
that we have done so little good in the world. I am 
not uncharitable in saying, that I know not one assem- 
bly of Christians on earth, which ought not to be a 
Bochlm, on this consideration. O ! tell me in what 
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Utopift I shall find it. Sirs ! let us be^n to be frait- 
ful, by lamentiog our past unfruitfulness. Veriiy, 
siDS of omission must be confessed and lamented, or 
els« w€ add to their number. The most useful men 
in the world have gone tut of it, crying, ^' Lord, for- 
give our sins of omission !^' Many a good man, who 
has been peculiarly conscientious about the profitable 
employment of his time, has had his death bed ren- 
dered uneasy by this reflection, ^^ The loss of time 
now lies heavy upon me 1^ Certain it is, that all un^ 
regenerate persons are unprofitable persons ; and 
they are properly compared to ." thorns and bri-. 
ers,^' to teach us what they are. An unrenewed sin* 
ner ! alas, he never performed one good work in all 
his life ! in all his life^ did I say ? I recal that word. 
He is " dead while he liveth" — he is "dead in sin ;" 
h^ has not yet beguls to ^^ live unto God f^ and as he 
is himself dead, so are all his works ; they are ^^dead 
works." O, wretched, useless being ! Wonder, won 
der, at the patience of Heaven, which yet forbears to 
cut down such "a cumberer of the ground !" O that 
such persons may immediately acknowledge the ne- 
cessity of turning to God ; and how unable they are 
to do it ; and how unworthy they are that God should 
make them able ! O that they may cry to God for 
his sovereign grace to quicken them ; and let them 
plead the sacrifice of Christ for their reconciliation to 
God ; seriously resolve on a life of obedience to God, 
and resign themselves up to the Holy Spirit, that he 
may lead them in the paths of holiness ! No good 
win be done, till this be done. The first-born of M 
devices to do good, k in being bom again. 

But as for you, who have been brought home to 
God ; you have great cause not only to lament the 
dark days of your unregeneracy, in which you produ- 
ced only "the unfruitful works of darkness;" but al- 
so that you have done so little, since God has quicken- 
ed you, and enabled you to do better. How little 
have you lived up to those strains of gratitude which 
might justly have be6n expected from you, since God 
brought you into his " marveUoos light I" The best 

♦3 



aO ESSAYS TO DO GOOD* 

of US may mourn in his complaints, and saj, ^'O LorJ^ 
how little good have I done, compared with what 1 
might have done !" Let the sense of this cause us to 
loathe and judge ourselves hefore the Lord ; let it fill 
us with shame, and abase us wonderfully. Let us,^ 
like David, " water our couch with tears," when we 
consider how little good we have done. " O that our 
heads were waters," because they have been so dry of 
all thoughts to do good. . " O that our eyes were a 
fountain of tears," because they have looked out so lit- 
tle for occasions to do good. For the pardon of this 
evil-doing, let us fly to the great Sacrifice, and plead 
the blood of that " Lamb of God," whose universal 
usefulness is one of those admirable properties, on ac- 
count of which he is styled " a Lamb." The pardon 
of our barrenness of good works being thus obtained, 
we shall be rescued from condemnation to perpetual 
barrenness : the dreadful sentence, " Let no fruit 
grow on thee for ever," will thus be prevented. A 
true, evangelical procedure to do good, must have this 
repentance laid in the foundation of it. We do not 
"handle the matter wisely" if a foundation be not laid 
thus low, and in the deepest self-abasement. 

How full of devices are we for our own secular ad- 
vantage I and how expert in devising many little 
things to be done for ourselves ! We apply our 
thoughts with mighty assiduity to the old question^ 
" What shall we eat and drink, and wherewithal shall 
we be clothed?" With strong application of mind we 
inquire, what shall we do for ourselves, in our mar- 
riages, in our voyages, io our bargains? We anxiously 
contrive to accomplish our plans, and avoid numerous 
inconveniences, to which, without some contrivance,, 
we should be obnoxious. We carrv on the business 
of our parsonal callings with numberless thoughts 
how to perform them well ; andtto effect our tempo- 
ral aflalrs we " tiod out v/itty inventions." But, O 
rationi'J, iniraortul, heaven-born soul, are thy won- 
drous faculties cnpcblc of no greater improvements, no 
better employments ? Why should a soul of such^ high 
capacities, a fou! that may be clothed in the "scarlet" 
ef ai:^cl?, yet ^•embrace a dunghill !" O let a blush, 



EBSATS TO DO GOOD.- 51 

deeper than scarlet, be thy clothing', for being found 
so meanly occupied. Alas, in the multitude of thy 
thoughts within thee, hast thou no disposition to raise 
thy soul to some such thoughts as these, What may be 
done for God, for Christ, for my own soul, and for the 
most important interests ^of mankind! How many 
hundreds of thoughts have we for ourselves, to one 
for God, his cause, and his people in the world I 
How then can we pretend that we love him, or prove 
that a carnal, a criminal self-love has not the domin- 
ion over us ? I again comie to a soul of heavenly ex- 
tract, and smite it, as the angel smote the sleeping 
prisoner, and cry, " Awake ! shake off thy chains. 
Lie no longer fettered in a base confinement ! Assert 
the liberty of thinking on the noblest question in the 
world, " What good may I do in the world ?'' There 
was a time when it was lamented by no less a man. 
than Gregory the Great, the Bishop of Rome, "1 am 
sunk into the world !" This may be the complaint of 
a soul that minds every thing else, and rarely recol-^ 
lects that noble question. Ah I ^^ star fallen from 
hf'aven,^' and choked in dust, rise and soar up to 
something answerable to thy origin. £egin a course 
of thoughts, which will be like a resurrection from the 
dead ; and pursue the grand inquiry, " How may I 
become a blessing to the world ?" and, " What may 
] do, that righteousness may dwell on the earth V . 



THE DILIGENCE- OF WICKED MEN IW DOING EVIL.. 

How much mischief may be done by one wicked 
man ! Yea, sometimes, one wicked man, of slender 
abilities, becoming an indefatigable tool of the devil^ 
may effect incredible mischief in the world. We have 
seen some wretched instruments, of cursed memory, 
])ly the attention of doing mischief at a strange rate^ 
till they have ruined a whole country. It is a melan- 
choly consideration, and I may say, an astonishing 
one : you will hardly find one of a thousand who doe* 
half so much to serve God and^is own soul, as you 
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fj of spirit in lawful actions, which we ohsenre in un- 
hwful ones. The ways of honestj are plain, and re- 
quire not so much pains in pursuing them ; hut jour 
thie?e8 and cheats follow courses that are full of diffi- 
culties ; the turns and tricks which they require are 
ioDamerab^e : hence you find among such people the 
exercise of extraordinary subtilty : you find no sucb 
cuDDiDg^ and application any where else. How em- 
phatical then is it, to borrow from these, the colours 
of heavenly wisdom! What I aim at is this, Let us try 
to do good with as much application of mind, as wick- 
ed men employ in doing evil. When ^^ wickednesi 
proo«edafc(un±hfij»icked*" it is done "with both 
bauds and greedily." Why tKen may not W6 pro* 
ceed in our useful engagements " with both hands,'' 
and " greedily" watching for opportunities ? Wc 
have no occasion for any sinister arts in effecting our 
designs ; God forbid that we should ever attempt the 
union of such inconsistencies. But why cannot we 
prosecute our designs with as much deep and copi-^ 
ous thought, as the men of evil arts ? And why may 
y/e not engage our minds with as transporting a vig- 
our to do what is acceptable to God and profitable to 
men, as those wretches manifest, when they "weary 
themselves to commit iniquity ?" To reprove certain 
ecclesiastical drones, who had little inclination to do 
good, Father Latimer used a coarse expressio-ii to this 
effect : " If you will not learn of good men, for 
shame, learn of the devil ^ lie i& never idle." Indeed,, 
the indefatigable prosecution of their designs, who are 
styled "the children of the devil," may put us to the 
blush. Our obligations to do good are infinite ; thej 
do evil against all obligations. The compensation 
which will be made to them who do good is encour- 
aging beyond calculation : they who do evil will get 
nothing to boast of ; but " evil pursueth the sinners." 
If the devil " go about," and the people inspired bj 
him "go about," seeking what harm they may do ; 
why may not we go about, and think, and seek where 
and how we may do good ? Verily, it were worthy of 
a good angel so to do ! O thou child of God, and loi- 
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er of all i%hteowB«g99 hov canft them find in thj 
heart, at anj time, to ceise from doing all thfe good 
thai can be dOtoe, in '^ the right wa|>s of the Lo^ T 
Me^mks, that irord of the Lord may be a burden to 
01, and if we have a seote of honour hi us, friU he 
•o. ^'The children of tlik world are in, Tand for) their 
generation, wiser than the children ot light y* jea, 
tbe/purtue ^^ the works of darkness'' more Tigorous- 
Ij than aoj of us ^^walk in that light^ with wJuch 
our great Saviour iiath favoured us. 



'TBB TRmB irATUttK OT GOOD WOEKS. 

fo the title <^ Good Works bekmg th«ae Essays 
to do Good, which we are now urging. To produce 
them, the fim thing, and ittdeed t£e ofie thing need- 
fnl, is-^A glorious work of grace on the -soul, renew- 
i!)g and quickening it, purifying the sinner, and rea* 
dering him ^^ zealous of g^od works ;'' ^^ a workman- 
ship of God" upon us, ^^ creating us anew, by Jesus 
Christ, for good works -P and then, there is needfal, 
what will necessarily follow such a work^—^a dispo- 
sition to perform good works, on true, genuine, gen- 
erous, and erangelical principles. These principles 
must be stated before we proceed* 

In the first place, it must be taken for granted, 
that the end ibr Which we perform good works is not 
to provide the matter of our justification before God : 
indeed, no good works cxm be done tilt we are justifi* 
ed ; before a man is united to Christ, who is our life, 
he is a dead man, and what good works ca^ be ex- 
pected from him ? " Severed from me," saith our 
Lord, « ye can do toothing.^' The justification of a 
sinner by faith, htfort go^d Ttorfcs^ and in ordtr to 
<Aem, is bne of those doctrines which may say to the 
Popish innovations, ** With us are the grey-headed, 
and very aged men much elder than thy father." 
It was an old maxim of the faithful, ^ Good works 

follow justification ; they do not precede it."* It is 

*— **^ ^ — - -■---■ ■■- ■ - ■ . ^ ^^^ 

* Bona opera 9tquuntur justificatum^ non proecedunt 
jtuHficandum, 
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tte r%fcteo n w ic fl o of ^ke good W^Fksr done hf o«v 9^ 
Tiour and erarety, not owr owdvi tliat jusCifiM as lb«lbve 
God, and answers the denand» of kis h^lj law apMi 
us. By fartb we lay b<rfd on those ^^ood works lor 
oar jastifying^ righteousness, before we are ablie t* 
perform oar own. It is not o«r faltb itself, eitber 
as prodacing* good works, or being- itself one of tbem^ 
which entitles us to the jnstifying righteo«snes9 of 
Qur Saviour : bat it is faith, waify as renoaciei«g' ovr 
own righteousness, and relying on that of Christ, pro* 
Tided for the chief of sinners^ by which we ave jus** 
tified. All our attempts at g^ed works will come to 
nothing, till a jostifyiug faith in the Saviour sfaaU 
carry us forth unto them. TIh» was the diyinity of 
the ancients. Jerom has weU expressed it : ^^Witk- 
eat Christ M Tirtoe J& but vice.'''* 

Neyertheless, first, you are to look upon it as. a 
glorious truth of the gospel^, that the moral law (whidh 
prescrfbes good works) nrast, by every Christian 
alive, be the rule of his fi&. " Bo we make void the 
law through Mth ? God forbid : yea, we establish 
the law.'" The rule by which we are to« glorify God 
is given us hi that law of good works which we et^joy 
(I wxB so ej:pres8 it) in the ten commandments^ It 
is impossible for^us to be released from all obligadons 
to glorify God, by a conformity txy thl» rule r sooner 
shall, we cea^e to be creatures. The coalbrmitji to 
that rule, Iq the righteousnesa^ which: onr Sa^viour by 
hi^ obedience to it ha» brought in to* justify us,, has 
for ever ^'magnified the. law and made it honourable.'' 
Though oinr Savour has furaisbed' us with a perfect 
and spotless rigiliteousnes^, when bis obedleiwe to the 
hiw^is placed to our account f yet ft is sinfal in us- to 
fali short in our personal obedience to the Ifeiw* We 
mast always judg^ aad'lo.a'the ourselves for the Nn« 
We are not un^er the law as a covencmt of works : 
our own exactness in pet^ming good' worlts is^ not 
now the condition of enterfeg into life ; (wobe to us 
if it were) but still, the t&venant of grace holds u* to 
it aa our aitty : and if ?re are in the covenant of gcace^ 

♦ Sine Christo omnia virtue est w vUio, 
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we shall make it o«r «tudj to perform those- good 
works which were ooce the coDcUtion of entering in- 
to life. ^^Eyery law of religion still remains.*'^ That 
was the divinity of Tertyllian's days ! Such must be 
the esteem for the law of good works forever re- 
tained in justified persons ; a law never to be abro- 
gated or abolished. 

And then, secondly, thoagh we are jastified by 
^^ precious faith in the righteousness or God our Sa- 
viour," yet good works are required of us to justify 
our faith ; to demonstrate that it is indeed '' precious 
faith." A justifying faith is a jewel which may be 
tcounterfeited : but the marks of a faith, which is not a 
•counterfeit, are to be found in those good works to 
which a servant of God is, by his faith, inclined and 
assisted. It is by the regenerating power of th^ Holj 
Spirit, that faith is wrought in the hearts of the cho- 
sen people : now the same grace which in regenera- 
tion disposes a person to fly by faith to the right- 
eousness of Christ, will dispose him also to the good 
works of a Christian life : and the same faith which 
applies to the Saviour for an interest in hii righteous- 
ness, will also apply to him for strength to perform 
the good works which are ^'ordained that we should 
walk in them." If our faith be not of this kind, it is 
a lifeless faith, and such as will not bring to life. A 
workless faith is a worthless faith. 

Reader, suppose thyself standing before the judg- 
ment seat of Christ ! a necessary, a prudent suppo- 
sition ; it ought to be a very frequent one. The 
Judge demands, ^ ^^ What hast thou to plead for a 
portion in the blessedness of the righteous ?" The 
plea must be, ^^ O my glorious Judge, thou hast been 
my sacrifice. O thou Judge of all the earth, permit 
dust and ashes to say, my righteousness is on the 
bench. Surely, in the Lord have I righteousness. 
my Saviour, I have received it, I have secured it 
on thy own gracious offer of it." The Judge pro- 
ceeds : ^^ But what hast thou to plead that thy faith 
should not be rejected as the faith of the hypocrite ?" 

* Manet lex tota pietatis. 
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Here the plea must be, " O Lord, my faith was thy 
work. It was a faith which disposed me to all the 
good works of thy holy religion. It sanctified roc. 
It brought me to thee, my Saviour, for grace to per- 
form the works of righteousness : it embraced thee 
for my Lord as well as Saviours it caused me, with 
sincerity, to love and keep thy commandments, and 
with assiduity to serve the interests of thy kingdom 
in the world." 

Thus you have Paul and James reconciled.' Thus 
^00 have good works provided for. The aphorism 
of the physicians, is, " By a man's outward acts of vig* 
our, you judge of his internal health."* The actions 
't)f men are more certain indications of what is within, 
than all their sayings. 

But there is yet another consideration upon which 
jou . must be zealously affected to good work««* You 
must consider them as a part of the great salvation 
which in purchased for you by Jesus Christ. With- 
out a holy heart you cannot be fit for a holy heaven, 
*' meet forthe inheritance of the saints in that lig^it," 
which admits no works of darkness, where none but 
good works are done for eternal ages : But a holy 
heart will induce a man to do good with all his heart. 
The motto on the gates of the holy city is*, " None 
t>ut the lovers of good works to enter here ;" it is im- 
plied io what we read, ^^ without holiness lio man 
shall see the Lord :" yea to be saved without good 
works, were to 'be saved without salvation. Much of 
our salvation consists in doing good works. Heaven 
Is begun upon earth when we are so engaged ; and 
doubtless, no man will get to heaven who is not so 
persuaded. 

I shall mention but one more of those principles 
from which good works proceed : it is that noble one 
of Gratitude. The believer cannot but inquire, 
*'What shall I render to my Saviour ?" — the result of 
the inquiry will be, ** with good works to glorify 
him." We read, that '*faith worketh by love." Our 
faith will discover the matchless and marvellous love 



* Per brachium fit judicium de corde. 
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of God in saving us ! and the faith of this love 'wili 
work on our hearts, till it hath raised in us an un- 
quenchable flame of love to him who hath so loved 
and saved us. These, these are to be our disposi- 
tions : ^^ O my Saviour ! hast thou done so much for 
me 1 now will I do all 1 can for thy kingdom and 

reople in the world. O ! what service is there that 
may now perform for my Saviour and his people in 
the world ?" 

The^^e are the principles to be proceeded on : and 
It is worthy of special observation, that there are no 
men in the world who so much abound in good works, 
as those, who, above all others, have abandoned every 
pretension to the merit of their works. There are 
Protestants who have exceeded Papists in our days, as 
well as in those of Dr. Willet. No merit-mongers 
have exceeded some holy Christians, who have per- 
formed good works on the assurance of being already 
Justified, and entitled to eternal life. 

1 observe, that our apostle, throwing a just con 
tempt on the endless genealogies, and long, intricate 
pedigrees, which the Jews of his time dwelt so much 
upon, proposes in their stead ^' Charity, out of a pure 
heart, and a good conscience, and faith unfeigned :'' 
as if he had said, " I will give you a genealogy worth 
ten thousand of theirs'^ — first, from faith unfeigned 
proceeds a good conscience ; from a good conscience 
a pure heart ; and from a pure heart, charity to all 
around us. It is admirably stated ! 



It may justly be feared that we too rarely inquire 
after • / 

OFPORTUNrriES TO DO GOOD. 

Our opportunities to do good are. our talents. An 
awful account must be rendered to the great God 
concerning the -use of the talents with which he has 
intrusted us in these precious opportunities. Fre- 
quently we do not use our opportunities, because we 
do not consider them : they lie by unnoticed and un- 
tinproved. We read of a thing which we deride as 
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often as we behold it. " There is Ihrt mnketh him- 
self poor, and yet hath great riches.'^ This is too 
frequently exemplified in our opportunities to do good, 
which are some of our most valuable riches. Many 
a man seems to reckon himself destitute of these tal- 
ents, asj if there were nothing for him to do ; he pre- 
t«^nds that he is not in a condition to do any good. 
Alas ! poor man, what can he do ? My friend, 
think again ; think frequently : inquire what your 
opportunities are ; you will certainly tind them to be 
more than you were aware of. " Plain men dwell- 
ing in tents," persons of a very ordinary rank in life, 
njay, by their eminent piety, prove persons of extra- 
ordinary usefulness. A poor John Urich may make 
a Grotius the better for him. I have read of a pious 
weaver, of whom some eminent persons would say, 
'' Christ walked, as it were, alive on the earth in that 
man." A mean mechanic — Who can tell what an en- 
gine of good he may become, if humbly and wisely 
applied to it ? 

This, then, is the next Proposal. Without 
abridging yourselves of your occasional thoujfhts ou 
the question, "What good may I do to-day ?" fix a 
time, now and then, for more deliberate thoughts 
upon it. Cannot you find time (say, once a- week, 
and how suitably on the Lord^s day) to take this ques- 
tion into consideration : 

What is there that I may do for the service of the 
glorious Lord^ and for the ^welfare of those for whom I 
ought to be concerned ? 

Having implored the direction of God, " the Fath- 
er of lights," consider the matter, in the various as- 
pects of it. 0-msider it', till you have resolved on 
something. Write down your resolutions. Exam- 
ine what precept and what promise you can find in 
the word of God to countenance your resolutions. 
Review these memorials at proper seasons, and see 
how far you have proceeded in the execution of them. 
The advantages of these preserved and revised me- 
morials, no rhetoric will be sufficient to commend, no 
arithmetic to calculate. There ai*e some animals of 
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ivhicb we say, "They know not their Ofvn strengtb y' 
Christians, why shoald yon be like them? 



Let iw now descend to Particulars ; but let it 
not he supposed that 1 pretend to an enumeration of 
all the gooti devices that may be conceired. Not a 
thousandth part of them can now be enumerated. 
The essay I am making is only to dig open the sev- 
eral springs of usefulness, which, having once began 
to flow, wiil spread into streams, that no human fore- 
sight can comprehend. " Spring up, O well !" will 
every true Israelite sing, upon every proposal here 
exhibited; and "the nobles of IsraeP' can do nothing 
more agreeable to their own character, than to fall to 
work upon it. Perhaps every proposal that may be 
made will be like a stona falling into a pool — One 
circle and service, will produce another, till they ex- 
tend — who can tell how far ? Those who devote 
themselves to good devices, and who duly observe 
their opportunities to do good, usually find a wonder- 
ful increase of their opportunities. The gracious 
providence of God affords this recompense to his 
diligent servants, that he will niultiply their oppor- 
tunities of being serviceable : and when ingenious 
men have used themselves to a Utile contrivance, in 
pursuing the best intentions, their ingenuity will 
sensibly improve, and there will be more expansion 
in their diffusive applications. Among all the dis- 
pensations of a special providence in the government 
of the world, none is less interrupted than the ac- 
complishment of that word, "Unto him that hath 
shall be given." I will say this, " O useful man I 
take for thy motto, Habenti dabitur" — " To him that 
hath shall be given ;" and^ in a lively use of thy op» 
portunities to do good, see how remaikably it will be 
accomplished ; see what accomplishment of that 
word will at last surprise thee, " Though thy begin- 
ning be small, yet thy latter end shall greatly in- 
crease." 



tS^AYS TO DO GdOn. 41 



ON INTERNAL PIETJf AND SELF-EXAMINATION. 

Why should not the charity of which we are 
treating', " begin at home ?" It observes not a due 
decorum if it doth not ; and it will be liable to 
great exceptions in its pretensions and proceedings. 
*^CaIl not that man wise whose wisdom begins not at 
home."* This then, is to be made an early Proposal 

First, Let every man devise what good may be 
done for the correction of what is yet amiss. In his 
OWN HEART AND LIFE. It is a good remark of the 
witty Fuller ; " He need not complain of too little 
work, who hath a little world in himself to mend." 
It was of old complained, " No man repented him, 
saying, What have 1 done ?" Every man upon earth 
may iind in himself something that wants correcting ; 
and the work of repentance is to inquire, not only, 
^'^ what we have done," but also, ^* what we have to 
do,^^ Vrequent self-examination is the duty of all who 
would know themselves, or would not lose themselves. 
The great intention of self-examination is to find out 
the points wherein we are to " amend our ways." 
A christian that would thrive in Christianity must be 
no stranger to a course of meditation. This is one 
of the masters which are requisite to make a " man 
of God^' One article and exercise in our meditation 
should be to find out the things wherein a greater 
conformity to the truths upon which we have been 
meditating, maj' be attempted. If we would be good 
men, we must often devise how we may grow in 
knowledge and in all goodness. Such an inquiry as 
this should often ha made : " What shall I do, that 
what is yet lacking in the image of God upon mc, 
may be perfected ? What shall I do, that I may live 
more perfectly, more watchfully, more fruitfully be- 
fore my glorious Lord ?" 

And why should not our meditation, when we re 
lire to that profitable engagement, conclude with 
"^ome resolution ? Dei^ise now, and resolve something 
to strengthen your walk with God. 

r 
II ■ -■■-_ ^ ^ ■ — ^ ^ .^ 

* Odi sapieniem qui fibi nen sap^t- > 4* 
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With some devout hearers of the word, it is a 
practice, whenthej' have heard a sermon, to think, 
" What good thing have I now to ask of God with a 
peculiar importunity ?" they are also accustomed to 
call upon their children^ and make them answer this 
question : " Child, what blessing will you now ask of 
the glorious God ?" After which, they charge them 
to go and do accordingly. 

In pursuance of this piety, why may not this be 
one of the exercises which shall conspire to form a 
good evening for the best of days ? Let it be a part of 
our work on the Lord's-day evening, seriously to ask 
ourselves the following question : ^Mf I should die 
this week, what have I iei\ undone, which 1 should 
then wish I had been more diligent in performing ?" 
My friend, place thyself in dying circumstances ; 
apprehend and realize thy approaching dissolution. 
8 appose tby last, solemn hour arrived : thy breath 
failing, thy throat rattling, thy hands with a cold 
sweat upon them — only the turn of the tide expected 
for tby expiration. In this condition, '^What wouldst 
thou wish to have done more than thou hast already 
done, for thy own soul, for tby iamily, or for the peo- 
ple of God ?" Think upon this question, and do not 
forget the result of thy thoughts ; do not delay to 
perform what thou hast resolved upon. How much 
more agreeable and profitable would such an exercise 
be on the LordVday evening tbao those vanities to 
which th.it evening is too commonly prostituted, and 
by which ajl the goo J of the past day is defeated 1 
And if such an exorcise were often performed, O ! 
how much would it regulate our lives; how watchful- 
ly, how fruitfully would it cause us to live ; what an 
incredible number of good works would it produce in 
tha norld ! 

Will you remember, Sirs, that every christian is a 
" temple of God I" It would bo of great service to 
Christianity, if this notion of its true nature were 
more frequently and clearly cultivated. But cer- 
tainly there yet remains very much for every one of 
us to do, that the temple may be, carried on to per- 
fection I that it may be repaired, finished, puritied, 
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iiid the topstone of it laid, with shoutings of ^'grace, 
grace !" unto it. 

As a branch of this pietj, I will recommend a seri-^ 
ous and fruitful improvement of the various dispen- 
sations of Divine Providence which we have occasion 
to notice. More particularly : Have you received 
any special blessings and mercies from the hand of 
God ? You do not suitably express your'thankfulnv^ss; 
you d^ not render again according to the benefit that 
is done unto you, unless you set yourself to consider, 
" What shall I render unto the Lord ?" You should 
contrive some signal thing to be done on this occa- 
sion ; some service to the kingdom of God, either 
within yourself, or among others, which may be a just 
confession and memorial of what a gracious God hji»^ 
done for you. This is an action, to which the ^'good- 
ness of God leadeth you.'' And I would ask, How 
can a good voyage, or a good bargain be made with- 
out some special returns of gratitude to God ? I 
would have a portion of your property made a thank- 
offering, by being set apart for pious uses. 

Whole days of thanksgiving are to be kept, when 
the favours of God rise to a more observable height. 
Christians of the finer mould keep their private ones, 
as well as bear part in the public services. One ex- 
ercise for such a day is, to take a list of the more re- 
markable succours and bounties with which our God 
has comforted us ; and then, to contrive some suita- 
ble acknowledgments of him, in endeavours to serve 
him ; and this by way of gratitude for these unde- 
served comforts. 

On the other hand ; you meet with heavy and 
grievous afflictions. Truly, it is a pity to be at the 
trouble of suffering afflictions,, and not get good by 
them. We get good by them, when they awaken us 
"to do good;" and I may say, never till then ! When 
God is distributing sorrows to you,, the sorrows still 
come upon som4e errands ; therefore, the best way for 
you to find that they do not come in his ana^er, is to 
consider what the errands may be. The advice is, 
that when any affliction comes upon you, you imme- 
diately reflect, "to what special act of repentance does 
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this affliction call me ? What mlscarriag^e does this 
affliction find in me, to be repeated of !" And then, 
while the sense of the affliction is yet upon yon, seri- 
ously inquire. 'Ho what improvement in holiness and 
usefiiiness 'does this affliction cnll me ?'' Be more 
solicitous to gain this point than to escape from your 
affliction. O ! the peace that will compose, possess, 
and ravish your minds, when your afflictions shall be 
found yielding these ''fruits of righteousness !" 

Luther did well to call afflictions, '4heol<^am 
christianorum'' — " the theology of christians." This 
may be a proper place to introduce one direction 
more. We are travelling through a malicious, a ca- 
lumnious, and abusive world. Why should not mal- 
ice be a ''good informer?" We may be unjustly de- 
famed ; it will be strange if we are not frequently so. 
A defamation is commonly resented as a provocation. 
My friend, make it only a provocation to do good 
works ! The thing to be now directed is this : Upon 
any reproach being offered, instead of being transport- 
ed into a rage at Shimei^ retire and patiently inquire, 
'^Has not God bidden such a reproach to awaken me 
to some duty ? To what special service of piety 
should I be awakened, by the reproach which is cast 
upon me?" One thus expi*tesses it: "-The backbiter's 
tongue, like a mill-clack, will be still in motion, that 
he may grind thy good name to powder. Learn, 
therefore, to make such use of his clack as to make 
thy bread by it ; 1 mean, so to live, that no credit 
shall be given to slander." Thus ail the abuses you 
meet with may prove to you, in the hand of a faith- 
ful God', no other than the strokes which a statuary 
employs on his ill-shaped marble ; only to form you 
into a more beautiful shape, and make you fitter to 
adorn the heavenly temple. Thus you are informed 
of a way to "'shake off a viper" most advantageousl}' ! 
Yea, I am going to inform you, how you may fetch 
sweetness out of a viper. Austin would have our 
very sins numbered amongst the "all things" that 
are to -"work together for good." Therefore, first, t 
propose, that our former barrenness may now. be 
looked upon as an obligatioa and incitement to greater 
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fi'uitfiilaess. Bat this^motioD is too general ; I must 
be more particular. I would look back ou mj past 
life, and call to mind what singular acts of sin have- 
blemished it, and been the reproach of my jouth.^ 
Now, by way of thankfulness, for th^t grace of God 
and that blood of his Christ, through which my 
crimes have been pardoned, I would set myself to* 
think, ^*^What rirtuesy wh«t actions, and" what achier- 
ments for the kingdom of God will be the most con- 
trary to my former blemishes ? And what efforts of~ 
goodness will be the noblest and most palpable con* 
tradliction to the miscarriages with which 1 have beeir 
chargeable ?" Yet more particularly, "What signal 
thing shall I do, to save others- from dishonouring the 
great God by such miscarriages as those into which I 
myself once fell ?" I will study such things ^ and 
perhaps the sincerity and consolation of repentance, 
cannot be better studied than by such a conduct. 

Give me leave to press this one more point of pro* 
dence upon you. There are not a few persons who 
haye many hours of leisure in the way of their person* 
al callings. When the weather takes them off from 
their business, or when- their shops are not full of 
customers, they have little or nothing to do. Now, 
Sirsj, the proposal is, "Be not fools," but redeem this 
time to your own advantage, to the best advantage. 
To the man of leisure as well as to the ministervit is 
an advice of wisdom, "Give thyself unto reading.'* 
Good books of all sorts may employ your leisure, and 
enrich you with treasures more valuable than those 
v?bich you might have procured in your usual, avoca- 
tions. Let the baneful thoughts of idleness be chased 
out of our minds. But then also, let some thoughts 
on that subject, " What good may t do ?" succeed 
them. When you have leisure to think on that sub- 
ject you can have no excuse for neglecting so to do. 



ON DOING GOOD" TO OUli RELATIONS, CHILDREN, &C. 

The useful man may now with much f/ropriety ex- 
tend and enlarge the sphere of his exertion. My^ 
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next .proposal therefore shall be : let every man con- 
sider the REi ATioN, in which God, the soverergn Ru- 
ler, haft placed him ;^ and let him devise what good he 
may do, that may render his relatives the better for him. 
One g^eat way to prove ourselves really good", is to be 
relatively good. It is by this, more than by any thing 
else, that we " adorn the doctrine of God our Sa- 
tlour." It woald be a piece of excellent wisdom in a 
nan, to make the interest which he has in the g'ood 
opinion and affection of any individuals, an advan- 
tage for doinq^ good to them. He that has a friend 
will shew himself friendly indeed, if he think "Such 
a one loves me, and will hearken to me ; to what 
good shall I take advantage from hence to persuade 
him ?" 

This will take place more particularly where the en- 
dearing ties of natural affection give us an interest. 
Let us call over our several relations, and let us devise 
something that may be called heroical goodness, id 
our discharging them. Why should we not at lenst 
once or twice a week, make this relative goodness the 
subject of our inquiries and of our purposes? Es- 
pecially, let us begin with domestic relations^ and 
" provide for those of our own house," lest we deny 
some glorious rules and hopes of the christian faitb^ 
by our negligence. 

First. In the conjugal relation, how agreeably 
may they, who are thus united, think on these words; 
"^ What knowest thou, O wife, whether thou shalt 
save thy husband 7 or, how knowest thou, O manr, 
whether thou shalt save thy wife ?'' 

The HUSBAND wiU do well to think ; " What shall 
I do that my wife may have cause for ever to bless 
God for having brought her to me ?" And, " What 
shall I do, that in my department towards my wife, 
the kindness of the blessed Jesus towards his church, 
may be exemplified f That this question may be 
the more perfectly answered, Sir, ask her to assist you 
in the answer ; ask her to tell you what she would 
have you to do. 

But then the wife also will do well to inqnire ; 
i( Wherein may I be to my busbaod a wi£e of that 
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^aracter — She will do him good and not eyil all the 
days of her life ?" 

With my married friends I will leave ao excellent 
remark, which I find in the Memorials of Gervase 
Disney^ £sq< — ^^ Family passions cloud faith, disturb 
dutj, darken comfort.'^ You will do the more good 
to one another^ the more this sentence is considered. 
When the husband and the wife are always contriving 
to be blessings to each other, 1 will say YfiihTertullian^ 
^^Where shall 1 find words to describe the happiness 
of that state !^^* O happy marriage I 

Parents ! How much ought you to be devising 
for the good of your thildren. Often consider, how 
to make them ^^ wise children ;^' how to carry on a 
desirable education for them, an education that may 
render them desirable ; how to render them lovely 
and polite, and serviceable to their generation. OAea 
consider how to enrich their minds with valuable 
knowledge.; how to instil into their minds generous, 
gracious, and i^eavenly principles ; how to restrain 
and rescue them from the ^^ paths of the destroyer,^^ 
and fortify them against their peculiar temptations. 
Tiiere is a world of good that you have to do for them. 
You are without the natural feelings of humanity if 
you are not in a continual agony to do for them all the 
g>ood that lies in your power. It was no mistake of 
,Pachii€ts Drepanius^ in his panegyric to Thtodoivus ; 
'^Nature teaches us to love our children as ourselves/'t 

J will ^prosecute the subject, by transcribing a copy 
of PARENTAL RE60LUTI0KS, whicb I havo somewhore 
met with.t 

I. At the birth of my chil^^en, I would use all due 

solemnity in the baptismal dedication and consecration 

of them to the Lord. I would present them to the 

. baptism of the Lord, not as a mere formality ; but, 

wondering at the grace of the infinite God, who will 

* Unde iuffieiam ad enammdam ffzlicitaiem ejtts mat' 
rifnonii ! 

t IfiutitaenU naiura pUt$ /en filios quam notmetipso$ 
diligimvs. . ^ * 

XJProbably compond by tkt a.'^ihor kimnlf\ thcntgh eo^ 
preued in this modest numner^ 
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accept my cUldreD as his, I would resolve to ^o all 
that I can that they may be his. I would now actual" 
ly give them up to God, eutreating that the child may 
be a child of God the Father, a subject of God the Son, 
luid a temple of God the Spidt ; that it may be res- 
cued from the condition of a child of wrath, and be 
possessed and employed by the Lord, as an everlast* 
lug instrument of his glory. 

II. As soon as my children become capable of 
attending to my instructions, I would frequently 
admonish them to be sensible of their baptismal en- 
]^gemeuts to the Lord : oflen remind them of their 
baptism, and of the duties to which it binds them. 

I would often say to each of them. Child, you have 
l>een baptized ; you were washed in the name of the 
great God; now you must not sin against him ; to 
sin is to do a very filthy thing. You must every day 
cry to God that he would be your Father, your Sa 
viour*, your Leader ; in your baptism he promised 
that he would be so, if you prayed to him. Child) 
you must renounce the service of Satan ; 3rou must 
not follow the vanities of this world ; you must lead a 
life of setious religion ; in jrotir baptism you were 
bound to the service of your only Saviour. What is 
your name ? you must sooner forget this name that 
was given^you in your baptism, than forget that yoo 
are a servant of Jesus Christ, whose name was then 
put upon you. 

III. Let me daily pray for my children with ths 
greatest constancy and fervency ; yea, let me daily 
mention each of them by name before the Lord. I 
would importunately beg for all suitable blessings to 
be bestowed upon them ; that God would give them 
grace, and givfe them glory, and withhold no good 
thing from them ; that God would smile on their ed- 
uoation, and give his good angels charge over them, 
and keep them from evil, that it may not grieve them; 
that when their father and mother shall forsake them, 
the Lord may take them up. Most earnestly would 
I plead that promise in their behalf; "The heavenly 
Father will give his Holy Spirit to them that ask bim,^' 
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H!> happy children, if by asking*, I may obtain the Ho- 
ly Spirit for them ! 

'IV. I would early entertain the children with de- 
lightful stories out of the Bible. In familiar conver- 
sation I woald go throagh the Bible, when the 
<' oli?e-plants about my table" are capable of being so 
- watered. But I would always conclude the history by 
some lessons of piety^ to be inferred froni them.. 

V. 1 would single out some scriptara! sentences 
-of the greatest importance $ and some also that con- 
tain special antidotes to the common errors and Vices 
of children. They shall quickly get these golden 
sayings by heart and be rewarded with silver or 
gold, or some good thing, when they do so. Such 
sentences as the following. 

Psalm cxi. 10. 
The fear of ^he Lotd is the beginning of wisdom. 

Matthew xvi. 26. 
What is a man profited, if he gain the whole world, 
•and lose his own soul ? 

1 Timothy i. 15. 
JesQS Christ came into the world to save sinners, 
'of whom 1 am ehielv 

Matthew vi. 6. 
Enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy 
'door, pray to thy Father, which is in secret. 

Eccles. zii. 14. 
God shall bring every work into judgment, with 
^very secret thing. 

Ephesians v^ 25. 
Put away lyings speak every one the truth. 

Psalm cxxxviii. 6. 
The Lord hath respect , unto the lowly but the 
proud he knoweth afar off. 

Romans xii. 17. 19^ 
Recompense to no one evil for eviL Dearly bo* 
loved avenge net yourselves. 

Nehemiah xiii. 18. 
They bring wrath upon Israel, by profaning the 
Sabbath. 

A Jewish treatise, quoted by Wtigenseil^ tells us 
that among the JewS) when a child began to speak, 

5 
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the father was bound to teach him that verse, Beat 
xxxiii. 4. ^^ Moses commanded us a. law^ e.vea the. 
inheritance of the congregation of Jacob.'' O, let me 
betimes make my children acquainted with the law 
which our blessed Jesus has commanded us ! It is the 
best inheritance I can give them. 

VI. 1 would cause my children to learo the. cate* 
chism. In catechising them, I would break the an- 
swer into many smaller and appropriate questions ; 
and by their answer to them obserye and quickea 
their understandings.'^ I would connect with every. 
truth, some duty and practice ; and expect them to 
confess it, consent to it, and resolve upon it As we 
go on in our catechising, they shall, when they are 
able turn to the proofs, read them, and inform me 
what they, prove, and In what manner. Then I will 
watch an opportunity to put more nice and difficult 
questions to them and improve the times of conversa- 
tion with my family, for conferences on religious 
flubiects. 

VII. I would be anxious, till I may be able to sajr 
of my children. Behold, they pray! I would there- 
fore teach them to pray. But after they have learned 
a form of prayer, I will press them to proceed to 
points which are not in their form. I will shew them 
the state of their own souls ; and on every discovery 
will inquire of them, what they think ought now to 
be their prayer. I will direct them every morning 
to take one or two texts out of the sacred scriptures^ 
and thence to form a desire, which they shall add to 
their usual prayer. When they have heard a ser- 
mon, I will repeat to them the main subject of it, and 
ask them thereupon, what they have now to pray for. 
I will charge them, with all possible cogency, to pray 
in secret, and often say to each of them, Child, I hope 
you do not forget my charge to you about secret 
prayer ; your crime is very great, if you do. 

* The Jlssemhly's Catechism^ broken into short questions 
in this manner^ was lately re-published by the Editor^ and 
entithd '^ The JUs^mhly^s Catechism dissected^'* 
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Vlll. I would betimes do what I can to produce a 
temper of benig^nity in my children, both towards one 
another and towards all other persons. I will Instruct 
tbem how ready they should be to communicate to 
others a part of what they have ; and they shall not 
-want for encouragement wheh they discover a loving, 
cdarteouB, arid benevolent disposition. I will give 
them now and then a piece of money, that with their 
own little hands, they may dispense something to the 
poor. Yea, if any one has hurt or vexed them, I will 
not only forbid all revenge, but will also oblige them 
to do a kindness, as soon as possible, to the vexatious 
person. All coarseness of language or behaviour in 
them, I will discountenance. 

- IX. I would be solicitous to have my children ex- 
pert, not only at reading with propriety, but also at 
writing a fair hand. I will then assign them such 
books to read, as I may judge most agreeable and 
profitable : obliging them to give me some account 
of what they read ; but will keep a strict eye on what 
they read, lest they should stumble on the devil's 
library, and poison themselves with foolish romances, 
novels, plays, songs, or jests, ^^ that are not con- 
venient." I will direct them also, to write out such 
things as may be of the greatest benefit to them ; and 
they shall have their blank books neatly kept, on pur- 
pose to enter such passages as I recommend to them. 
I will particularly require them now and then to com- 
pose a Prayer, and bring it to me, that so I may dis- 
cern what sense they have of their own everlasting 
interests. 

X. I wish that my children may, at a very early 
period, feel the principles of reasan and honour work- 
ing- in them ; and that I may proceed in their educa- 
tion, chiefly on those principles. Therefore I will 
wholly avoid that fierce, harsh, crabbed usage of the 
children, that would make them dislike and tremble to 
come into my presence. I would treat them so, that 
they shall fear to offend me, and yet heartily love io 
see me, and be glad of my returning home when I 
have been abroad. I wQuld have it considered as a- 
severe and awful pgnfehment for a crime io the family, 
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to be forbidcCen for a while to come into my presence.' 
I would excite in them a lugh opinion of their father's 
loye to' them, and of his being better able to jadge 
what is good £ov them, than thej are for themaelves. 
I woold bring them to believe that it is best for them 
to be aod to do as I wonld have them. Hence I would 
continually insist upon it, what a cham^ng thing jt is, 
to know the things that are excellent^ and how much 
better still to do the things that are virtuous. I wish 
them to propose it to themselves as a reward of good 
behaviour ; ^4 will now go to ray father, and he will 
teach me something that I never knew before.^' 1 
would have them afraid of doing any base thing, from 
a horror of the baseness there is In it. My first 
animadversion on a smaller fault shall be, an exclama- 
tion of surprise and wonder, vehemently expressed 
before them, that ever they should be guilty of doing 
»2 foolishly, with an earnest expectation that they will 
ncTor do the like again. I will also endeavour to ex- 
cite in them a weeping resolution to this effect. I 
Tfill never use corporeal punishment, except it be for 
an attrocious crime, or lor a smaller fault obstinately 
persisted in. 1 would ever proportion chastisements 
to faults ; not punish severely for a very small in- 
stance of childishness ; and only frown a little for 
some rent wickedness. Nor shall my chastisements 
ever be dispensed in passion and fury; but I will first 
shew them the command of God, by transgressing 
wh'ch, thoy have displeased me. The slavish,^ boister- 
ous manner of education too commonly used, I con- 
sider as no small article in the wrath and eurse of 
God upon a miserable world. 

XL As soon as we caoy we will advance to stlH 
higher principles. I will oflten tell the children what 
cause they have to love a glorious Christ who has 
died for them ; how much he will be pleased with 
their well-doing ; and what a noble thing it is t» 
follow his example, which example, I will describe to 
them. 1 will often tell them that the eye of God ia 
upon them ; that he knows all they do, and hears all 
they speak. I will frequently remind them that there 
will b^ a time, when they mast appear before, the holy 
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Lord ; and that they must n&w do nothing which may 
then be a source of grief and shame to them. I will 
set before them the delights of that heaven which is 
prepared for pious children ; aud the torments of that 
hell which is prepared for wicked ones. I will in- 
form them of the kind offices which the good angels 
perform for children who fear God, and are afraid oi 
siti ; bow the devils tempt them to do bad things ; 
hovF they hearken to the devils, and are like them 
when they do such things ; what mischiefs these evil 
spirits may obtain permission to do in the worlds and 
how awful it would be to dwell among the devils, in 
the "place of dragons." I will cry to God, that he 
' may make them feel the power of these principles. 

XLI. When the children are of a propter age for 
it, I will soiAetifties have them with me alone, and 
c5onverse with them about the state of their souls ; 
their experiences, their proticiency, their temptations; 
obtain their declared consent to every article in the 
covenant of grace ; and then pray with them earn- 
estly entreating, that the I^ord woukl bestow his 
grace upon them, and ihus make them witnesses of 
the agony with which I am travailing to see the image 
of Christ ibrmed in them. Certainly they will never 
forget such exercises as these J 

Xlll. I would be very watchful and cautious about 
the companions of my children. 1 would be very in- 
quisitive to learn what company they keep.. If they 
are in danger of being ensnared by vic^ious company, I 
will earnestly pull them out of it, as " brands out of 
the burming ;" and will try to procure for them fit and 
useful associates. 

XiV.- As in catechising the children, so in the 
repetition of the public sermons, I would use this 
method : I would put every truth into the fofm of a 
question, to be answered with yes, or no. By this 
method I hope to awaken their attention, as well as 
enlighten their understandings. And thus I shall 
hnve an opportunity to ask. Do you desire such and 
such a grace ? with oiiier similar questions. Yea, I 
may by this means have an opportunity to demand, 

5* 



54 ESSATS ro DO crooo. 

and perhaps to obtain, their eariy, freqitenf, a»d, f 
wouid hope, siodere' consent to the glorious articled of 
the new covenant. The Spirit of grace may f»ll up- 
on them in this action^ and they may be seized by 
him) and possessed by him as his temples, through 
eternal ages. 

XV When a day of humiliation arrives,! will 
make them know the meaning of the day ; and after 
some time given them to consider of it, 1 will require 
them to tell me, what special afflictions they have 
met with, and what good they hope to get by those 
afflictions. On a day of thanksgiving, they shall also 
be made to know the intent of the day ; and after con- 
sideration, they shall inform me, what mercies of God 
to them tliey take special notice of, and what duties to 
God, they confess and resolve to perform under such 
obligations. Indeed, for something of this import- 
ance, to be pursued in my conversation mth them, 1 
would not confine myself to the solemn days, which 
may occur too seldom for it ; but, particularly, when 
the birth-days of any of the children arrive, 1 would 
tnke them aside, and remind them of the age, which, 
having obtained help of God, they have attained ; and 
tell th^m how thankful they should be for the mercies 
of God, upon which they have hitherto lived ; and 
how fruitful they should be in -ill goodness, - that so 
they may still enjoy their mercies. And I would 
inquire of them, whether they have ever yet begun to 
mind the work which God sent them into the world 
to perlbrm ; what attempts they have made towards 
it; and how they desig^n to spend the rest of their 
time, if God continue them in the world. 

XV I. When the children are in any trouble, wheth- 
er sickness or otherwise, I will take advantage of the 
occasion, to set before them the evil of sin, the cause 
ii' ail our trouble ; and will represent to them, how 
fearful a thing it will be, to be cast among the damned, 
who are in unceasing and endless trouble. I will set 
before them the benefit of an interest in Christ, by 
which their trouble will be sanctified to them, and 
they will be prepared for death, and for fulness of joy 
in a hi'ppy eternity after death. 
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XVn. 1 wish, that among- all the branches of a 
polite education, which 1 would endeavour to give my 
children each of them, the daughters as well as the 
sons, may have so much acquaintance with some 
profitable avocation (whether it be painting, or the 
law, or medicine, or any other employment to which 
their own inclination may the most lead them,) that 
they may be able to obtain for themselves a comforta- 
ble subsistence, if by the providence of God, they 
should ever be brought into destitute circumstanc^sJ 
Why should not they be thus instructed as well as' 
Paul, the t'3nt-maker ! Children of the highest rank 
may have occasion to bless their parents who made 
such a provision for them. The Jews hare a saying 
on this subject, which is worthy to be mentioned : 
*' Whoever teaches not his son some trade or busiiiess 
does -in reality teach him to be a thief."* 

XVIII. As early as possible, I would make my 
children acquainted with the chief end for which they 
are to live ; that so their youth may not be altogether 
vanity. 1 would shew them that their chief end must 
be to acknowledge the great God, and to bring others 
to acknowledge him; and that they are never act- 
ing wisely nor well, but when they are so doing. I 
would shew them, what these acknowledgments are, 
and how they are to be made. I would make them 
able to answer the grand question, " For what pur- 
pose do you live ; and what is the end of the actions 
that employ your lives ?" 1 would teach them how 
their Creator and Redeemer is to be obeyed in every 
thing, and how every thing is to b^ done in obedience 
to him ; I would instruct them in what manner even 
theiy^ diversions, their ornaments, and the tasks of 
their education, must all be managed to lit them for 
the further service of Him to whom I have devoted 
them, and how, in these also, his commandments 
must be the rule of all they do. I would therefore 
sometimes surprise them with an inquiry, "Child, 
what is this for ? Give me a good account why you 
do it." How comfortably shall 1 see them " walking 

* Quicunque filium suum rkQ^i docet opificium^ pcrinde 
est ac si eum docei latrocinitiff^^ 
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in the light," if 1 maj bring them wisely to dDSwer 
this qaesti'OQ : and what '^ children of the light ^' they' 
will be ! . 

XIX. ! would sometimes oblige the children to 
retire and ponder on that question ; ^^What should I 
wish to have done, if I were now dying V* After they 
shall have reported to me their ow» answer to the 
question,. I will take occasion from it^ to inculcate 
upon them the lessons of godtiness. I would ««lso 
direct and oblige them, at a proper time, seriously to 
realize their own appearance before the awful judg- 
ment-seat of the Lord Jesus Christ, and to consider, 
what they have to plead that they may not be sent 
away into everlastlDg punishment ; what they ha^e to 
plead, that they may be admitted into the holy city. 
I would instruct them- what plea to prepare : first, 
shew them how to get a part in the righteousness of 
him who is to be their Judge, by receiving it with a 
thankful faith, as the gifl of infinite grace to the dis- 
tressed and unwortbv sinner: then shew them how 
to prove that their faith is genuine by their continual 
endeavour in all things to please hini who is to be 
their Jad^e, and to serve his kingdom and interest in 
the world. And I would charge them to make this 
preparation. 

XX. If I live to see the children arrive at a mar- 
riageable age, I would, before I consult with heaven' 
or earth for their best accommodation iu their married 
state, aim at the espousal of their souls to their only 
Saviour. I would, as plainly and as fully as I can, 
propose to them the terms on which the glorious 
Redeemer will espouse them to himself, in right- 
eousness and judgment, favour and mercies forever ; 
and solicit their consent to his proposal and over- 
tures : then I would proceed to do what may be ex- 
pected from a tender pareut for them, ia their tempo- 
ral circumstances. 

From these parental resolutions, how reasonably^ 
how naturally, may we pass on to say. 

Children, the fifth commandment confirms all 
your other numberless and powerful obligations often 
to inquire, "Wherein may 1 be a blessing to my par- 
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€tkfs f 'iDgenuousness of disposition would ma&e this 
the Tery summit of your ambition, to be a credit and a 
comfort to your parents ; to sweeten, and it may be^ 
to lengthen the lives of those, from whom, under God, 
yoa have received your own. And God, the Reward* 
er, Qsually gives to such a conduct, even in this life, a 
most observable recompense. But it is possible, you 
may be the happy instruments of more than a Httle 
good to the souls of your parents. Yea, though they 
should be pious parents, you may, by some delicate 
methods, be the instruments of their growth in piety 
and preparation for the heavenly world. Happy, 
thrice happy childreu, who are thus favoured ! Among 
the Arabians, a father sometimes takes his name from 
an eminent son, as well as a son from his reputable 
father. Truly, a son may be such a blessing to 
his father, that the best surname for the glafd father 
would be, " the father of such a one." ' 

Masters, yea, and Mistresses too, must have* 
their devices, how to do good to their servants ;: how to 
make them the servants of Christ, and the children of 
God. God, whom you must remember to be " your 
Mastep in heaven," has brought them to you, and pla^ 
ced them under your care^ Who can tell for what 
good he has brought them ? What if they should be the 
elect of God, fetched from different parts, and brought 
Sato your families, on purpose, that l^ means of their 
situation, they may be brought home to the Shepherd 
of souls ! O that the souls of our servants were more 
regarded by us ! that We might give a better demons 
stratioh that we despise not our own souls, by doing 
what we can for the souls of our servants ! How cai* 
we pretend to Christianity, when we do no more to 
christianise our servants ! Verily, you must give an 
account to God concerning them. If they should be 
lost through your negligence, what answer can you 
make to ^^ God, the Judge of all V^ Methinks, com- 
mon principles of gratitude should incline you to study 
the happiness of those, by whose labours your lives are 
so much accommodated. Certainly, thoy would be the 
Vetter servants to yoo, more ftdthfttl^ honest) industrlr 
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ous, Jind fiubnussive, for your bidogi^ them Mo4kt 
•ervic^ of your common Lord.* 



ON DOING GOOD TO OUR SERVANTS. 

I HAVE somewhere met with a paper undet* this'titl^ 
the RESOLUTION OF A HASTfiR ; wMch may be proper- 
ly inserted in this place.t 

I. I would always remember, that my servants 
are, in some sense, my children ; and by taking care 
that they want nothing which may be good for tbem, 
I would make tbem as my children ; and, as far as 
the methods of insdlling piety into the mind, which 
I use with my children, may be properly and pru- 
dently used with my servants, they shall be partakers 
in them. Nor will 1 leave them ignorant of any 
thing, wherein I may instruct them 40 be useful to 
their generation.^ 

II. I will see that my servants be furnished with 
Bibles, and be able and careful to read the lively ora- 
cles. I will put Bibles and other good and proper 
books into their hands ; wilt allow them time to read, 
and assure myself that they do not mispend thia time. 
If I can discern any wicked books in their hands^ I 
will take away from them those pestilential instru- 
ments of wickedness. They shall also write as well 
as read, if I may be^able to bring them to it. And I 
will appoint them, now and then, such things to write, 
as may be for the greatest advantage. 

III. I will have my servants present at the re- 
ligious exercises of my family ; and will drop, either 
in the exhortations, in the prayers, or in the daily 
sacri£ces of the family, such passslges as may have a 
tendency to quicken a sense of religion in them. 



■**^ 



* Jn ike Qriginat worky some obesrvations are mad€ w 
ikii pUiee' with respect to the usage of slaves ; but as the 
subject has happily no connection with our country^ the 
passage is here omitted, 

t The modesty of the atUhor thm expresses^ prc^ably^ 
his own production. 
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IV. The article of cfttechlMng-, as far a§ the age- 
>r state of the servants will permit it to be done with 
lecency, shall exteod to f hem also. And they shall 
)e concerned in the conferences in v^hich I may be 
engaged with my family^ in the repetition of the pub- 
ic sermons. If any of them, when they come to moi, 
ihall not have learned the catechism, 1 will take care 
:hat they doit, and will give them a reward when they 
bave accomplished it. 

V. 1 will be very inquisitive and solicitous about 
the company chosen by my servants; and with all 
possible earnestness will rescue them from the snares 
3f evil company, and forbid their heiog the ^^compan^ 
tons of fools." 

VI. Such of my servants as may be capable of the ' 
task, I will employ to teach lessons of piety to my 
children, and will recompense them for so doing. 
But I would, by a particular artifice, contrive them 
to be such lessons as may be for their own edification 
too. 

VII. I will sometimes call my servants alone ; 
talk to them about the state of their souls; tell Ihem 
how to close with their only Saviour; charge them to 
do well, and "lay hold on eternal life;" and shew 
them, very particularly how they may render all they • 
do for me, a service to the glorious Lord ; how they- 
may do ail from a principle of obedience to him, and 
become entitled to the " reward of the heavenly in- 
heritance." 

To these resolutions I add the foil owing passages 
as an Appendix % 

Age is nearly sufficient, with some masters, to 
obliterate every letter and action in the history of a 
meritorious life; and> old services are generally 
buried under the ruins of an old carcase. It is a bar- 
barous inbumaiiity m men towards their servants, to 
account their small- failings as crimes, without al- 
lowing their past services to have been virtues. Gra- 
cious God, keep thy sersi^aal from SHch= base ingrati- 
tu4e ! 

But theof O'StatVAWTS^' if yen would obtain " the 
reward of the inheritance," each of you should set 
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yourself to inqtiire — ^' How shall I approre myself 
such a serTani that the Lord may bless the house of 
my master the more for my being in it V^ Certainly, 
there are many ways in which servants may become 
blessing^. Let your studies^ with your coQtinuai 
prayers for the welfare of the families to which you 
belong, and the example of jrour sober carriage, ren- 
der you such. If you will but remember four words, 
and attempt all that is comprised iu them, 

OBEDIENCE, fiONESTY, INDUSTRY, and PIETY, 

you will be the blessings and the Josephs of the fami- 
lies in which you live. Let these fo^r words be dis- 
tinctly and frequently recollected ^ and cheerfully 
perform all your business, on this t:onsideratioti-Mbat 
it is an obedience to Hearen, and from thence will 
have a recompense. It was the observation even of a 
Pagan, ^^ that a master may receive a benefit from a 
servant ;" and, ^^ What is done with the afifection ot* 
« friend, ceases to be the act of a mere servant.^'* 
Even the maid sBiirANTs of the bouse may render a 
great service to it, by instructing the infants, and id^ 
stilling into their minds, the lessons of goodness. 
Thus, by Bilhah and Zilpah, may children be born 
again ; thus the mistresses, by the travail of their 
hand-maids, may have children brought into the king- 
"dom of God. 

I proceed — Humanity teaches us to take notice of 
all our kindred Nature bespeaks what we call a 
^^ natural affection^' to all who are a-kin to lis ? to be 
destitute of It is a very bad character ^ it is a brand 
am the worst of men, on such as forfeit tbeliame of 
man. But Christianity is intended to improve it. 
Our natural affection is to be improved into a rellg^ 
ious intention. Reader, make a catalogue of all your 
more distant relatives* Consider them one by one ; 
and make each of them the sul^ect of your ^ good 
devices,^ A^ this question » "How may I pursue 
the :good Df such a relative t By what means may I 
render such a relative the better for me ?" It is poesi^ 

* ^uod JU affectu amtct, desinit esse mimsterium* 
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We that you may do something for your relatives 
ivhlch may afford them cause to bless God for your 
relation to them. Have they no calamity under 
ivhich you may give them relief? Is there no tempta- 
tion against which you may give them some caution T 
Is there no article of their prosperity to which you 
may he subservient ? At least, with your affectionate 
prayers, you may go over your catalogue ; you may 
pray for each of them successively bjf name ; and why 
may you not put proper books of piety into their 
fiands, to be durable memorials of their duties to God, 
and of your desires for their good ? 



ON DOING GOOD TO O0R NEIGHBOURS. 

Tms exceHent zeal should be extended to the 
KEiGHBoURHooD. Neighbours ! you stand related 
to each other ; and you should contrive how others 
should have reason to rejoice in your neighbourhood, 
*' The. righteous is more excellent than his neigh- 
bour ;" but we shall scarcely allow him (o be so, ua- 
less be be more excellent as a neighbour : he must 
e:xcel in the duties of good neighbourhood. Let that 
man be better than his neighbour, who labours moat 
to be a better neighbour — to do most good to his 
neighbour. 

And here, first, the poor people ih^t lie wounded 
must have oil and wine poured into tlveir wounds. 
It ivas a charming trait in the character of a modern 
prince — " to be in distress is to deserve his favour." 
O g'pod neighbour ! put on that princely, that more 
than royal quality. See who in the neighbourhood 
may ihus deserve thy favour. We are told th?it 
"pure religion and undefiled (a jewel not counterfeit- 
ed, and without a flaw.) is to visit the fatherless and 
ividows in their affliction." The orphans and the wid- 
ows, and all the children of affliction in the neif:h- 
bourhood, must be visited and relieved with all suita- 
ble kindness. 

Neighbours ! be conceri^ed that the orphans and 
the widows may be well provided for. They meet 
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with grieyous difficulties, with unknown temptatioofl. 
When their nearest relatives were living, they were, 
perhaps, but meanlj piovidedfor : what then must be 
their present solitary condition ? That condition 
should be well considered ; and the result of the con- 
sideration should be, ^^I delivered the orphan who had 
no helper, and I caused the widow^s heart to sing for 
joy." 

By the same rule, all the afflicted in the neighbour- 
hood are to be considered. Would it be too mnch 
for you once in a week, at least, to think " What 
neighbour is reduced to pinching and painful poverty, 
or impoverished with heavy losses ? What neighbour 
is languishing with sickness, especially with severe 
disease, and of long continuance ? What neighbour is 
broken-hearted with the loss of a dear and desirable 
relative ? What neighbour has a soul violently assault- 
ed by the enemy of souls ?^' and then consider, 
"What can be done for such neighbours ?" 

In the first place, you will pity them. The evangeli- 
cal precept is, " Have compassion one of another — 
be pitiful." It was of old and ever will be a just ex- 
pectation, '^To him that is afflicted, pity should be 
shewn ;" and let our pity to ths distressed be express- 
ed by x)ur prayer for them. It would be a very love- 
ly practice for you in the daily prayer of your closet 
every evening to think, ^^What miserable object have 
I seen to-day, for whom I may do well now to entreat 
the mercies of the Lord?" But this is not all; it is 
possible, nay probable, that you may do well to visit 
them ; and when you \ish them, comfort them ; 
carry them some good word, which may raise glad- 
ness in a heart stooping with heaviness. 

And, lasll}' : Render tham all the assistance which 
their necessities may require. Assist them by your 
^idvicc ; assist them by obtaining the help of other 
persons on their behalf; and, if it be needful, bestow 
your ALMS upon them ; ^^ Deal thy bread to the 
hungry ; bring to thy house the poor that are cnst 
out ; when thou seest the naked cover him f' at least, 
exercise A''azianzen^s charity ; " Si nihil habes, da 
lacrymulam;" ^^Ifyou have nothing else to bestow 
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tipoQ the miserable, bestow a tear or two upon their 
miseries." This little is belter than notliing. 

Would it be amiss for you, always to have lying by 
you, a list of the poor in your neighbourhood, or of 
those whose calamities may call for the assistance of 
the neighbourhood? Such a list would often furnish 
you with matter for useful conversation, when you are 
conversing with your friends, whom you may hereby 
*'provoke to love and to good works." 

I will go on to say, Be glad of opportunities to do 
§ood in your neighbourhood : yea, look out for them ; 
lay hold on them with a rapturous assiduity.. Be sor- 
iry for all the sad circumstances of your neighbour 
ivhich render your exertions necessary ; yet, be glad, 
if any one tell you of them. Thank him who givess 
you the information, as having therein done you a 
very great kindness. Let him know that he could 
not, by any means, have obliged you more. Cheer- 
fully embrace every opportunity of shewing civility to 
your neighbours, whether by le^nding, by watching, or 
by any other method in your power. And let the 
pleasantness of your countenance prove that 3 ou do 
this willingly T "Cum munere vultum." ''Let your 
wisdom cause your, face *to shine." Look upon your 
neighbours, not with a cloudy, but with a serene and 
shining face ; and shed the rays of your kindness 
upon them, with such affability, that they may see they 
are welcome to all you can do for them. Yea, stay 
not until you are told of opportunities to do good, but 
inquire after them, and let the inquiry be solicitous 
and unwearied. The incomparable pleasure which 
attends the performance of acts of Jbenevolence is 
worth a diligent inquiry. ^ 

There was a generous Pagan, who counted a day 
lost, in which he had not obliged some one. "Friends, 
I have lost a day!"* O Christian, let us try whether we 
cannot contrive to do something for one or other of 
our neighbours, every day that passes over our heads. 
Some do so; and with a better spiritthan ever actuated 
Titus Vespasian. Thrice, in the scriptures, we find 

* Amici^ diem perdidi. 
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the good angels rejoicing ; it is alwajs at the good of 
others. To rejoice io the e^ood of others^ and especial- 
ly in doing good to them, is angelical goodness. 

In promoting the good of the neighbourhood, I 
wish above allf that yon will consult their spiritoal 
good. Be concerned lest " the deeeitfiilness of sin" 
should destroy any of your neighbours* If there be 
any idle people among them, take pains to cure them 
of their idleness : do not nourish and harden them in 
it, but find employment for them ; set them to work, 
and keep them to work ; and then be as bountlAil to 
them as you please. 

If any poor children in the neighbourhood are to- 
tally destitute of education, do not suffer them to re- 
main in that state. Let care be taken that they may 
be taught to read, to learn their catechism, and the 
troths and ways of their only Saviour. 

Once more. If any persons in the neighbourhood 
are taking to bad courses, affectionately and faithfully 
admonish them : if any act as enemies to their own 
welfare, or that of their families, prudently dispense 
your admonitions to them : if there be any prayerless 
f^imilies, cease not to entreat and exhort them, till you 
have persuaded them to commence domestic worship. 
If there be any service of God or his people, to which 
any one is backward, tenderly excite him to it. What- 
ever snare you perceive a neighbour exposed to, be so 
kind as to warn him against it. By furnishing your 
neighbours with good books, or tracts, and obtaining 
their promise to read them, who can tell how much 
good may be done ! It is possible, that in this way, 
you may .administer with ingenuity and .efficacy, such 
reproofs as your neighbours may need, and without 
hindering your personal conversation with them on 
the same subjects, if they need your particutar advice. 

Finally, if there be any bad houses, which threaten 
to debauch and poison your neighbours ; let your 
charity induce you to exert yourself as much as pos- 
sible for their suppression. 

That my proposal " to do good in the neighbour- 
hood, and as a neighbour," may be more fully formed 
^ and followed, I will conclude by reminding you that 
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tnucb self-denial will be requisite in the execution of 
it; you must be armed against ail selfish intentions 
in these generous attempts. You must not employ 
j'our good actions as peisons use water^ which they 
pour into a pump, to draw up something for yonr- 
selves. Our Lord's direction is, "Lend, hoping for 
nothing again,"* and do good to such as you are nev- 
er liicely to be the better for. 

But then, there is something still higher to be re- 
quired ; that is, "Do good to those neighbours who 
have done you harm ;" so saith our Saviour, " Loye 
your enemies ; bless them that curse you ; do good 
to them that hate you, nd pray for them that despite- 
fuily use you, and persecute you." Yea, if an injury 
have been done you by any one, consider it as a prov- 
ocation to confer a benefit on him. This is noble ! It 
will afford much consolation. Some other method 
mi^ht make you even with your froward neighbours ; 
but this will place you above them all. It were nobly 
done, if in your evening retirement you have a pe- 
tition to God for the pardon and prosperity of any 
person who has injured you in the course of the day : 
and it would be excellent if, in looking over the cata- 
logue of such as have injured you, you should be able 
to say, (the only intention thai can justify your keep- 
in«r such a catalogue,) There is not one of these, to 
whom I have *not done, or attempted to do, a kind- 
ness. Among the Jews themselves, the Hasideans 
ofFt'red this daily petition to God, "Forgive all who 
trouble and harass us.'^t Christians, exceed them : 



* To lend a thing-, is, properl}-, to hope that we shall receive 
it again ; and this probably refers to the eraivismos, or Col- 
lation^ usual among the ancients, of which we find frequent 
mention in history. If any man by a fire, shipwreck, or 
othrr disaster, had lost his estate, his friends used to lend 
Lien a considerable sum to be repaid, not at a certain day, but 
wl»en he should find himself able, with convenience to repay 
it. Now persons would rarely lend on such occasions, unless 
they had soma reason to hope they should again receive their 
money, and that the person to whom it was lent, should also 
reqttUe their kindness, if they should ever need it. 

\ Reaiitte et condona ommbus qui vcxant nos. 

6* 
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Jastin Martyr tells us they did so in primitive times 
— "they prayed for their enemies." 

But 1 must not stop here ; something higher still 
is requisite. Do good to those neighbours who will 
speak evil of you for doing so : "Thus," aaith our 
Saviour, " ye shall be the childreti of the Highest, 
who is kind to the unthankful, and to the evil." You 
will constantly meet with Monsters of Ingratitude ; 
and if you distinguish a person, by doing far more for . 
him than for others, that very person perhaps will do 
you an injury. O the wisdom of Divine Providence, 
by which this is permitted, that you may learn to do 
good on a divine principle — good, merely for the sake 
of good ! " Lord, increase our faith !" 

There is a memorable passage in the Jewish re- 
cords. A certain gentleman was remarkably gener- 
ous, and many persons were constantly relieved by 
his bounty. One day he asked the following ques- 
tion : "Well, what do our people say to day ?" The 
answer was; "Sir, the people partook of your favours, 
and blessed you very fervently." " Did they so ?•' 
said he, "Then I shall have no great reward for this 
day." At another time, he asked the same question — 
"Well and what say our people now ?" They replied, 
"Alas I good Sir, the people enjoyed your favours to- 
day, and after all, they did nothing but rail at you." "In- 
deed !" said he, "then for this day I am sure that God 
will give me a good and a great reward." Thus then 
though vile constructions, and harsh invectives should 
be the present reward of your best offices for the neigh- 
bourhood ; yet be not discouraged : "Thy work shall 
be rewarded," saith the Lord. If your opportunities to 
do good extend no further, yet I will offer you a con- 
solation, which a certain writer has thus elegantly ex- 
pressed : "He who praises God only on a ten string- 
ed instrument ; whose authority extends no further 
than his own family, nor his example beyond his own 
neighbourhood, may have as thankful a heart here, ^ 
and as high a place in the celestial choir hereafter^ as 
the greatest monarch, who praises God upon an ia- 
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«^r anient of ten thousand strings, and upon the loud 
sounding organ, having as many millions of pipes as 
iiliere are subjects in his empire.'^ 



PRIVATE MEETINGS FOR RELIGIOrC. 

We cannot dismiss this part of the subject, with- 
out offering a Proposal to animate and regulate 
!PiuvATE Meetings of religious persons, for the 
exercises of religion. It is very certain that when 
such private meetings have been maintained, and 
"w^ell conducted, the Christians who hare composed 
tbem have, like so many '^ coals of the altar," kept 
one another alive, and been the means of maintaining 
a lively Christianity in the neighbourhood. Such 
societies have been strong and approved instruments, 
to uphold the power of godliness. The disuse of 
such societies has been accompanied v^ith a visible 
decay of religion : in proportion as they have been 
discontinued or disregarded in any place, the less hs^s 
g'odliness flourished. 

The rules observed by some Associated Fami* 
LIES may be offered with advantage, on this occa- 
sion. They will shew us what good may be done in 
a neighbourhood, by the establishment of such so* 
cieties. 

1 . It is proposed. That a select number of families, 
perhaps about twelve, agree to meet, (the men and 
their wives) at each other^s houses alternately, once 
in a fortnight or a month, or otherwise, as shall be 
thought most proper, and spend a suitable time to- 
gether, in religious exercises. 

2. The exercises of religion proper for such a 
meeting are ; for the brethren in rotation to com- 
mence and conclude with prayer ; for psalms to be 
sung ; and for sermons to berepeated. 

3. It were desirable, for the ministers, now and 
then, to be present at the meeting, and pray with 
them, instruct and exhort them, as they may see 
occasion. 
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4. Candidates for the ministry may do well to per- 
form theij fir^t offices here, and thereby prepare 
themselves for further services. 

5. One special design of the meeting- should be 
with united prayers to ask the blessing of Heaven on 
the family where they are assembled, as well as on 
the rest : that with the wondrous force of united 
prayers, " two or three may agree on e.rrth, to ask 
such thina^s" as are to be done for the families, by 
"our Father which is in heaven." 

6. The members of such a society should consider 
themselves, as bound up in one ^^ bundle of love ;"' 
and count themselves obliged, by \ery close and 
strong bonds, to he serviceable to one another. If any 
one m the society should fall into affliction, all the rest 
should presently study to relieve and sopport the 
afflicted person in every possible way. If any one 
should fall into temptation, the rest should watch over 
him, and with the "spirit of meekness," with "meek- 
ness of wisdom," endeavour to recover him. It 
should be like a law of the Medes and Persians to the 
whole society, — that they will, upon all just occasions, 
affectionately give and receive mutual admonitions of 
anj' thing that they may see amiss in each other. 

7. It is not easy to calculate the good offices which 
such a society may do to many other persons, besides 
its own members. The prayers of such well-disposed 
societies may fetch down marvellous favours from 
heaven on their pastors ; their lives may be prolong- 
ed, their gifts augmented, their graces brightened, 
and their labours prospered, in answer to the suppli- 
cations of such associated families. The interests of 
religion may be also greatly promoted in the whole 
flock, by their fervent supplications ; and the Spirit 
of srrace mightily poured out upon the rising genei^- 
tion ; yea, the country at large may be the better for 
them 

8. The society may, on peculiar occasions, set 
apart whole days for fasting and prayet*. The suc- 
cess of such days has been sometimes very remark- 
able, and the savour which they have left on the 
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minds of those who hay« engaged in theiO) baa been 
sucb, as greatlj toprepsire them, to , "show, forth the 
dQath of tbci Lord," si, bi^ holjc table ;. yea,, to. meet 
tbeir owo^ deaths wheo Qod has, beeo plejmd„tOi ap- 
point it, 

9. It, is yery. cevt^iiD^, that r the dov.otijOaa.c a^d 
coDfiireopes carried; oq in such a society, ^viU not ooly 
have a wonderful tendency to produce the ^^comfort 
of love" in the hearts, of good, men tow^rdft one 
another ; but that their ability to serve many valua- 
ble interests will sA^o thereby be much increased. 

10, Unexpected opportunities to do good will 
arise to such a society ; and especially if such a plan 
as the following were adopted : That the men, who 
compose the society, would now and then spend half 
an hour by themselves, in considering that questiop, 
Wkat good is thert to he done ? More particularly, 

Who are to be called upon to do their duty, in 
coming to special ordinances ? 

Who are in any peculiar adversity ; and what may 
be done to comfort them ? 

What contention or variance may there be among 
any of our neighbours ; and what may be done for 
healing it ? 

What open transgressions do any live in; and who 
shall be desired to carry faithful admonitions to them ? 

Finally : What is there to be done for the advan- 
tage and advancement of our holy religion? 

In the primitive times of Christianity, much use 
i)Fas made of a saying, which was ascribed to Matthi^is 
the apostle: "If tte neighbour of an elect, or godly 
man sin, the godly man himself has also sinned." 
The intention of that saying was, to point out the 
obligation of neighbours watchfully to admonish one 
another. O how much may Chpistians,' associated in 
religious societies, effect by watchful and faithful ad- 
monitions, to prevent their being "partakers in other 
men^ sins !" The man, who shalj produce and pro- 
mote such societies, will do an incalculable servi<^e. to 
the neighbourhood* 
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I proceed to mention another sort of society ; 
namely, that of toung men associated. 

Societies of this description, duly managed, and 
countenanced by the pastor, have been incomparabie 
nurseries to the churches. Young men are hereby 
preserved from very many temptations, rescued from 
the "paths of the destroyer," confirmed in the "right 
ways of the Lord," and much prepared for such re- 
ligious exercises as will be expected from them, when 
they shall themselves become householders. 

I will here lay before the reader, some orders 
which have been observed in some societies of this 
nature. 

•1. Let there be two hours at a time set apart for 
the purpose ; in which, let two prayers be oflFered by 
the members in rotation ; and between the prayers let 
there be singing, and the repetition of » sermon. 

2. Let all the members of the society resolve to be 
charitably watchful over one another ; never to divulge 
each other's infirmities; always to give information 
of every thing which may appear to call for admoni- 
tion, and to take it kindly whenever it is given. 

3. Let all, who are to be admitted as members of 
the society, be accompanied, by two or three of the 
rest, to the minister of the place, that they may re- 
c*^ive his holy counsel and directions, and that every 
thing may be done with his approbation ; after which, 
let their names be added to the roll. 

4. If any person thus enrolled among them, fall in- 
to a scandalous iniquity, let the rebukes of the society 
be dispensed to him ; and let them/orbid him to come 
among them any more, until he give suitable evidence 
of repentance. 

5. Let the list be once a quarter called over ; and 
then, if it appear that any of the society have much 
absented themselves, let some' of the members be 
sent to inquire the reason of their absence; and if no 
reason be given, but such as intimates an apostasy 
from good beginnings, and if they remain obstinate, 
let them be dismissed, with kind and faithful ad- 
monitions. 
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16. Once in three months, let there be a collection, 
if necessary, oat of which the unavoidable expenses of 
the societj, shall be defrayed, and the rest be employed 
ibr such pious purposes, as may be agreed on. 

7. Once in two months, let the whole time be de- 
moted to supplications for the conversion and salvation 
of the rising generation ; and particularly for the suc- 
cess of the gospel, in that congregation to which the 
society belongs. 

8. Let the whole society be exceedingly careful that 
their conversation, while they are together, after the 
other services of religion are over, have nothing in it, 
that may have any taint of backbiting or vanity, or the 
least relation to the affairs of government, or to things 
-which do not concern them, and are not likely to pro- 
mote their advantage. But let their conversation be 
^ivbolly on matters of religion, and those also, not dis- 
putable and controversial subjects, but points of prac- 
tical piety. For this purpose, questions may be pro- 
posed, on which every one, in order, may deliver his 
sentiments ; or, they may go through a catechism ; 
and every one, in rotation, may hear all the rest recite 
the answers ; or they may be directed by their pas- 
tor to spend their time profitably in some other 
manner. 

9. Let every person in the society consider it as a 
' special task incumbent on him, to look out for some 

other hopeful young man, and to use all proper means 
to eng^age him in the resolutions of godliness, until 
he also Rhall be united to the society. And when a 
society shall in this manner be increased to a fit num- 
ber, let it use its influence to form other similar soci- 
eties, who may hold a useful correspondence with 
each other. 

The man who shall be the instrument of establish- 
ing such a society n a place, cannot comprehend 
wliat a long and rich train of good conseqttences may 
result from his labours. And they who shall in such- 
a society carry on the duties of religion, and sing the 
praises of a glorious Christ, will have in themselves 
A blessed earnest that they shall be associated togeth- 
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trin'tlie bearenlj dtj^-and in the blettiedTCiii that 
•hall never ^lave an end. 
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WnOKMMLB TO THE UimtPEM OF THE 006PEX. 

liiTHERTo my discourse has been a more g'eneral 
address to persons of all conditions and capacities. I 
have proposed a few devices, bat those which are 
eqaally applicable to private persons, as to others. 
We will now proceed to address those who are in a 
more public situation. And because no men in the 
world are under such obligations to do good as the 
inNiSTER^ OF THE GOSPEL, ^^ it is necessarj that 
the word of God should be first spoken unto them." 
I trust, therefore, mj fathers and brethren in the 
ministry will "suffer the word of exhortation." 

It most be admitted, that they who are "men oi 
God" should be always at work for God. Certainly, 
they who are dedicated to the special service of the 
Lord, should never be satisfied, but when they are in 
the most sensible manner serving him. Certainly, 
they whom the great King has brought nearer to 
himself than other men, should be more unwearied 
than others, in endeavouring to advance his kingdom. 
They, whom the word of God calls angels, ought cer- , 
tainly to be of an angelical disposition ; always dispos- 
ed to do good, like the good angels ; — ministers ever 
on the wing to "do his pleasure." It is no improper 
proposal, they they would seriously set themselves to 
think, "What «are the points wherein I should be wise 
and do good, like an angel of God ? Or, if an angel 
were in the fiesh, as I am, and in such a post as 
mine, what methods may I justly imagine that he 
would use to glorify God ?" What wonderful offices 
of kindness would the good angels cheerfully perform 
^or such their "fellow servants !" 

We must call upon our people^ "to be ready to ev- 
ery good work." We must go before them in it, and 
by our own readiness, at every good work, show them 
the manner of performing it. " Timothy," said the 
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^pOsfle, " Be tboa aa exanaple of the believers.^' It 
is a true maxim, and you cannot think of it too fre- 
quently ; " The life of a minister is the life of his 
ministry." There is also another maxim of the same 
kind; ^'The sins of teachers are the teachers of 
sins." 

Allow me^ Sirs, to say, that your opportunities to 
do good are singqlar. Your want of worldly riches, 
•and g^enerally of any means of obtaining them, is 
compensated by those opportunities to do good, witli 
which you are enrioked. The true spirit of a minis- 
ter will cause you to consider yourselves enriched^ 
when those .precious things are conferred upon you, 
and to prize them above lands, or money, or any teih 
poral possessions whatever. '^ Let me abound in 
good works, and I care not who abounds in riches"'^ 
Well said, brave Melancthon ! 

It is to be hoped, that the main principle which ac«> 
tuated you, when you first entered upon the evangel- 
ical ministry, was a desire to do good in the world. 
If that principle was then too feeble in its operation, 
it is time that it should now act more vJgourousiy, and 
that a zeal for doing good should now ^'eat up" your 
time, your thoughts, your all. 

That you may be good men^ and be mightily iij* 
spired aad assisted from Heaven to do good, it is need<* 
fol thfft you should be men of prayer. This, my first 
regtiest, I suppose to be fully admitted. In pursu- 
ance of this intention, it appears very necessary thai 
you should occasionally set apart whole days for se- 
cret prayer and fasting, and thus perfume your stu- 
dies with extraordinary devotions: ffuch exercises 
may be also properly accompanied with the giving of 
alms, to go up as a memorial before the Lord. By these 
means, you may obtain, together with the par Jon of 
your unfruitfulness, (for which, al *s 1 wc have such 
frequent occasion to apply to the great Sacrifice,) a 
wonderful improvement in piety and sanctity ; the 

* /rt operibus sit abundantia mm ; divitiis per me licit^ 
idbundet^ ^uisquis volueriU 

9 
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Ta$t importance of which, to form a useful mioister) 
none can describe ! *^ Sanctify them in (or for) thy 
trnth/' said our Saviour. They should he sancHfiedj 
who would hccome instruments, for the propagation 
of the truth. You may obtain, by prayer^ rsuch an 
influence from Jieaven upon your minds, and -such an 
indwelling of the Holy Spirit, as will render yoa 
grave, discreet, humble, generous, and worthy to be 
^' greatly beloved." You may obtain those influences 
from above that will dispel the enchantments, sind 
conquer the' temptations 'Which might otherwise 60 
much mischief ip your neighbourhood. You may 
obtain direction and assistance for the many services 
requisite to 'be performed, in the discharge of your 
ministry. Finally, you may fetch down unknown 
blessings on your flocks, and on the people at large, 
for whom you are to be the Lord's remembrancers. 

Your public prayers, if suitably composed, willbe 
excellent engines to "do good." The more judicious, 
the more affectionate, the more argumentative you are 
in them, the more you will teach your people to 
pray. And I would aslc, how can you prosecute any 
intention of piety among your people more effectual- 
ly, than by letting them see you praying, weeping, 
striving, and in an importunate agony before the 
Lord, in order to obtain the blessing for them ? The 
more appropriately you represent the various oases 
of your people in your public prayors, the more de- 
voutly sensible you will make them of their own 
cases ; and by this mefins they will obtain much con- 
solation. The prayers you offer at bjiftisms may 
be so managed as greatly to awaken in the minds of 
all present, a sense of their baptismal obligations. 
What effusions of the Holy Spirit may your people 
experience, if your prayers at the table of the Lor4, 
«houId be such ns Nnzianzen describes his father's to 
have been ;-— ."Made by the Holy Spirit of God.'' 

Your sermons, if (hey be well studied, as they ought 

to be; from the consideration of their being offerings 

t^ God, as well as to his people, will "do g^od" be- 

^ yond all expression. The manner, of your stiidying 
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them -may very much cootiibute to thefr usefolness. 
It is Decessary that you carefaily cdnsider the state 
of your flocks; and bring; them such truths, nn wilt 
best suit their' present circumstances. In order to 
this, yoi will observe their condition, their fault:!^ 
their snares, and their griefs; that you may ^' speak 
a word in season ;" and that, if any remarkable prov- 
idence occur among your people, you may make - a 
-suitable improvement of it. It will be useful to con« 
eider the different ages and circumstances of your 
people, and what lessons of piety may be inculcated 
on each ; what exhortations should be given to the 
communicants, to those who are under the bonds of 
the covenant; what advice should be addressed to the 
aged ; what admonitions to the poor, to the rich, to 
the worldly, and to those who are in public situa- 
tions ; what consolations should be afforded to the af- 
flicted ; and what instruction may- be necessary, 
ivith respect to the* personal callings of your hearer?. 
Above all, the young must not be forgotteirr 3'ou 
will employ all possible means to cultivate early piefy. 
Yea, you may do well to make it understood, that 
you would willingly be informed, by any persons or 
societies in your flocks, what subjects they may wish 
to hear explained. By giving them sermons on such 
subjects, you will at least very much edify those who 
requested them ; and it is probable, many other per- 
sons besides. 

In studying your sermons, it might be profitable at 
the close of every paragraph, to pause, and endeav- 
our, with ejaculations to Heaven and self-examination, 
to feel some impression of the troths contained in 
that paragraph on your own mind, before you pro- 
ceed any farther. By such a practice, the hours 
%yhjch you spend in composing a sermon, will prove 
to you so many hours of devotion ; the day in which 
you have made a sermon, will even leave upon your 
mind such a savour as a day of prayer commonly 
does. When you come to preach the sermon, you 
will do it with' great liberty and assurance ; and the 
trqthstl^us prepared will be likely to come with mor©^ 
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i>eiisil>Ie wnrmth and life upon the auditory : — froo^ 
the heart, and to the heart I A famous preacher ased 
fo say, ^4 neTer dare to preach a sermoo to others, 
till I hare first got some good by it myself.'' Aad I 
will add, that such a method is most likely to render 
it cisefal to others. Let the saying of the ancientB be 
rcmemhered : «^ He that trifles in the pulpit shall 
ueep in hell ;"* and the modlem saying, " Coid 
preachers make bold sinners.^' 

How much good may be done, Sirs, by your visrrs S 
It Hould be well for you to impose it as a law upon 
yourselves ; '♦•Never to make an unprofitable visit.'* 
Even when you p«y^ a visit merely for the sake of 
civility or entertainment, il would be easy for yen to 
observe this law ; "That you will drop some sen tence 
or other, which may be good for the use of edifying, 
before you leave the company." There have been 
pastors who have been able to say ^ that they scarce 
ever went into a house among their- people, without 
some essay or purpose to do good'in the house before 
they left it. 

The same rule might properly be observed- with 
such as come to u?, as well us with those whom we 
visit. Why should any of our people ever come 
Dear up, without our contriving to speak something to 
them that may be for their advantage ? Peter Martyr 
having spent mnny days in Bucer's house, published 
this report of his vi'?lt; "I can truly affirm, tbat~ I 
never left bis table, without some addition to my 
knowledge !"t 1 make no doubt that the observation of 
this rule may be very consistent, with an affable, asd, 
1X9 far as is suitablevJ^ facetious conversation. Ballet 
it be remembered, that, "What are but jests in the 
mouth of tlie people, are blasphemies in the mouth 
of the priest."t 

* Qui ludit in cathedra^ Ivgebit in gchenna. 
^Ausim qfflrmare^ me ab illiuf mensoy semper dUtcfis- 
shse doctiorem, 

j Qjuc sunt in. ore populi nugcey 4un4 in ore wjcerdo^ 

Uasphcmicf:.. 
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Bttt, Sirs, in 3'our visits you will take a particular 
notice of the^ widow, the orphan, and the afflicted, and 
afford them all possible relief. The bills put up in 
yovtr congregation will, in some measure, assist you 
to find out who need your visits. * 

When any peculiar calamity hath befallen anj one, 
it is a suitable time to visit such a person, to direct 
and persuade him to hear the voice of God in the 
calamity, and to comply with the intent and errand 
upon which it comes. Another very proper time for 
a visit is, whe«i any special deliverance has been re- 
ceived. Those who have been thus favoured should 
be admonished to contrive some remarkable manner 
Iq which they may express their thankfulness for the 
deliverance : nor should jou leave them, until such a: 
determination be made. The handmaids of the Lord, 
IV ho are near the hour of difficulty and danger, may 
on this account be very proper objects for your visits. 
At such a ttme they are in much distress; the ap- 
proaching hour of trouble threatens to be their dying 
hour. The counsels that shall exactly instruct them" 
how to prepare for a dying hour will now, if pver, be 
attentively heard: and there are precious promises of 
God, upon which they should also no\V be taught to 
live. To bring them these promises will be the' 
work of a ^*good angel," and will cause you tp be wel- 
comed by them as such. 

Catechising is a noble exercise; it will insensibly 
bring you into a way to " do good," that surpasses all 
expression. Your sermons will be very much lost 
upon an uncatechised people. Nor will your people' 
mind so much what you address to them from the 
pulpit, as what you speak to them in the more con- 
descending and familiar way of applying the answers 
of the catechism. Never did any minister repent of 
his labour in catechising^; thousands have blessed 
God for the wonderful success which has attended it. 
The most honourable man of God should consider it 
110 abasement pr abatement of his honour, to stoop to^ 
this way of teaching. . Yea, some eminent pastors in 
their old age. when other iabours bavie been too hatJ 
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for them, have, like the famous old Gerson, ivhoUy 
gi?lDg themselves up to citechising ; thoug-h there 
have been others, of whom that renofr&ed chancellor 
of Paris, in his treatise^ '^ Of bringing children to 
Christ,^"*' mikes » sad complaint ; ^ In the opinion of 
many, it would be degrading for our divines, or 
literary ch:vracter», or dignitaries in the church, to ap- 
ply themselves to this kind of work.'^t 

Those pastors who so love a glorious Christ as to 
regard his word, " Ffeed my lambs," will varj their 
methods of carrying on this exercise, according to 
particular circumstances. Some have chosen the way 
of pastoral visits ; and from the memorials of- one 
who long since did so, and afterwards left his advice 
to his son upon this subject. I will transcribe the 
following passages : 



DiaECTIONg FOR PASVORAL VISTIg; 

You may resolve to visit all the families belonging: 
to your congregation ; taking one afternoon in a week 
for that purpose : and it may be proper to give pre- 
vious notice to ca«;h family, that you intend at such a 
time- t» visit them. On visiting a family, you may 
endeavour, with addresses as forcible and respectful as 
possible, to treat with every person particularly about 
their everlasting interests. 

First, you may discourse with the elder people 
upon such points as you think most proper with them. 
Especially charge them to maintain family-prayer; 
and obtain their promise of establishing it, if it has 
l>een hitherto neglected ; yea, pray with them, that 
you may shew them how to pray, as well as obtain 
tUeir purposes for it. Yon may likewise press upon 
them the care of instructing their children and ser- 
vants in the hely religion of our Saviour, to bring 
them up for him. 

"" ' ' ' ■ ' " - ■ .» . ■-■.-,., p ., .^ _ ^ ■ 

* Deputrii ad Christum trakendis, 

t Jdeo jam indigum videtur apud muHos^ it quia ex 
fheologisj autfamafut in Uteris^ vel ecclcsia^tica dignituu 
prxdiius^ ad hcc opus se iaclinaverit. 
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If any with whom you should have spoken are ab- 
sent, jou may frequently leave one or two Solemn 
tex.ts. of thcr sacred scripture, which you may think 
most suitable for them; desiring some one present 
affectionately to remember you to them, and from yo« 
to recommend to them that oracle of God. 

YoQ may then call for the children- and servants ; 
and putting to them such questions of the catechism 
as you think fit, you may, from the answers, make 
lively applications to them, for engaging them to the 
fear of God. You may frequently obtain from them 
promises relating to secret prayjer, reading of the 
scriptures, and obedience to their parents and masters. 
You may also frequently set before them the proposals 
of the new covenant, after you have laboured for their 
conviction and awakening ; till with floods of tears, 
they expressly declare their consent to it^ and their 
acceptance of it. 

Some of the younger people you may order to 
bring their Bibles, and read to you from thence two 
or three verses, to which you may direct them ; this 
will try, whether or not they can read- well. You. 
may then encourage thenv to think on such things as 
you remark from the passage, and never to forget 
those '^ faithful sayings'' of God. You may some- 
times leave-with them some serious question, which 
you may tell them they shall not answer to you but 
to themselves ; sdch as the following: ^^Whathave 
I been doing ever since J came into the world, about 
the great errand upon which God. sent me into the 
world!" ^^If God should now gbU me out of the 
world, what would become of me throughout eternal; 
ages ?" "Have I ever yet by faith carried a perishing^ 
soul to my only Saviour, both for righteousness and' 
salvation ?" . 

You will enjoy a most wonderful presence of God 
with you, in this undertaking ; and' will seldom leave 
a family without having observed many tears of devo-. 
tion shed by all sorts of persons in it. As you can 
seldom visit more than four or five families in an after- 
noon, the work may be as laborious as any part o( 
your ministry.^ 
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^ Mj SOD, I advice you to set a special vulae on th<it 
part of your ministry, wliich is to be discharged in 
pastoral visits.. You will not only do e^ood, but also 
get good, by your conversation with all sorts of 
persons, in thus visiting them "from house to bouse/'' 
And you will never more ^^walk in the Spirit,^' than 
when you thus walk among your flocky to do what 
good you can amongst them. 

In your visits an incredible deal of good may be 
done, by distributing little books of piety. You may, 
without much expense, be furnished with such books 
to suit all persons and circumstances : books for the 
old and for the young — for persons under affliciions 
or desertions — for persons who are under the power 
of particular vices — for those who neglect domestic 
religion — for sea-faring persons — ^for the erroneous — 
for those whom you would quicken and prepare to ap- 
proach the table of the Lord-— for those who are about 

^ to have their children baptized ; and catechisms for 
the ignorant. You may remarkably enforce your 
admonitions, by leaving suitable books in the hands of 
those with whom you have' conversed $ you may give 
them to understand,.thatyou would be still consi^red 
as. conversing with them by these books^ after you 
have left them. And in this way you ^liiay spjeak 
more than you have time to do in any personal inter- 
view ; yea, sometimes, more than you would wish to«. 
do. By good books a salt of piety is scattered about 
a neighbourhood.* 

Pastors, uphold and cherish good schools in your 
t(Pwns ! And be prevailed upon oecasiooally to' visit 
the schools. That holy man, Mr. Thomas White, 
expressed a desire, "That able and- zealous ministers 
would sometimes preaoh at the schools ; becaose 
preaching is^ the converting ordinance ; and the chil- 
dren will be obliged to hear with more attention in 

the school than in the public congregation ; and the*. 

^Afew years ago a society was established in Londot^ 
entitled^ ^^ The Religious Tract Sotiety^^ by whom a great 
number and variety of tracts have been published^ cmd at 
a very cheap: rate. These productions are very happily 
adapted to the pious purpose proposed by our author^ 
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ministers nilglit here coodiisceDd to such expressions 
as might work mo!4t upoo them, and jet not be so fit 
for a pablic congregation." I have read the following 
account of one, who was awakened by this adyice to 
act accordingly : "At certain times he snccessirelj 
visited the schools. When he went to a school, he 
tirst offered a prayer for the children, as much adapt- 
ed to their condition, as he could make it. Then he 
went through the catechism, or a» much of it as he 
thought necessary ; making the several children re- 
peat the several answers r but he divided the ques 
tioQS, that every article in the answers might be un- 
derstood by them ;' expecting them^ to answer. Yes,, 
or No, to each of these divisions. He also put to 
them such questiohs, as would make them see and 
own their duties, and often express a resolution to 
perform them. Then he preached a short sermon to 
them, exceedingly plain, on some suitable scripture, 
with all possible ingenuity and earnestness, in order 
to excite their attentive regard. After this, he sin- 
gled out a number of scholars, perhaps eight or ten, 
und bid each of them turn to a certain scripture, which, 
he made tbem read to the whole school ; giving them- 
to see, by his brief remarks upon it, that it contained 
something which it particularly concerned children to 
take notice of. Then he concluded with a short 
prayer, for a blessing on the school andon the tutors." 

While we are upon the subject of visiting,.!' would 
observe that you will not fail to visit the poor as well 
as the rich; and often mention the condition of the 
poor, in your conversation with the rich. Keep, Sir, 
a list of them. Recollect that although the wind does 
not feed any one, yet that it turns the mill which 
grinds the com, the food of the poor. When con- 
versing with the rich, you may do this for the poor 
who are on your list. 

Iq visiting the poor, you will take occasion to dis- 
pense your alms among them. These alms, you 
will, with as mjuch contrivance as possible, use as ve 
hides for conveying to them the admonitions of pie* 
t^ ; yea,, me^ns and instruioents oS ohtainiog frovi. 
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them ftOBie engagements to perform certaift ex€rci6€i 
of piety. AH miniMlers are not alike lunched fo?^ 
alms, but all should be disposed for them. ^Hiei 
that have small families, or krge interests, ought u 
be shining examples of liberality to the peor, ant, 
pour down th^ir alms upon them, like the shower^ 
of beayen. All should endeavour to do what the; 
can in this way. What says Naziaazen of his rero 
end father's alms-deeds ? They will find that the 
more they do (provided it be done with discretion) tbe 
more they are able to do : the loaves will multiply a 
tiie distribution. Sirs, this bounty of yours to tbt 
poor will procure a wonderful esteem and success k 
four ministry. ^' Suadet lingua, jubet vita.'* It wjI! 
be an irrefragable demonstration that you beHere 
what you speak concerning all the duties of christJR^- 
ity, but particularly those of liberality, a faithful dis- 
charge of our stewardship, and a mind weaned from 
the love of this world ; it will demonstrate yourbelicl 
of a future state ; it will vindicate youfrom4he impo- 
tation of a worldly man ; it will embolden and fortify' 
you, when you call upon others to do good, and to 
abound in those sacrifices with which God is well- 
pleased. Et sic exempla parantur ! 

You' will do well to keep a watchful eye on th<" 
disorders which may arise andinorease in your-aeigh- 
bourhood. Among oth^r ways of suppressing these 
things, you may form societies for this purpose : 
obtain a fit number of prudent, pious, well-disposed 
men, to associate with this intention, and employ their 
discretion and activity, for your assistance in these 
holy purposes. 
\ One of the rules given for the minister is, "Give 

thyself to reading." Sirs, let Gregory's Pastoral, 
and Bowles' Pastor Evangelicus, form part of yonr 
reading. Also if you read Church History much, 
particularly the Prudentia Veteris Ecclesise, written 
by Vedelius, together with the lives of both ancient 
and modern divines, you will frequently (ind ^^meth- 
ods to do good" exemplified. You will then consider 
how far you may »'go apd do likewise." 
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flow serriceable may ministers be to one another, 
iDd to all the churches, in their several associations. 
odeed, it is a pity that there should ever be the leasft 
occasional ^^ meeting of ministers,^ without some 
ISC fill thing proposed in it. 

Nero took if very ill that Vespasian slept at his 
nusic: It is very much to be wished that the sin of 
leepiog at sermons were more guarded against and 
eproved in your sleepy hearers ; if indeed it is prop- 
ir to call those hearers who miserably lose the good 
)f your ministry, and perhaps the good which you 
night have particularly designed for them. Will no 
/inegar help against the narcotics that satan has giT- 
jn to yoor poor Eutychuses? or cannot you bring 
hat civility into fashion among your hearers, to wake 
)ne another ? 

Finally, After 9M the generous essays and labours 
lo do good that may fill your lives, your people will 
piobably treat you with ingratitude. Your salaries 
svill be meaner than those at Geneva. They will 
seglect you ; they will oppress you ; they will with- 
bold from you what they have engaged, and you have 
expected. Tou have now one more opportunity to 
do good, and so to glorify your Saviour. Your pa- 
tience, O ye tried servants of God, your patience will 
rio it wonderfully ! To " bear e\:Jl" is to "^'do good.** 
The more patient you are under ill usage, the more 
jou exhibit a glorious Christ to your people, in your 
conformity to your adorable Saviour. The more con- 
formed you are to him, the roqre prepared you are, 
perhaps, for some amendment of your condition in 
this world, most certainly for the rewards of the hea- 
venly world, when you shall appear before the Lord, 
^\ho says, " I know thy works and charity, and ser- 
A^ice, and faith, and thy patience.'* 

It was said of Ignatius, "that he carried Christ 
alM)ut with him in his heart :" and this I will say, if 
to represent a glorious Christ lo the view ; the love 
«nd the admiration of all people be the grand inten- 
tion of yx)ur life ; if you are desirous to be a star to lead 
.ZTQeo to Christ; ify^^u'are exquisitely studious, th«t 
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(he hollDeM and jet the gentleneM of a gionoo 
Christ may shine Id your conversation; if in jooi 
public discourses you do ^ith rapture bring in the 
nention of a glorious Christ in every paragraph, an<i 
on every occasion where he is to be spoken of; andil 
in your private conversation you contrive to insinnate 
something of his glories and praises, wherever it ma} 
he decently introduced ; finally, if when yon find thai 
« glorious Christ is the more considered and acknowJ 
edged by vour means, it fills you wUh ^^joy unspeak- 
able and full of glory^^^ and you exclaim, ^^ Lord, tbif 
is my desired happiness 1^' Truly, you then live tc 
good purpose, you *^ do good'* emphatically ! 

There was a worthv minister, whom the great Cram- 
mer designed for preferment,and he gave this reason of 
his design — ^^lie seeks nothing, he longs for nothing, he 
dreams about noth]ng,biit J^esus Christ ^^* Verily:, socli 
**men of Christ" are "men of God;" they<are the favocr- 
ites of iieaven, and shall be favouretlwith opportunites 
to do good above any men In the world : they are the 
men whom the King of heaven will delight to honoQC, 
-and they are the Gaons of Christianity. | 

If 1 reserve one thing to be mentioned after^fui/iv< 
it is because I doubt whether it ought to he mentioned 
at all. In some Reformed Churches they do not per- 
mit a minister of the gospel to practice ns physi- 
cian, because either of tliese callings Is generally suf- 
ficient to employ him who faithfully follows it: but, 
the priests of old, who preserved in the archives of 
their temples the records of the cures which had beesl 
thankfully acknowledged there,. communicated from| 
thence directions for cures in similar cases among 
their neighbours. Nor has it been unr^ommon in la 
er ages for clergymen to be physicians. Not onl^ 
such monks as Aegidius Atheniensis and Constant] 
Afer, but bishops, as Bochelt and Albicus, have a 
peared in that character. Thus Mr. Herbert advfs 
that his ^ country minister," (or at least ^his wir<e| 

should be a kind of physician to the flock ; and 

^ ■ I ■ '■ ' " I— ■» ■■ ■■..■■ 

* J^ikil appetitj nihil ariti^ nihil lomtuirf, ni$i Ju 
Cjjiristum, 
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nave known many a country minister prove a great 
blessing to his flock by being such. If a minister at* 
tempt this, let bim always make it a meat;is of doing 
spiritualgood to lus people. It is an angelical con- 
fanction, when the *iiiinisters of Christ, who do his 
pleasure, become also physicians and Raphaels to 
their people; In a more populous town, however, 
yoQ will probably choose rather to procure some re- 
lig'ioas and accomplished physician to settle in your 
nei^bourhood, and make medical studies only your 
recreation; yet with a design to communicate to 
Toor Luke whatever you meet with worth his notice, 
and at times unite your counsels with him for the 
good of his patieots. Thus you may save the lives of 
many persons, who themselves may know nothing of 
your care (or them. . 
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From tlie tribe of Levi, let us proceed with our 
proj^saJft to the tribe of Simeon ; from which there 
bas been a frequent ascent to the former. The 
ScHoot^HASTEii has many opportunities of doins^ 
jg'ood. God make him sensible of his obligntions* ! 
We read, that ^^ the little ones have their angels." 
It is hwA w-ork to keep a school ; but it is God\s 
work, and it inay be so managed a« to be like the 
work of angels; the tutors of the children may be 
like their "tut|Blar angjels." Melchior Adams proper- 
ly styled it ^^Aao^ce most laborious, yet to God most 
pJeiBiRg.^?'*' 

Tutors !. will you not regard the children under 
your wii^,.aj3 committed to you by the glorious Lord 
with such a charge as this ? ^' Take them, and hrhg 
them up for me, and I will pay you your wages V* 
Whenever a new scholar comes under your care, you 
may say, " Here^ my Lord sends roe another object, 
for whom I may do something that he mny be useful 
in the world." Suffer little children to come unto 

' ' ■ ' * • 

^ Mokstigswuany ud Deo longe gratissimam funciiotiem. 

8 
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yofi, and consider what you may do instnuaeataUj. 
that of such may be the kingdom of heaven. 

Sirs, let it be yoar grand design, to instil into their 
minds the documents of piety. Consider it as their 
chief interest, and yours also, that'they may so know 
the holy scriptures as to become wise to salvation. 
Embrace every opportunity of dropping some honey 
from the rock upon them. Happy the children, and 
as happy the master, where they who relate the history 
of their conversion may say, ^There was a school- 
master who brought us to Christ.'^ You have been 
told, ^'Certainly, it is a nobler work to make the little 
ones know their Saviour, than know their letters. 
The lessons of Jesus are nobler, things than the lessons 
of Cato. The sanctifying transformation of their 
souls would be infinitely preferable to any thing in 
Ovid's Metamorphoses.'' 

Catecuisisto should be a frequent^ at least a weekly 
exercise in the school ; and it should be conducted in 
the most edifying, applicatory, and admonitory man- 
ner. In some places the magistrate permits no per- 
son to keep a school, unless he produces a testimonial 
of his ability and disposition to perform the work of 
rel^ous catechising.* " 

Dr. Reynolds, in a funeral sermon for an emikient 
schoolmaster, has the following passage, worthy to be 
written in letters of gold : ^4f grammar schools have 
holy and learned men set over them, not only the 
brains, but also the souls of the children might there 
be enriched, and the work both of learning and of 
grace be early commenced in them.^ In order to tliis, 
let it be proposed, that you not only pray with your 
scholars daily, but also take occasion, from the public 
sermons, and from remarkable occurences In your 
neighbourhood, frequently to inculeate the lessons of 
piety on the children. 

Tutors in the colleges may do well to cont-erse 
with each of their pupils alone, with all possible 
solemnity and affection, coBceniing their internal 

^ApHiudinis ad mumm Ulud imprimu puerorum ciUe- 
xihisati^iMm* 
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state, concerniog repentance for sin, and faith in Je- 'v 
sus Christ, and to bring them to express resolutions 
oF serious piety. Yon maj do a thousand things 
to render your pupils orthodox in sentiment, regular 
io practice, and qualified for public service, 

I ]ia?e read of a tutor, who made it his constant . 
practice in every recitation, to take occasion, from 
something or other that occured, to drop at least one 
sentence that had a tendency to promote the fear of 
Ood in their hearts. This method sometimes cost 
liim a good deal of study, but the good effect sufficient- 
Jy recompensed him for it. 

1 should be glad to see certain authors received 
into the grammar schools as classical, which arc not 
g'enerally admitted there, such as Castalio in the Latin 
toDguOi and Posselms in the Greets: ; and I could 
wish, with some modern writers, that " a itorlh-west 
passage^' for the attainment of Latin might be dis- 
covered ; that instead of a journey which might be 
dispatched in a few days, they might not be obliged 
to wander, like thte children of Israel, many years in 
the wilderness. I might recite the complaint of 
Austin, ^f that little boys are taught in the schools the 
filthy actions of the Pagan gods, for reciting which,^' 
said he, '^ i was called a boy of promise ;^'* or the 
complaint of Luther, ^^ that our schools are Ps^gan 
I'ather than Christian.^ I might mention wliat a late 
author says, ^^ I knew an aged and enunent school- 
in»8ter, who, aAer keeping a school about fifty years, 
said with a sad countenance, that it was a great trouble 
to him that he had spent so much time in reading 
Pagan authors to his scholars; and wished it were 
customary to read such a book as Duport^s verses on 
Job, rather than Homer, &^. ; 1 pray God, to put it 
into the hearts of a wise parliament to purge our 
schools ; that instead of learning vain fictions, and 
filthy stories, they may become acquainted with the 
word of God, and with books containing grave sayings, 
and things which may make them truly wise and use^ 
fal in the world.'' But I presume little notice will 
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be taken of such wishes as these, ft is wiffa despdr 
that 1 meDtion them. 

Amoi}^ the occasions for promoting religfion in the 
ficholnrs, one in the vcriiing schooU deserves pecoliar 
notice. I have read of an Rtrocions sinner who was 
converted to God, bj accidentally reading* the folloir- 
Ing sentence of Austin written in a wi^ow : ^ He, 
who has promised pardon to the penitent sinner, has 
xiot promised repentance to the presuraptaoBs one.'^ 
Who can tell what good may be done to the joung^ 
scholar by a sentence in his copy-book ? Let their 
copies be composed of sentences worthy to be had id 
overlasting remembrance — of sentences which shall 
contain the brightest maxims of wisdom, worthy to be 
written on the fleshly tables of their hearts, to be gra- 
ven with the point of a diamond there. God has 
iilessed such sentences to many scholars ; they hate 
boon usefut to them all their days. 

In the grammar school, also, the scholars may be 
directed, for*their exercises, to turn into Latin such 
p.issngcs as n^iy be useful for their instruction in the 
|»nnciples of Christianity, and fnrmshthem witli sup- 
plies fiom "the tower of David." Their letters also 
niny be on subjects which may be friendly to tbe in- 
teresls of virtue. 

J nin add, it is very desirable to manage the du- 
cipline of the school by means of rewards, rsther 
than of punishments. Many methods of rewarding 
the diligent and de<iervihg may be invented ; and a 
boy of an ingenious tempii^r, by the expectation of re- 
ward, (ad palmtB cursurus honores) will do his 
best. You esteem Quintlltian. Hear him : " Use 
stripes sparingly ; rather, let the yonth be stjhn- 
uhited by praise, and by the distinctions confer- 
red on his classmates."* If a fault must be punished, 
let instruction, both to the delinquent and to tbe 
spectator, accompany the correction. Let the odi- 
ous name of the sin, which enforced the correction be 

* Cavendum a plagu^ ted p<diu9 laudcj awt aUorumpriit 
htiont^ ttrgendus est puer^ 
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dc^clsured ; and let nothing be done in anger, but with 
^yyery mark of tenderness and concern. 

Ajax Flageliifer may be read in the school ; he is 
ckot fit to be Ihe master of it Let it not be said of the 
1>oys, they were brought up in " the school of Tyran- 
rfc"us." Pliny says, that bears are the better for beat- 
ing : More fit to have the management of bears than 
of ingenuous boys, are those masters who cannot give 
SI bit of learning without giving a blow with it. Send 
t.liem to the tutors of the famous Lithuanian school at 
Samourgan. The harsh Orbilian way of treating 
cshildreo, too commonly used in the schools, is a 
<3readful curse of God on our miserable offspring, who 
are bom ^^chiidren of wra^h.^' It is boasted sometimes 
of a schoolmaster, that such a brave man had his eda- 
<:ation under him ; but it is never said, how many^ 
^wlfiO might have been brave men, have been ruined 
l>jr him ; how m;my brave wits have been dispirited, 
confounded, murdered by his barbarous way of man- 
aging them. 



PROPOSALS TO CHXTRCHES FOR DOING GOOD. 

We have already proposed to the Pastors of 
Churches various ways of doing good ; we shall now 
lay before the Churches themselves some proposals 
of objects, in which they may do well to join their 
pastors. 

Days^ of Prayer, occasionally observed, for the 
express purpose of obtaining the sanctifying infiu- 
ehces of the Spirit of God on the rising generation, 
have had a marvellous efficacy in producing a religious 
posterity in the land, and ^' a seed accounted to the 
Lord for a generation.^' Such an acknowledgment 
**of the necessity and excellency of supernatural grace 
would be a very probable preparative and introduction 
to the communication of it. And when the children 
see their parents thus earnestly ^seeking the grace of 
God for them, it would have a natural tendency to 
awaken (hem to an earnest seeking of it for them- 
selves. The sermons also preached by the minis- ^ 

8* 
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ters on such solemn occasions, would, probabfj, he 
very awakening ones. That this Proposal has beeo 
EO little attended to, is lamentable and remarkable : 
but, ''^Thcy all slnmbered and slepti" 

There is another Proposal which has been ten^- 
dered to all our churches, and regarded by some of 
4hem : 

That the several churches, having in an instrument 
proper for the purpose^ made a catalogue of such 
things as have indisputably been found amiss among 
them, do with all seriousness and solemnity pass their 
votes, That they account such things to be veryofen- 
sire evils, and that renouncing all dependence on tbeir 
own strength, to avoid such evils, they hnmblj im« 
plore the help of divine grace, to assist them in 
natching against the said evils both in themselves and 
in one another : Aftd that the communicants resolve, 
frequently to reflect upon these their acknowledg- 
ments and protestations, as perpetual monitors te 
them, to prevent, the miscarclages by which too ma- 
ny professors are so easily overtaken. 

It has been considered,' that such humble reco^i- 
tlons of duty will not only be accepted by our God,, 
as declarations for him, upon which he will declare for 
us } but also, that they are the way of the. new cove- 
nant, for obtaining assistance to perform ourduty., 

A particular, church may be. an illustrious pjllar of 
the truth, by oonsidering what important truths may 
call for speciaK signal, open testimonies ; and tbey 
inn^ excite their pastors to the composing of such 
testimonies, and likewise assist them la the pnblica- 
licQ of them. It is probable that. God would accom- 
pany such testimonies with a marvellouisi, efficacy to 
suppress growing errors and eviis.. A. proposal, of 
this nature mayvbe worthy of some consjderatioa. 

1. Tt were desirable that every pur^cuiar church: 
should be furnished with a stock,, that may. be a con- 
stant and ready fund for* the propagation of religion;. 
jHid that every minister would use his best, endeav^ 
ours,, both by his own contribution,, according to his 
jibiliJi^V and. by applying to well-disposed persons on- 
<kr his ia^ue^ccj to increase the stock, either io^the 
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way of public collections made at certain periods, or io 
that of more private and occasional communications. 

2. This evangelical treasury may be lodged in the 
hands of the deacons of the respective churches in 
which it is coUected ; who kre to keep exact accounts 
cf the receipts and disbursements; and let nothing 
be dr^wn from it, without the knowledge and consent 
of the church to which it belongs. 

3. The first and main intention of this evan- 
g-elical treasury is to be, the propagation of religion ! 
and therefore, when any attempts of usefulness are to 
he made on unevangelised places, the neighbouring 
ministers may consult each of the churches, what pro- 
portion they may allow out ef their evangelical treasu- 
ry> towards the support of so noble an- undertaking. 

4. This evangelical treasury may be applied to oth- 
er pious uses, and especially to 8*ich as any particular 
church may think fit, for the service of religion in 
their own vicinity :. Such as the sending of Bibles and 
catechisms to be dispersed among the poor, where it 
may be thought necessary. Likewise, giving assist- 
ance to new congregations, in their first attempts to 
huild meeting'-houses for the public worship of God 
with scriptural purity. 

Query — Our churches have their sacramental col- 
lections,, and it is not hi indeed that they should be 
without themL* The- primitive Christians did the 
same : Justin Martyr informs us of Hie ^^ collections,'' 
and Tertullian of the " gifts of piety," which- were 
made on such occasions. But would not our churches 
do well to augment their liberality in their grateful 
and joyful collections at the table of the Lord, and to 
resoivje that what is now collected shall be part of 
their evangelical treasury; not only for the supply of 
the. table- and the relief of the poor, but also for such^ 
other services to the kingdom of God as they may, 
from thne to tinie, find occasion to countenance ? "^ 



PROPOSALS TO MAQtSTRATES. 

From eccleslaslicnl, circumstance^,, which, in such. 
& subject" as the present, may wltht^e utmost propri- 
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ely claim the. precedency, we will tnke a tmsitioii io 
FOUTicAL. Now — ^^ Touch the monotaiitt) and they 
will smoke P' O when shall wisdom vicdt princes 
and nobles, and all the judges of the earth, and in- 
spire them to preserve the due lustre of their charac- 
ter, by a desire to do good on the earth, and a study 
to glorify the God of heaven ! The opportimities to 
do g^od, which rulers possess, are so evident, se nu- 
merous, and so extensive, that the person who ad- 
dresses them, cannot but be overwiielnied with some 
confusion of thought, scarcely knowing where to be- 
gin, when to conclude, or how to ass^n a fit order to 
liis addresses. Indeed, the very definition of g^wenr 
ment is, ^ A care for the sa/ety of others.^' Sirs^ 
from whom have yon received this power f ^^Yoq 
could have no power at all, except it were g^venyoa 
from above.'' Certainly what is thus received £rom 
God should be employed for God. ^^Be wise now^ 
therefore, O ye kings ; be instructed, ye judges of 
the earth : serve the Lord with fear/' lest yon forget 
and offend him who has made you whrat you are. Kiss 
the feet of the Son of God, lest he be displeased at the 
neglect of your duty^ Do not kindle the wrath of 
him, who is ^' the blessed and only Potentate, the King 
of Kings, and Lord of Lords.'' What is the name of 
a magistrate ? The name which he that made Mm 
has given him is, ^^ the minister ot QM for good.'' 
His empty name will produce a sad crInM, if he dc 
not set himself to *^ do good," as far as ever he can 
Extend his influence. Is he a vicegerent for God, 
and shall he do nothing for God ? Gro98 ab«irdity ! 
black ingratitude! Is he one of those whom the 
word of God has called gods ? Gods who do no good, 
are not worthy of that honourable appeliatioQ, but 
another name, too horrible to be mentiooed, belongs 
to them : such rulers we may call gods ^ that Itave 
mouths, but they speak not; eyes, but they see not ; 
noses, but they smell not ; and hands, b*jt they handle 
not !" Government Is called, '' The ordinance of 
God ;" and as the adipinistration of it is to avoid 
those illegalities which would render it no other than 
a violation of the ordinancs ; so it should vigorously 
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pui*soe that noble and blessed end for Which it is de- 
signed — the good of mankind. Unworthy of all their 
other flourishing tities are those rulers who are not 
chieflj amhltiotis to he entitled benefactors. The 
greatest monarch in Christendom, one who bj com- 
-patittion has fourscore millions ef subjects^ and whom 
the scripture styles, *^ The head over many coun- 
tries,^' is in tl^ sacred prophecies called ^^A vile per- 
son :^' and such indeed is the character of every 
mftgistrate who does not aim to do good in the world. 
Rulers who make no other use of their superior 
station than to swagger over their neighbours, com- 
maiid their obseqtiious flatteries, enrich themselves 
with their spoils, and then wallow in sensual and bru- 
t»t pleasures, are the basest of men« From a sense 
of this, the Venetians, though they allow concubines, 
yet never employ a tradesman whom they observe to 
be excessively addicted to sensual gratificatioQA ;. es-. 
teeaiiug such a character a mere cypher. Because a 
t>r retched world will continue averse to the kingdom 
of the glorious and only Saviour, and. say of our In> 
manuel, ^^ We will not have this man to reign over 
xis ;" it is therefore very much put into the hands of 
such selfish, sensual, and wicked rulers. While the 
deserved curse of God remains upon an. impious and 
iofatuated world, but few rulers will be found who 
will seriously and strenuously devise its good, and seek 
to be blessifigs to it. Many, alas ! there are, whose 
lives are not worthy of a prayer, nor their deaths of a 
tear. Athanasius has well answered the question, 
Whence is it that such worthless and wicked men 
g^ei into authority ? " It is," says he, " because the 
people are wicked, and most be punished with men 
after their own hearts." Thus, when a Phocas waa 
made emperor, a religious man complaining, to 
Heaven, ^^Why hast thou made this man emperor ?^^ 
vrna answered, ^ I could not find a worse." Evil 
rulers are well reckoned by the historian, among the 
effects ^^of divine vengeance :" they may go into the 
catalogue with the sword, the pestilence, and fire« 
One man may be worse than all three. Such bring 



04 IMAVB TO DO <W«I. 

up the rear hi the traio of the ^^ pde h(»ie'' — *Hhe 
heafits of the earth." 

^^ O our God, oar God, whea will thj coiopaBBioDs 
to a miserable world appear in bestowing upon it good 
rulers, able men, men of truth, fearing Grod, and hat- 
iog coFetoasoest 1 O that the time wete conae, wheo 
there shall be a ruler over men, the Just One, thy Je- 
sus, ruling in the fear of God ; he shall be as the light 
of the mornings when the sun riseth ; under him the 
mountains shall bring peace to the people, and the lit- 
tle hills by righteouniess. Ha^en It in thy good time, 
O Lord t How long, O Lord, holy and true, dest thou 
not judge, and make the kingdoms of this world, tby 
own, and remove them that corrupt the earth, and in 
a great chain bind up him who pretends that the king* 
doms of the world are his, and those who are the rulen 
of the darkness of this world !" 

All you that love God, add your amen, to Imstea 
the coining of this day of God. 

In th€ meantime it cannot be expressed how much 
good may be done by the chief magistrate of a country 
who will make tlie ^^ doing of good^' his chief inten- 
tion : witness a Constant! ne, a Tfaeo€k>sius, or a 
Gratian. ' The first of these, notwithstanding the vast 
cares of the empire to engfage his time, yet would 
every day at stated hours, retire to his closet, and od 
his knees offer up his prayers to the God of glory. 
And that he might recommend this duty to the- 
world, this admirable emperor caused his image on all 
his gold coins, and his pictures and ^atues, to be made 
in a praying posture, with his hands extended, and his 
eyes lifted up to heaven. O imperial piety \ to be^ 
hoki such a prince thus publicly espousing the cause 
of religion, one would think were enough to convert 
a world ! It would be so, if it were not for the dread- 
ful energies of one, who is become by the wrath of 
God, ^^The prince of this world !^The "ifirtuous ex- 
ample of such a monarch as we have just described 
Is almost enough to reform whole nations : it oarries 
with it irrefustible charms^ by which the whole world 
js attracted and won upon. A prince exemplary for 
piety, like the sun shining; in his meridian strength., 
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sheds the V9yn of heaven withe most pen^ratieg force 
upon the people, " rejoicing under his wiDgs.^' Such 
an instance is now ancommon ; but it will not be so in 
the approaching age, when the ^^ kings of the earth 
shall bring their glory and honour'' into the holy city. 
A little piety in princes makes a glaring show ; the 
eyes of their subjects are dasasled, and their minds 
ravished widi it. What then would be done by a de* 
gree of piety in them, that should bear a proportion to 
the degree of their dignity, and if their piety were as 
much above that of other men as their station ? Roll 
on, ye uges^ to bring about such admirable spectacles! 

What a vast influence might such princes have on 
the reformation of the world, and consequently on its 
felicity, by dispensing preferments and employments to 
none but such as were recommended to them by their 
virtue ! If good men geuerally were put into com- 
missions, and none but such made commanders at sea, 
or on shore, what a great change for the better would 
the world immediately be blessed with ! i will beg 
leave to say that it would be a most comprehensive 
service to a nation to get tiiem unfetteted from any 
test that may render honest and faithful men incapable 
of serving them. And i will take the liberty of say- 
ing, that diipUicmg a few offieere^ on account of their 
vicious character, would do far more to improve the 
etate of a depraved and afflicted nation, than a thou- 
sand prafdamaiiQfti against vke, not followed with such 
regulations. 

Good laws are important engines to prevent much 
evil ; indeed, thev reach none without d<mg some 
good to them ^ all, therefore, who have any concern 
in the legislation, should be active in promoting such 
laws as may prove of permaoent advantage. The 
representatives of a people will do well to inquire, 
'^ What is there still defective in our laws, leaving the 
iniquities or the necqpsities of men unprovided 
against V* and ^^What further laws may be proposed, 
to advance the reign of righteousness and hoUoess ?" 
There have been laws, (jand sometimes none of the 
best) which have rendered the namea of their authors 
immortal : but the remembrance of ^ the man, who 
first proposed a ^ood law,'' is far more honourable than 
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a Statute erected to his memory. But, Sin^ if yeor 
fellow meo forget such ao action, it will not fail of a 
recompebae in Ood's remembrance, or yoar • own. 
Yoa knoiv whose prayer it was — ^^Thlnk u|K>a me, 
iny Gk>d, for good, accordiojg to all that 1 faa¥e dooe 
for this people." 

Msgistrateft may do incredible good by couDtenanc- 
ing worthy ministers. To settle and support such 
^' men of God^^ in a place, is to become, I may say, 
the grandfa^rs of all the good which those men do 
in the place* Their consultations and combinations 
with able, faithful, zealous ministen, may produce 
better effects than any astroli^er ever foretold of the 
most happy conjunction. When Moses and Aaroo 
tinite to do good, what cannot they e£fect? Q,oeea 
Elizabeth admired the happiness of Suffolk, in her 
t>r(^7*e88 through the t^ountry, where shi^ observed a 
temarkably good understanding to sobsist betweea 
virtuous magistrates and faithful minister^. 

Briefly : We will observe a decorum in our pro- 
posals, and ikot suppose inattention or incapacity in the 
persons to whom we offer themi. It shall only be 
proposed, that, since magistrates are usually men of 
abilities, they would sometimes retire to a serious coo- 
templation on that generous question, ^^ What good 
may 1 do in the world ?" and to observe what they 
are themselves able to invent, (assisted by the implored 
grace of Heaven) as part of that good which they are 
to perform in ^^ serving their generation," 

i mistake if old Tbeognis* had not a maxiiiif which 
ought never to be forgotten, ^' when the administra- 
tion of afilnirs is placed in the hands of men, proud of 
command, and devoted to their own private emolq* 
ment, depend upon it the people will soon become a 
miserable people.^' I propose that this maxim be 
carefully remembered, and this mischief avoided. 

J add one thing more — ^^^hinkest thou this, O 
tnan that judp^est, that thou snalt escape the judgement 

*Jln ancient Greek poet of Megara in Achaia. He 
Jlourished about 144 years B, C. A rncral Tsvork of his i^ 
extant, containing a summary of precepts^ &c. 
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^>f Gad ?" Let the judges of the people remember that 
God will one day bring them into judgment* O that 
rulers would realize this to themselves — that they 
must give an account to God of the administration of 
their government. Sirs, the great God^ before whom 
the greatest of you all is but a worm, will demand of 
jou, " Whether you were faithful in the discharge of 
your office ? What you did for his kingdom in youf 
office ? Whether you did what you was able that the 
world might be the better for you?" If ybu would 
frequently take this subject into your consideration, 
it could not but stimulate yolj to the performance of 
many actions, which would be " no grief of heart" to' 
you, another day. He was one of the best rulers in 
the world, who thus expressed himself, "What shall 
1 do when God riseth up ; and when he shall visit, 
what shall 1 answer him?" Even Abubeker, the 
successor of Mahomet, when his people expostulated 
with him for walkinsr on foot, when he reviewed his 
army, said, " I shall iind my account with God for 
these Steps." He has less Christianity than a Ma- 
hometan, who is utterly unmindful of the account he 
must give to God for the steps which he takes. 

How prosperously did the affairs of Neb-Caesarla 
proceed, when Basil, who resided there, could give 
this account of the governor, "He was a most exact 
observer of justice ; yet very courteous, obliging, 
and easy of access to the oppressed. He wns equally 
at leisure to receive the rich and the poor ; hni all 
wicked men were afraid of him. He utterly abhorred 
the taking of a bribe ; and his design was, in brief, to 
raise Christianity to its primitive dignity." A Ma- 
hometan captain-general, whose name Avas Calerl, 
once said to a Christian, " It does not at all become 
men in eminent stations, to deal deceitfully, an<l 
descend to tricks." it is a miserable thing, indeed, 
when Christians, in eminent stations, will do such 
things I 

*' Judex nuper eram ; jam judicor. I "xas but lately a 
judge ; now I a/tn at the bar. 

9 
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PROPOSALS TO PHTSICIAI7S. 

The Physician enjoys many opportunities of do- 
ing good, and so rendering himself, ^^ a beloved phy- 
sician ;^' for this purpose we shall offer our advice. 

Zaccuth, the Portuguese, who, among maoj other * 
works, composed ^^ A history of the most emineDt 
physicians,'' afler he was settled in Amsterdam^ sub- 
mitted to circumcision, and thereby evinced^ that for 
the thirty preceding years of his life, he had only dis- 
sembled Christianity at Lisbon ; yet, because be was 
very charitable to poor patients, he was highly es- 
teemed : we DOW apply ourselves to those whose 
love to Christianity is, we hope, '' without dissimula- 
tion." From them may be expected a charity and a 
usefulness, which may entitle them to a remembrance 
in a better history than that of Zacutus LusUanus ; in 
that " book of life," in which a name will be deemed 
far more valuable than any which are recorded in the 
"Vitae Illustrium Medicorum" — The lives of illustri- 
ous physicians.* 

By serious and shining piety in your own example, 
you Will bear a glorious testimony to the cause of God 
and religion. You will glorify theGod of nature, and 
th« only Saviour. Veur acquaintance with nature 
will indeed be your condemnation, if yon do it not. 
ISTolhing is so unnatural as to be irreligious. ""Religio 
Medici," (the religion of the physician) has the lea^ 
reason of any under heaven to be an " irreligion." 
They have acted the most unreasonable part, who 
have given occasion for that complaint of christians, 
'' Where there are three physicians, there are three 
atheists."t It is sad to reflect, that when we read 
about the state of the RepJiaim in the other world, the 
physicians are, by so many translators, carried into it. 
It is sad to reflect, that the Jews should imagine they 
have reason to say, '^Thelbest of the physicians go to 
hell."{ For this severe sentence, they assign the fol- 

,^.———^—1 ■ I I — — ■— 1^ I I I ^— — .»^p— 1^— ^— — ■— ^—M — ■ Mill 

* By Peter Castellanus. 

t Ubi ires medici^ ires aihei. 

^ Opiimus inter medicos ad gehennam. 
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lowing cause, — " for he is not warned by diseases ; he 
fares sumptuously, and humbles not his heart before 
God. Sometimes he is even accessary to the death of 
men, when he aeglects the poor, whom he might 
cure."* A sad story, if it be true ! 

Gentlemen, you will never account yourselves such 
adepts as to be at a stand in your studies, and make no 
further progress in your inquiries into the nature of 
diseases and their remedies. "A physician arrived 
at his ftiU growth" looks dangerously and ominously. 
Had the world gone on with merely an Esculapius^ 
furnished only wilh a goat whose milk wns pharmacy^ 
and a dog, whose tongue was surgery^ we had been in 
a miserable state. You will be diligent, studious, in- 
quisitive ; and continue to read much, to think more, 
and to pray most of all : and be solicitous to invent 
and dispense something very considerable for the good 
of mankind, which none before you had discovered : 
be solicitous to make some addition to the treasures of 
your noble profession. To obtain the honour of being 
a Sydenham may not be in your power ;t yet " to do 
something" is a laudable ambition. 

By the benefit they expect from you, and by the 
charms of your polite education and manners, you are 
aometimes introduced into the familiar acquaintance 
of great men ; persons of the first quality entertain 
you with freedom and friendship : probably you be- 
come, under the oath of Hippocrates, a. kind of con- 
fessors to them, (indeed for several ages, the confessors 
were usually the physicians of the people.) What an 
advantage does this furnish you with for doing good ! 
The poor Jews, both in the east and west parts of the 
world, have procured many advantages by means of 
their countrymen, who have risen to be physicians to 
the princes of the countries in which they resided. 

Sirs, your permission "to feel the pulse" , of eminent 

■ ' ' ' -.- . ■ .-..■. — — _ I 

* Ab» eniin metuit a morhis ; vescitur laute^ nee co»- 
fringit cor svnim Dzo ; aliquando etiam interficit homine^^ 
quando pauperes quos posset^ non tanaU 

t A'b» cuivU komdni contingit^ 
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persons may enable you to promote many sl good 
work : you need not be told what : you will soon per- 
ceive excellent methods, if you will only deliberate 
upon it : ^-Wbat proposals may I ^ake to my patient, 
by attending to wbich« he may do good in the world ?- - 
Jf you read what Gregory Nazianzen writes of his 
brother Caesarius, a fiimous and respectable physician, 
you will doubtless find your desires excited to act in 
this manner. You know how ready the sick are to 
hear of good proposals ; and how seasonable it is to 
urge such upon them, when the commencement of 
recovery from sickness calls for their gratitude to the 
God of their health. And for persons also who are 
in health, you may find, "Seasonable times to drop a 
hint."'* 

Physicians are frequently men of universal learn- 
ing : tbcy have sufficient ability, and sometimes op- 
jkortunity to write books on a vast variety of subjects, 
whereby knowledge and virtue may be greatly ad- 
varxed in the world. The late Epic poems of a 
lilackmore, and Cosmologia Sacra of a Grew, are re- 
cent examples : mankind is much indebted to those 
learned physicians ; their names are immortalised ; 
they need no statutes, nor need they mind the envy of 
a modern Theophrastus. A catalogue of books writ- 
ten by learned physicians, on various subjects, besides 
lh<\*e of their own profession, would in itself almost 
make a volumcv. In the <2:reat army of learned physi- 
cians who have published their labours on the '^ word 
which the Lord has given," and for the service of his 
church, and of the world, I huml^ly move, that the in- 
comparable Zuinger and Gesner may appear as field- 
olTicers. A city Tmiru were too mean a present for 
physicians of such distinguished merit. I propose 
them to imitation, that many may follow such exam* 
pies. You know thatFreher has brought on his thea- 
ire, nearly five hundred famous physicians, with some 
aecoimt of their lives and works ; there are very few 
Britons among thom, and none at all that lived to the 

end of the former century. What a vast addition 

■ — II ■ ' ' — 

^ Molissima tempora fandi^ 
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jiig^lit there be since made to that " list of honour," 
iroiu the British nations! May an excellent ambi- 
tion to be enrolled in it, excite those who have ability, 
to •►'do worthily!" 

Physicians have innumferable opportunities to assist 
the poor, and to give them advice gratis. It was a 
noble saying of Cicero, ''A man cannot have better 
fortune than to be able^ nor a better temper than to be 
wilting, to save many."* But I will set before you a 
higher consideration than that, with which a pagan 
Kirker was ever acquainted. Sirs, the more charity, 
compassion, and condescension with which you treat 
the.poor, the nearer will you approach to the greatest 
and highest of all gtories :— -an imitation of your ador- 
able Saviour. You will readily say, "Why should i 
esteem that mean, which reflected honour on Christ ?"t 
Iq comparison of this consolation, it will be a small 
thing to say to you, that your coming among the 
poor, will be to them like the descent of the Angel of 
Betbesda. We will not presume to prescribe to you 
nvhat good you shall do to the poor ; but beg leave to 
enter ao objection against your taking any fees on the 
Lord's day ; because the time is not yours, but the 
L.ord^'s, 

When we consider how much .the lives of mesr 
are in the hands of God ; what a dependence we have 
on the God of our health, for our cure when we have 
lost it; what strong and remarkable proofs we have 
had of angels, by their communications or operations^ 
contributing to the cure of the diseases with which 
mortals have been oppressed; and the marvellous ef- 
ficacy of prayer for the recovery of a sick brother who 
has not sinned a "sin unto death:" — what better thing 
can be recommended to a physician, who desires to 
'• do good," than this — to be a mas of prayer. In 
your daily and secret prayer, carry every one of 
your patients as you would your own children, 
to the glorious Lord our healer, for his healing 

* Kilhabet for tuna melias, quam ut possis^ neque naiurui 
'prie:H(mii.ug. ^quam ut velisj servare plures. 

t Qwoi deouit Christum^ cur mihi turpe putem ? 

9* 
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mercies: place them, as far as your prajera will 
do it, under the beams of the " Sun of Righteous- 
ness.'^ And as bdj new case of jour patients may 
occur, especially if there be any difficulty in it, why 
should you not make your particular and solicitoas 
application to Heaven for direction ! — " O Lord, I 
know that the way of man is not in himself, nor is it io 
man that walketh to direct his steps ; nor in man that 
heaietb to perform his cures.'' Hippocrates advised 
physicians, when they visited their patients, to consid- 
er whether there might not be something supernatural 
in the disease : ^^Divinum quiddam in morbo.^' Tru- 
ly, in some sense, this is always the case, and 
should be so considered. What a heavenly life might 
you lead, if your profession were carried on with as 
many visits to Heaven, as you pay to your patients ! 
One Jacob Tzaphalon, a famous Jew of the former 
century*, published at Venice, a book entitled, ••^Pre- 
cious stones.'' There are several prayers in the 
book, and omong them a pretty long one, "For phy- 
sicians when they go to visit their patients." That 
expression of the Psalmist, ^^ Thou hast made me 
wiser than mine enemies," may be read, ^^ Thou hast 
made me wise /roin mine enemies." ^^ We ought to 
learn, even from an enemy ; Fas est, et ab hoste." 
Sarely Christianity will not, in her devotions, fall short 
of Judaism ! 

We read that ^^ Heaviness in the heart of man 
makcth it stoop ; but a good work maketb it glad. A 
cheerful heart doeth good like a medicine ; but a 
broken spirit drieth up the bones." BagUvi is not the 
only physician who has made the observation, ^^That 
a great many of our diseases, either anse from a 
weight of cares lying on the minds of men, or are 
thereby increased. Some diseases that seem incura- 
ble are easily cured by agreeable conversation. Dis- 
orders of the mind first bring diseases on the stom- 
ach ; and so the whole mass of blood gradually be- 
comes infected : and as long as the mental cause con- 
tinues, the diseases may indeed change their forms, 
but they rarely quit the patients." Tranquillity of 
mind will do wonderful things towards the relief of 
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bodily maladies. U is not without reason that Hos- 
man, id his dissertation, ^^Des Moyens de Vivre 
Long-temps," insists on tranquJllitj of mind as the 
chief among the ^^means to promote longevity ;" and 
says, that this is the meaning of that passage ; ^^The 
fear of the Lord tendeth to life." They who have 
practised the " art of caring by expectation" have 
made experiments of what the mind will do towards 
the cure of the body : this may be also known by 
practising the *^ art ol conso^tion." I propose then, 
that the physician endeavour to find out, by all possi* 
ble ingenaity of conversation, what matter of anxiety 
there may have been upon the mind of the patient, 
that has rendered his life burdensome. Having dis- 
covered the burden, use all possible ways to take it 
off. Offer him such thoughts as may be the best 
anodynes for bis distressed mind ; especially the 
^« right thoughts of the righteous," and the means of 
obtaining composure of mind upon religious princi- 
ples. Give him a prospect, if you can, of some de- 
liverance from his distresses, or some abatement of 
them. Excite in him as pleasing thoughts ns po$;si- 
ble : scatter the clouds, and remove the loads with 
which his mind is perplexed : especially by repre- 
senting and magnifying the mercy of God in Christ 
to him. It is possible. Sir, that in this way also, you 
may find abundant opportnnities of usefulness, by do- 
ing yourself, or by bringing others to do kindness to 
the miserable. 

What should hinder you from considering the souls 
of your patients ; their spiritual health ; what they 
have done, and what they have to do, that they may 
be on good terms with Heaven ! You may take occa- 
sion, from their natural disorders, to affect your own 
mind and theirs also, with a sense of our correspond- 
ing moral ones. You may make your conversation 
with them, a vehicle for conveying such admonitions of 
piety as may be most needful for them : that they may 
be found neither unprepared for death, nor unthank- 
ful and unfruitful, if theiip lives should' be prolonged. 
This you may do, without any intrusion on the office 
of the minister : on the contrary, you may at the 
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same time do a very good office for th^ mimster, ats 
well as for the patient ; and may inform the miois- 
ter, when, where, and how he may be very servicea- 
ble among the miserable, with whose cases he might 
otherwise remain* unacquainted. The ^^art of heal- 
ing" was, you. know, first brought into a system, by 
nen who had the ^^ care of souls :" and I know not 
why they who profess that noble ^^arf should wholly 
cast off that " care." Perhaps you remember to 
have read of a king who was also a physician, (for 
other crowned heads, besides Mithridates, Hadrlanus, 
and Constantinus Pogonatus have been so,) and who 
gave this reason why the Greeks had di&eases among 
them which remained so much uocured ; ^^ Because 
they neglected their souls, the chief thing of all." 
For mjf part, I know not why the physician should 
wholly neglect the souls of his patients. 

I will not detain you much longer. Yon are not 
ignorant, that medicine once was, and in many uoe- 
vangelised parts of the world is still esteenied a thing 
horribly nutgical. Celsus relates, as a part of the 
Egyptian philosophy current in bis time, that the 
body of man was divided into thirty-six parts, each of 
which was the peculiar allotment and possession oi a 
demon ; and this demon was invoked hj the Magi to 
cure diseases of the part that belonged to him. Even 
in Galen's time we find Egyptian Legerdemain* 
practised : he himself writes of it. From Egypt 
other countries became acquainted with this art : 
hence medicines were called pharmacaA The Ori- 
ental nations had their Teraphira for the cure of dis- 
eases : hence the same Greek word signifies both to 
worship and to cure ; and the " cure of diseases" is 
reckoned by Eusebius as one main article of the Pagan 
theology. God used all proper means to prevent his 
people from having any thing to do with such ^ort of 
men or of means. He recommended to them the 
study of nature, and of natural remedies. Thus, nffer 

the example of Solomon, they studied botany, and had 

• " • ■ .. ■ - ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ - - ■ 

* Prestigiaturas JEgyptias, 

^ Fkannacos^ in Greeks being a sorcerer. 
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lielx apothecaries, who were to furnish them with 

oa-terials for medicines. The princes of Judea had, 

IS JPlin^ informs us, their medicinal gardens. Proba- 

:yly Naboth's vineyard might have such a one in it; 

*od this might be the reason why Ahab so coveted it. 

1 Oram, the son of Ahab, repaired thither to be cured 

oF his wounds. An excellent Physician, in a late 

eo Imposition with which he has favoured the public, 

supposes that the sin of Asa, when he " sought not 

unto the Lord, but unto the physicians," was both 

occasioned and aggravated by this circumstance, that 

tViere were at that time none but magical physicians* 

13 ut others have thought that some of Asa^s ancestors 

t&ad beeb medically disposed, and were students in the 

SLX-i of healing. From hence might come the name of 

JWsa, which in Chaldee, means physician. On this 

account*" the king might have the greater esteem for 

those who were skilled in medicine, and might put 

i^uch a confidence in them as to neglect the glorious 

God, the only author and giver of health. What I 

aim at in this paragraph is, to encourage a conduct 

the reverse of all this ; that my honourable Asa, 

(such the son of Sirach has taught me to call him) 

would himself continually go to God our Saviour, and 

as far as possible bring all his patients to him also. 

Finally — an industrious and ingenious gentleman of 
3'our profession has a passage in his Pharmacopoeia 
i3uteana, which I will here insert, because very many 
of you can speak the same language ; and by insert- 
jng it, I hope to increase the number. 

^' I know no poor creature that ever came to me, in 
the whole course of my practice, that once went from 
me, without my desired help, gratis. And I have 
accounted the restoration of such a poor and wretch- 
ed creature, a greater blessing to me, than if I had 
procured the wealth of both the Indies. I cannot so 
well express myself concerning this matter, as I can 
conceive it ; but I am sure I should have been more 
pleased, and had a greater satisfaction in seeing such 
a helpless creature restored to his desired health, than 
if I had found a very valuable treasure. As I can 
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nerer repent of the good which I haye done this way, 
to I resolve to continae the same practice, for I cer< 
tainly know that I have had the signal blessing of God 
attending my endeavours.'' 

PROPOSALS TO KICU MEN. 

^* I wirx get me unto the rich men, and will speak 
unto them," for they will know the ways to " do 
good," and will think what they shall be able to say 
when they come into the judgment of their God. A 
person of quality, quoting that passage, ^^ The desire 
of a man is his kiudness," invited me so to read it 
*^ The only desirable thing in a man is his goodness/' 
How happy would the world be, if every person of 
quality were to become of this persuasion ! It is an 
article in my commission, '* Charge them that are 
rich in this world, that they do good, that they be rich 
in good works, ready to distribute, willing to commu- 
nicate." In puisuance thereof, I will remind rich 
men of the opportunities to *' do good," with which 
God, who gives power to get wealth, has favoured and 
enriched them. It is a very good account that has 
been sometimes given of a good man ; "As to the 
wealth of this world, he knew no good in it, but the 
doing of good with it." Yea, those men who have 
had very little goodness in them, yet in describing 
*^ the manners of the age," in which perhaps they 
themselves have had too deep a share, have seen oc- 
casion to subscribe and publish this prime dictate of 
reason ; "We are none the better for any thing, bare- 
ly for the propriety's sake ; but it is the application of 
it that gives every thing its value. Whoever buries 
his talent, betrays a sacred trust, and defrauds those 
who stand in need of it." Sirs, you cannot but ac- 
knowledge that it is the sovereign God who has be- 
stowed upon you the riches which distinguish you. 
A devil himself, when he saw a rich man, could not- but 
make this acknowledgment to the God of heaven ; 
" Thon hast blessed the work of his hands, and his 
substance is increased in the land." It is also to be 
hoped, that you are not unmindful that the riches in 
your possession are some of the talents of which yov 
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ttiust gite an account to the glorious Lord who haff 
entrusted you with them ; and that you will giye 
your account with grief, and not with joy, if it should 
be found that all your property has been laid out to 
gratify the appetites of the flesh, and little or nothing 
of it consecrated to the service of God, and of his 
kingdom in the world. It was said to the priests of 
old, when the servants were assigned them ; " Unto 
you they are given as a gift for the Lord." Thi» 
maty be said of all our estates : what God gives us is 
not given us for ourselves, but "for the Lord." 
" When God's gilts to us are multiplied, our obliga- 
tions to give are multipliedi"* Indeed there is hardly 
any professor of Christianity so vicious that he will not 
confess that all his property is to be used for honest 
purposes, and part of it for pious ones. If any plead 
their poverty to excuse and exempt them from doing 
any thing this way : O thou poor widow with thy 
two mites^ eternised in the history of the gospel, 
thou shalt "rise up in the judgment with this gener- 
ation, and shall condemn Jt;'' and let them also know, 
that they take a course to Condemn and confine them- 
selves to eternal poverty. 

But the main question is, what proportion of a 
man's income is to be devoted to pious uses? And 
now^ let it not seem a '*hard saying," if I tell you 
that a tenth part is the least that you can bring under 
a more solemn dedicatioi^ to the Lord ; for whom, in 
one sense, we are to lay out our all. A farthing less 
would make an enlightened and considerate chris- 
tian suspicious of his incurring the danger of sacri- 
lege. By the pious uses for which your tenths are 
thus challenged, I do n«t intend only the mainte* 
nance of the evangelical ministry, but also the relief 
of the miserable, whom our merciful Saviour has 
made the receivers of his rents ; together with all 
that is to be more directly done for the preserving and 
promoting of piety in the world. Since there is a 
part of every man's revenues due to the glorious 
Lord, and to purposes of piety, it is not tit that the de- 

* Cum ^eacuni dona^ crescunt etiam rationcs donorviihk 
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terminatioD of what part it miist be, ehoald Ibe left to 
such hearts as ours. My friend, thou hast, it maj be, 
too high an oploion of thy own wisdom and g'ooduess, 
if nothing but thy own carnal heart is to determine 
what proportion of thy revenues are to be laid out for J 
Him, whom thou art so ready to forget when he has 
filled thee. But if the Lord himself^ to whom thou 
art but a steward, has fixed on any part of our usual 
income for himself, as it is most reasonable that he 
should have the fixing of it, cert^iinly a tenth will be 
found the least that he has called for. A tenth is the 
least part in the first division of numbers, which is 
that of units. Grotius remarks it, as the founda- 
tion of the laws of tithes: ^^ Almost all nations 
reckon by tens.^^* It is but reasonable, and the 
very light of nature will declare for it, that the great 
6od^ who with a seventh day is owned as the Creator, 
should with a tenth part be acknowledged as the pos- 
sessor of all things. We do not allow him so much 
as the leasts if we withhold a tenth from him : less 
than that, is less than what all nations make the te<ut. 
Certainly to withhold this, is to withhold more than 
is proper. Sirs, you know the tendency of this. 
Long before the Mosaic dispensation of the law, we 
find that this was Jacob's vow : " The Lord shall be 
my God, and of all that thou shalt give me, I will 
surely give the tenth unto thee." It seems we do 
not sufficiently declare that " the Lord is our God,'' 
if we do not give a tenth to him. And how can we 
approve ourselves " Israelites indeed," if we slight 
such an example as that of our father Jacob. I will 
ascend a little higher. In one -text we read that our 
father Abraham, "gave Melchisedek the tenth of 
all." la another text we read of our Saviour Jesup, 
'^ Thon art a priest forever after the order of Mel- 
chisedek." From hence I form this conclusion: 
the rights of Melchisedek belong to our Jesus, the 
royal high priest now officiating for us in the heavens. 
The tenths were the rights of Melchisedek ; there- 



* JSTiimcriis denarius gentibus ferme cunciu numerandi Ji- 

nis est. . 
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iore the tenths belong to our Jesus. I do in my con- 
science believe that this argument cannot be answer- 
ed ; and the man who attempts it seems to darken 
the evidence of ids being one of the true children of 
Abraham. 

1 now renew ray appeal to the light of nature ; to 
nature thou shalt go ! It is very certain that the Pa- 
gans used to decimate for sacred uses. Pliny tells us, 
that the Arabians did so. Xenophon informs us, that 
the Grecians had tHe same practice. You find the 
custom to be as ancient as the p^n of Herodotus can 
make it. It is confirmed by Pausanias and Diodo- 
rus Sicillus, and a whole army of authors besides 
Doughty, have related and asserted it. I will only 
introduce Festus, to speak for them all : " The an- 
cients offered to their gods the tenth of every thing."* 
Christian, wilt thou do less for thy God than the 
poor perishing Pagans did for theirs ? " O, tell it 
not" — but this I will tell ; that they who have con- 
scientiously employed th«ir tenths in pious uses, 
have usually been remarkably blessed in their estates^ 
by the providence of God. The blessin|;' has been 
sometimes delayed, with some trial of their patience : 
Not for any injustice in their hands ; their prayer 
has been " pure." And their belief of the future 
state has been sometimes tried, by their meeting with 
losses and disappointments. But then, tiaeir little 
has been so blessed as to be still a competency ; and 
God has so favoured them with contentment, that it 
has yielded more than the abundance of many others. 
Very frequently too, they have been rewarded with 
remarkable success in their aflairs, and increase of » 
their property ; and even in this world have seen the 
fulfilment of those promises ; " Cast th}' grain into- 
the moist ground, and thou shalt find it after many 
days." " Honour the Lord with thy substance ; so 
shall thy bams be filled with plenty." History has 
given us many delightful examples of those who have 
had their decimations followed and rewarded by a sur- 
prising prosperity of their affairs. Obscure mechan 

• % 
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* Deeima qu(Rqu veteres Diis m* offerhanU^ 
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%cs and husbandmen hare risen to estates, of which 
once they had not the roost distant expectation. The 
excellent Go\ige, in bis treatise, entitled, " The surest 
«xid safest way of thriving,'^ has col^cted some such 
examples. The Jewish proverb, "Decima, ut dives 
lias — Tithe, and be rich," would be oftener verified, 
if more frequently practised. '^ Prove me now here- 
with, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not pour out a 
blessing upon you." 

But let the demand of " liberal things" grow 
upon you : a tenth I have called the least ; for some it 
is much too little. Men of large incomes, who would 
not " sow to their flesh, and of the flesh reap cor- 
ruption," may and will often go beyond this propor- 
tion. Some rise to ^ fifth ;' and the religious countess 
of Warwick would not stop at any thing short of a 
third. Gentlemen of fortune, who are my readers, 
would perhaps excuse me if I were to carry them no 
higher than this, and to say nothing to them of Jo- 
hannes Eleemosynarius, who annually made a dis- 
tribution of all to pious uses; and having settled his 
affairs, saicf; ^^I bless God that I have now nothing lefl 
but my Lord and Master,Christ,whom I long to be with, 
and to whom I can now fly with unentangLed wings." 
Yet I will mention to them the example of some 
eminent merchants, who having obtained moderate and 
competent estates, have resolved never to be richer. 
They have carried on brisk and extensive trades, but 
whatever profits raised their incomes above the fixed 
sum, they have entirely devoted to pious uses. Were 
any of them losers by this conduct ? Not one. 

The Christian emperor Tiberius IL was famous for 
his religious, bounties : his empress thought him even 
profuse in them. But he told her that he should never 
'*' want money so long as, in obedience to a glorious 
Christ, he should supply the necessities of the poor, 
and abound in religious benevolence. Once, imme- 
diately after he had made a liberal distribution, he 
unexpectedly found a mighty treasure, and at the 
same time tidings were brought to him of the death 
of a very rich man who had bequeathed to him all bis 
wealth. And men in far humbler stations can relate 
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very many and interesting anecdotes of this nature, 
even from their own happy experience. I cannot 
forbear transcribing some lines of my honoured 
Goug-e on this occasion : 

'' 1 am verily persuaded that there Is scarcely any 
man who gives to the poor proportionably to what 
God has bestowed on him ; but, if he observe the 
dealings of God's providence towards*hira, will find the 
same doubled and redoubled i^on him in tenaporal 
blessings. I dare challenge all the world to produce 
one instance, (or at least any considerable number of 
instances,) of a merciful man, whose charity has un- 
done him. On the contrary, as the more living wells 
are exhausted, the more freely they spring and flow; 
so the substance of charitable men frequently multi- 
plies in the very distribution : even as the live loaves 
and few fishes multiplied, while being broken and dis- 
tributed, and as the widow's oil increased by being 
poured out." 

I will add a consideration which, methinks, will act 
as a powerful motive upon the common feelings of 
human nature. Let rich men, who are not " rich 
towards God," especially such as have no children of 
their own to make their heirs, consider the vile ingrat- 
itude with which their successors will treat them. 
Sirs, they will hardly allow you a tombstone ; but, wal- 
lowing in the wealth you have left them, and complain- 
ing that you left it no sooner, they will insult your 
memory and ridicule your economy and parsimony. 
How much wiser would it be for you to do good with 
your estates while you live, and at your death to dis- 
pose of them in a manner which may enbalm yoUr 
names to posterity, and be for your advantage in the 
world to which you are going : That your souls may 
enjoy the good of paradisaical reflections, at the same 
time that others are inheriting what you have left to 
them. 

I will only annex the compliment of a certain per- 
son to his friend, upon his accession to an estate ; 
" Much good may it do you j that is, much good 
yiay you do with it." 
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I hope tre are now ready for Propo$ak ; and that 
we shull set ourselves to ^^ devise liberal things.'^ 

Gentlemen I To relieve the necessities of llie poor is 
a thing acceptable to the compassionate God who has 
^ivcD to you what be n)ight have given to them, and 
has g-iven it to yon thnt yon naight have the honoar and 
pleasure of imparting it to them ; and who has said, 
^^ He that hath pity upon the poor, lendeth unto the 
Lord.'' The more you regard the command and 
example of a glorious Christ in what you do this waj^ 
the more assurance you have that in the day of God 
you shai! joyfully hear him saying, ^^ Tou hare done 
it unto nie.'^ And the more humble, silent, reserved 
modesty you express, concealing even from the left 
hand what is done with the right, the more yon are 
assured of a great reward in the heavenly world. 
Such liberal men, it is observed, are generally jong- 
lived men ; ( " Gathering the fruit relieves the 
tree"*) and at last they pass from this into everlastior 
life. 
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TiTE true Lady is one who feeds the poor, and re- 
lieves their indi'^encp ^ In ♦'"'* '^"^'S of nriroitire 

cliristiiinity, ladies of the first quality would seek out 
the sick, visit hospitals, see what help they wanted, 
and Rssist them with an admirable alacrity. What a 
"ijood report" have the mother and sister of Naziaozen 
obtained from his pen, for their unwearied bounty to 
the poor! Empresses themselves have stooped to re- 
lieve the miserable, and never appeared so truly great 
as when they thus stooped, 

A very proper season for your alms is, when you 
keep your cays of prayer; that your prayers and 
Your alms muy g-o up together as a memorial be- 

■ ■ — ■ . , I. . ...««- ,, ,.■■ ■■■■— ^— — ^ 

* Fructus liberal arborera. 

t The foUowinw- is stipposed to be the etymology of the word 
TMdy. It was at first Loafdian, from Leaf or Laf, which sig^ni- 
iies a loaf of bnnd, and D*iaa to serve. It was afterwards 
corrupted to Lqfdy, and at length to I^dy, Bo that it ap- 
pears, ihe original n^^aning of the term implies one who dU- 
f^'ibutes tread. 
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Fore the Lord. Verily, there are prayers in alms : 
and, '' Is not this the fast that I have chosen, saith 
the Lord." The expression of the beggar among 
the Jews was ; " Deserve something by me :" among. 
us it might be ; "Obtain something by me." 
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There is a certain city, in which every house 
has a box hanging by a chain, on which is written, 
'* Remember the poor;" and they seldom conclude 
a bargain without putting something into the box. 
The deacons have the key, and once a quarter go 
round the city, and take out the money. When that 
city was in imminent danger, a man of moderate 
c'laracter was heard to say, ''Th^nt he was of opinion 
Grod would preserve that city from being destroyed, 
if it were only for the great charity which its inhabi- 
tants express to the poor." It is the richest city 
of the richest country, for its size, that ever existed : 
a city which is thought ta spend, annually, in chari* 
table usesy more than all the revenues which the tine 
country of the grand duke of Tuscany brings in to 
it^ arbitrary master. ''The hands of the poor are 
the' treasury-box of Christ."* 

When you dispense your alms to the poor, who 
know what it is to pray, you may oblige them to pray 
for you by name, every day. It is an excellent thing 
to have the blessing of those who have been feady to 
perish, thus coming upon you. Observe here a sur* 
prising sense, in which you may be 'Spraying always." 
You are so, even while you are sleeping, if those 
whom you have thus obliged are praying for you. 
And now look for the accomplishment of that word '. 
" Blessed is he that considereth the poor : the Lord 
will preserve him, and keep him alive, and he shall be 
blessed upon the earth." 

Very frequently your altns are dispersed among 
such persons as very much need admonitions of piety. 
Cannot you contrve to mingle a spiritual charity with 
your tentfioral bou-nty ? Perhaps you may discourse 
with them about the state of their souls, and may ob- 

»il «■« 11 . ' Ill «., w ^ttiib—^w 

* Manus paupermn est Ohristi gazophylacium^ 
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tain from them, (for which you have now a slngiilar 
advantage) some declared resolutions to do ivhat they 
ousrht to do. Or else you may convey to them little 
books, or tracts, which they will certainly promise to 
read, when you thus desire them. 

Charity to the souls of men is undoubtedly the 
highest, the noblest and the most important charity. 
To furnish the poor with catechisms and Bibles, is to 
do for them an incalculable service. No odc knows 
how much he may do by dispersing books of pi- 
ety, and by putting into the hands of mankind such 
treatises of divinity as may have a tendency to make 
them wiser or better. It was a noble action 
of some good men, who, a little while ago, were 
at the charge of printing thirty thousand of the 
"Alarm to the Unconverted," written by Joseph AJ- 
lein, to be given away to such as would promise to 
read it. A man of no great fortune has been known 
to give away without much trouble nearly a thousand 
books of piety, every year for many years together. 
Who can tell, but that with the expense of less than a 
shilling, you may "convert a sinner from the error of 
his ways, and save a soul from death." A worse 
doom than to be "condemned to the mines" rests up- 
on that soul who had rather hoard up his money than 
employ it on such a charity. 

He v'ho supports the office of the evangelical min- 
istry supports a good work, and performs one ; yea. 
in a secondary way, performs what is done by the skil- 
ful, faithful, and laborious minister. The servant oi 
the Lord, who is encouraged by you, will do the more 
good for your assistiince : and what you have done fof 
nim, and in consideration of the glorious g-ospel 
preached by him, you have done for a glorious Christ; 
and you shall " receive a prophet's reward." Luther 
said ; "VVhat you give to scholars, you give to God 
himself.'-* Thii is still more true, when the schol- 
ars are become godly and useful preachers. 

I have somewhere met with the following passage : 
" It was for several years the practice of a worthy 
gentleman, in renewing bis leases, instead of making 

* Si qi^id scholasiicis confers, Deo ipsi contulistts 
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it a c«iiidUioa that his tenants should keep a hawk or 
a dog for him, to oblige them to keep a Bible in their 
houses, and to bring up their children to read and to be 
catechised." Landlords! It is worth your considera- 
tion whether you may not in your leases insert 
some clauses that may serve the kingdom of God. 
You ^re his tenants in those very freeholds in which 
you are landlords to other men. Oblige your tenants 
to worship God in their families. 

To take a poor child, especially an orphan, left m 
poverty, and to bestow a liberal education upon it, is 
an admirable charity ; yea, it may draw after it a long 
train of good^ and may interest you in all the good 
that shall be done by him whom you have educated. 

Hence also, what is done for schools, for colleges, 
and for hospitals, is done for the general good. The 
endowment or maintenance of these is at once to do 
good to many. ^ 

But, alas ! how much of the silver and gold of the 
world is buried in hands, where it is little better than 
conveyed back to the mines from whence it came ^ 
How much of it is employed 4o as little purpose as 
what arrives at Hindoostan, where a great part of it is, 
afler some circulation, carried as to a fatal centre, and 
by the Moguls lodged in subterraneous caves, never to 
see the light again I '^The Christian, whose faith and 
hope are genuine, acts not thus."* 

Sometimes elaborate compositions may be prepar- 
ed for the press, works of great bulk, and of still 
greater worth, by which the best interests of knowl- 
edge and virtue may be considerably promoted ; but 
they lie, like the impotent man at the pool of Bethes- 
da, in silent neglect ; and are likely to continue in 
that state, till God inspire some wealthy persons no- 
bly to subscribe to their publication, and by this gen- 
erous application of their property, to biing them a- 
broad. The names of such noble benefactors to 
mankind ought to live as long as the works them- 
selves; and where the works do any good, whatthese 
' have done towards the publishing of them, ought to 
be " told for a memorial" of them. 
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I will pursue Ibis subject still farther. It bns beeft 
said that "idle gentlemen, and idle beggira, are the 
pests of the commonwealth." The saying' raay seem 
affronting, but they who are o£fended at it must quar- 
rel with the a^hes of a bishop, for it was Dr. Sander- 
sonN. Will you then think, Sirs, of some honourable 
and as^recable employments? I will mention one: 
.The Pythagoreans forbade men's " eating" their owa 
brains," or, '' keeping their good thoughts to them- 
selves." The incomparable Boyle observes, that "as 
to religiou«? books, in general, those which have beeo 
written by laymen, and especially by geDtleroen^ 
have (caeteris paribus) been better received, an*3 more 
effectual, than those published by clergymen." Mr. 
Boyle's were certainly so. Men of quality have fre- 
quently attained such accomplishments in lang-uages 
and science, that they have become prodigies of litera- 
ture. Their libraries also have seen stupendous col- 
lections, approaching towards Vatican or Bodleian 
dimensions. An English gentleman has been some- 
times the most " accomplished person in the world.'' 
How many of these (besides a Leigh,, a VVolselj, or a 
Polhill) have been benefactors to mankind by their 
admirable writings ! It were much to be wished that 
persons of wealth and elevation would qualify them- 
selves for the use of the pen as well as of the sword, 
and deserve this eulogium, ^'They have written ex- 
cellent things." An English person of quality, in 
his treatise, entitled, " A* View of the Soul," has the 
following passage : "It is certainly the highest digni- 
ty, if not the greatest happiness, of which human na- 
ture is capable in the vale below, to have the soul so 
far enlightened, as to become the mirror or conduit, 
or conveyor of God's truth to others." It is a had 
motto for a man of capacity, " My understanding is 
unfruitful." Gentlemen, consider what subjects may 
most properly and usefully fall under your cultiva- 
tion. Your pens will stab atheism and vice more ef- 
fectnally than other men's. If out of your " Tril e"' 
there come forth ''those who handle the pen of ;be 
writer," they will do uncommon execution. One of 
them has in^^cnuously said, " Though I knov^ some 
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munetiontj yet I know no trutht of religpion, which, 
4ike the showbread, are only for the priests."^ 

I will present to you but one proposal more, and it 
la this, That you would wisely choose a friend of good 
ubilities, of warm aifections, and of excellent piety, (a 
minister of such a character if you can) and entreat 
him, yea, oblige him to study for you, and to suggest 
to you opportunities to do good. Make him, as Am' 
brosius did his Origen^ your Monitor. Let him ad* 
vise yon, from time to time, what good you may do. 
Let him see that he never gratifies you more than by 
his advice on this head. If a David have a Seer to 
perform such an office for him, one who may search 
for occasions of doing good, what extensive services 
may be done for the temple of God in the world ! 

Let me x>n\j add, that when gentleman occasional- 
ly meet together, why should not their conversation 
correspond with their superior station ? They should 
deem it beneath them to employ the conversation on 
trifling subjects, or in such a' way that, if it were se- 
cretly taken in short hand, they would blush to hear 
it repeated.! Sirs, it becomes a gentleman to enter- 
tain his company with the finest thoughts on the 
finest themes : an'l r*»rf!n'n]v there cannot be a subiect 

SO worthy of a gentleman as this, What good is there 
to be done in the world ? Were this noble subject 
more frequently started in the conversation of gen- 
tlemen, incredible good might be achieved. 

1 will conclude by saying. You must accept of any 
public service, of which you are capable, when you are 
called to it. Honest Jeans has this pungent pas- 
sage : " The world applauds the prudent retirement 
of those who bury their parts and gifts in an obscure 
privacy, though they have a fair call, both from God 
and man, to public engagements: but the terrible 
censure of these men by Jesus Clirist at the last day^ 

^ Matt, xii. 4. 
t"AiAiZ std nugcE^ et risus et verba proferuntur in vent' 
um^'^-^Moihing hut jesting^ and laughing^ and nordk 
Bcattered by the wind^ 
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will prore them to have been the most arra&t fools 
that ever lived on the face of the earth." The fault 
of not employing our talent for the public good is 
justly styled, ^^A great sacrilege in the temple of the 
God of Nature." It was a sad age of which Tacitus 
said ^^ Indolent retirement was wisdom."'* 



PROPOSALS TO CHURCH, CIVIL, AND MILITARY OFFICERS. * 

It will be recollected, that one of our first propo- 
sals was, that every one should consider, ^^ What can i 
I do for the service of God, and the welfare of man?" \ 
It may be hoped that all oFFiCERs, as such, will con- 
form to what has been proposed. It should be the 
concern of all officers, from the highest to the 
lowest, to do ali the good they can ; there is. 
therefore, the less occasion to make a more particu- 
lar application to infertQr officers of various kinds, all 
of whom have opportunities to do good,, more or less, 
in their hands. However, they shall not all have rea- 
son to complain of being neglected! 

In some churches there are Eii>ERs,t who " rule 
well," though they do not " labour in the word and 
doctrine." It becomes such persons often to enquire, 
*' What shall I do to prevent strife, or any other sin, 
that may become a root of bitterness in the church; 
and that Christ, and holiness may reign in it ; and 
that the ministry of the pastor may be countenanc- 
ed, encouraged, and prospered ?" Their visits of the 
flock, and their endeavour to prepare the people for 
special ordinances, may be of great advantage to the 
state of religion. 

There are Deacons also, with whom the temporal 
affairs of the church are entrusted. It would be well, 
if they would frequently inquire : " What may I do 
that the treasury of Christ may be increased ? What 
may I do that the life of ray faithful pastor may be 

* Inertia fait sapientia, 
^In primitive times^ Eccksia seniores hahuit — the church 
had its elders* 
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endered more comfortable ? What members of the 
ock do I think deficient in their contributions to 
upport the interests of the gospel, and what shall I 
ay, " with great boldness in the faith" to them, on 
his subject?" 

In the State there are maay officers, to whom the 
nost significant and comprehensive proposal that can 
>e made would be, To consider their oaths. If they 
rvould seriously reflect on the duties to which their 
:>aths oblige them, and would carefully perform those 
luties, a great ileal of good would be done. But we 
must a little particularize : 

As the REPRESENTATIVES of any place have oppor- 
tunities to do good to the people at large, so they, 
sliould be particularly solicitous for the good of that 
place which has elected them. Their inquiry should 
be, "What motions may I bring forward which will 
be for the public good, or for the advantage of my 
constituents ?" 

Those, whom we call the "select mek" of a 
town, will disappoint the ejzpectatioQS which are just- 
ly formed of them, if they do not diligently consider, 
"gWhat shall I do that I may be a blessing to the 
town which I am now to serve ?" 

Grand jurymej^ may very profitably inquire, 
"What growing evils or nuisances do I discover,, 
which I shall do well to make public ?" They should 
hold their consultations upon these matters, as men 
in earnest for the good of the country. Indeed all 
jurymen should be good men. Our old compellatlou 
of a neighbour by the title of goodman has this ori- 
gin ; it was as much as to say, one qualified to serve 
on a jury. Let such therefore answer their original 
designation, by doing good, and by contriving how 
ihey may do it. 

Why should Constables be excused from these 
obligations ? Their name (Constabularius) was first 
derived from the xiare of "making unruly horses stand 
well together in the stable." Sirs, you have it in 
your power to do much good by being "Masters of 
restraints," in your walks and otherwise, to unruly 
cattle. What are vicious persons, though perhaps in 
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bonoQrable stations, but like the beasts ! Well-^^o^^ 
ed constables have done wonderful things in a town. 
to promote good order. I must therefore beg* them 
to t>ut to themselves the same question; '^ What 
good may 1 do ?" 

Where TrntiNo-MEff, are chosen and sworn, thej 
iiave an opportunity of doing more than a filttle good, 
if they will conscientiously perform their duty. Let 
them well study the laws which lay down their duty, 
and let them also make the same eoqtdry : ^* What 
good may I do ?^^ Let them consult with one another 
at certain times, in order to find' out wh^t they have 
it in their power to do, and to assist and strengthen 
one another in doing it. 1 hare now done with the 
civil list. 

Military Commanders have their opportunities 
to " do good." They do this in an eminent degree 
when they support exercises of piety in their several 
companies and regiments, and when tiiey rebuke the 
vices of the camp with due severity. Might not so- 
cieties to suppress these vices be formed in the camp, 
to very good purpose, under their inspection ? If the 
soldiers ask, *^ What shall we do ?" all my answer at 
present is, Sirs, consider what vou have. to do. 

CoMMAKDERS AT SEA have their opportunities also. 
The more absolute they are in their command, the 
greater are their opportunities. The worship of God 
seriously and constantly maintained aboard, will have 
a very happy effect. A body of good orders hnng up 
in the steerage may produce consequences for which 
all the people in the vessel may at last have reason 
to be thankful. Books of piety should also be taken 
aboard, and the men should be desired to retire for 
the perusal of them, and for other pious exercises. 



PROPOSALS TO LAWYERS. 



But whilst our book seems to have so far discharg- 
ed its office and intention of a counsellor as to leave do 
further expectations, a considerable number of per- 
sons present theiiiselves to oar notice, who would Imve 
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jast cause for complaint, if among* proposals lo do 
g-ood, they should remain unnoticed, Some whom 
we do not find among those who addressed the bless- 
ed morningf-star of our Saviour for his direction, yei 
are now found among*, those who inquire, " And what 
shall we do?" I refer to the gentlemen of tut. 
LAW, who have that in their hands, the end of which 
1?, " To tlo good j" and the perversion of which from 
its professed end is one of the worst of evils. 

Gentlemen, your opportunities to do good are 
such, that proposals of what you are able to do, can- 
not but promise themselves an obliging reception 
with you. You have considerable advantages for this 
purpose, arising from your liberal and gentlemanly 
education: for with respect even to the common 
pleaders at tlie bar, I hope that maxim of the law 
will not be forgotten : " The situation of a lawyer is so 
dignified, that none should be raised to it from a mean 
condition in life."* Things are not come to so bad a 
state that an hbnest lawyer should require a statute, as 
the honest publican of old did, merely on the score of 
rarity. You may, if you aim at it, be entitled to one 
on tbef score of universal and meritorious usefulness, ^ 
In order to your being useful. Sirs, it is necessary 
that you should be skilful; and that you may arrive 
at an excellent skill in the Jaw, you will be well ad- 
visad what authors to study : oa this point, it may be 
of the utmost consequence to be well advised. The 
knowledge of your own Statute law is incontestibly 
needful. The same may be said of the common law^ 
which must continually accompany the execution of 
it. Here, besides useful dictionaries, you have your 
Cook, Vaughan, Windgate, &c. &:c with whom you 
may converse. I am sorry to find a gentleman, about 
the middle of the former century, complaining of the 
English law, "that the books of it cannot be perused, 
with any deliberation, under three or four years, and 
that the expense' of them is enormous." I do not 
propose so tedious a tJisk ; for the civil law must al^o 

*Dignitas advocotorum non potitur ut in earn, rccipiu^ 
iur. qui antea fuerat villioris condiHonis, 

11 
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be known by those who would be fully acquainted 
with legal proceedings. Huge volumes, and loads of 
them, have been written upon it ; but among these, 
two small ones, at least, should be consulted, and di- 
gested by every one who would not be an ignorafrvus — 
I mean the Enehiridon of Corvinus^ and Arthur 
Duck''s Treatise De luu et authoritate juris 'civilis.* 
I will be still more free in declaring nay cpinion. 
Had 1 learning enough to manage a cause of that na- 
ture, I should be ready to maintain it at any bar in the 
world, that there never was, under the cope of heaven, 
a more learned man, than the incomparable Alste- 
inus. He has written on every subject in the whole 
circle of learning, as accurately and as exquisitely as 
those who have devoted their whole lives to the culti- 
vation of any one particular subject. The only 
reason why his compositions are not more esteemed 
is, the pleonasm of his worth, and their desert of 90 
much esteem. To hear some silly men ridicule his 
labours by a foolish pun on his name — AWs tedious^ 
is to see the ungrateful folly of the world; for con- 
ciseness is one of his pcquliar excellencies. They 
might more justly charge him with any thing, than 
with todiousness. This digression only setves to in- 
troduce a recommendation of his " Jurisprudentia," as 
one of the best books in the world for a lawyer. I 
shall wrong it if I say " It is much in a little ;" I 
would rather say " It is 'all in one." 

A lawyer should be a scholar. It is vex«^tious that 
the emperor Justinian^ whose name is now on the 
luws of the Roman empire,! is, by Suldas, called 
•"• Analphabetos — one who scarcely knew his alpha- 
bet." It is vexatious to find Accursius^ one of the 
first commentators on the laws, fall into so many 

* C'oncerniDg the use and authority of tbe comraon law. [A 
rcntury has certainly produced other books of great value to 
the gentlemen of the law, but it was thought proper to retain 
the author's advice on this subject, as well as on othei-s.] 

t They bear his name, because it was by his order that 
Triho^nan made his hasty, and some say. fallacious, collection 
of them, from the two thousand \rolumcsj into which they bad 
been growing fora thousand years. 
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STi^QSS mistakes, through his ignorance.* But, when 
you are called upon to be wise, the design is that yo« 
may be wise to do good. Without this disposition, 
** Doth not their exceHency which is in them go 
away ? They die even without wisdom." A founda- 
tion of piety must first be laid ; an inviolable respect 
to the holy and just and good lavr of God. This must 
be the role of all your actions ; and it must particu- 
larly regulate your practice pf the law. You are 
sensible that it was always the custom of the civil law 
to begin with, "To the most high and gracious God :"t 
nor was. it unusual for the instriynents of the law to 
.begin with the first two letters of the name of Christ, 
in Greek characters. The life of the lawyer should 
have its beginning there, and be carried on with a con- 
stant regard to it. The old Saxon lams had the Ten 
Commandments prefixed to them — Ten words of infi- 
nitely greater value than the famous Twelve Tables so 
much admired by TuWj and other ancient writers ; in 
the fragments of which, collected by Baldwin^ there 
are some things horribly unrighteous and barbarous. 
These are to be the Jirst laws with you : and, as all 
the laws that are contrary to these are ipsofacto^ null 
and void, so, in the practice of the law, every thing 
disallowed by these must be avoided. The man 
whom the scripture calls a lawyer was a Karaite^ or 
one who strictly adhered to the written lawof God, in 
opposition to the Pharisee and the TradUionisL I 
know not why every lawyer should not still be, in the 
best sense, a Karaite. By manifesting a reverence for 
the divine law, both that of reason and that of super- 
added gospel, you will do good in the world beyond 
what you carf imagine. You will redeem your 
honourable profession from the injury which bad 
men have done to its reputation; and you will obtain 
a patronage for it very different from that which the 

r ■ ■ I HI — I ii« --^11 I 11- r- 1 1 -- . 

* When a sentence of Greek occurred in the text, he was 
able to afford no better gloss than this, " Haec Graica sunt, 
qnae nee legi, nee intelligi possunt — ^Thisis Greek, which. Cau 
'peither be read nor explained." 
t A Peo optimo maximo. 
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Satyr in the idle story of your Saint Eroaa has 
assigned to it. 

Your celebrated Ulpian wrote seven books, to sbevr 
the several punishments which ovwcht to be inflicted on 
Christians. It is to be hoped that you willioTcnt 
as many services to be done to the cause of chris- 
Wanltv, services to be performed for the kingdom of 
your Suvlcur, and metliods by which to demoiistrate 
that yo!3 yourselves are araonjj the best of Ciiristians. 

i am not sure that our Tertullian was the gentle- 
man of that name, who hath some Connilta in the 
Roman Digcsfa / which Grotius and others will not 
admit : yet Eusebius toils us that he was well skilled 
in the Roman laws : and in his writings you find 
n^any laiv term^, particularly " Prescriptions against 
Heretics,'" which were, as we learn from Quintiiliaa 
and otliM'^, the replies of defendants to the actions of 
the plajtitiff-:. I propose that others of the faculty 
study nil no?siI>le "Prescrjptions" against those who 
v.ould iriju''e the cause of Christianity, and "apolo- 
gfies" for the church and cause of our Saviour. But, 
Sirs, it n^upt first f»f all be done in your own virtuou?, 
eKHct, ^jf-rght co.ij'uct, undor all temptation^. The 
miscarr'a^^es of sonrie individuals must not bring a 
biprrn^h f n a noble and uspf il proJcs«;on. 

But a!tiU;ugh the profession in goneral must not be 
blamed for the f.iuils of a fevr, yet many will allow 
the justness of the following remark, which occurs in 
u late publication, entitled, "Examen Miscellaneuna :'' 
"A lawyer who is a knave deserves death more than 
the man that robs oii the highway j for he profanes 
the saDctnary of the distressed, and betrays the 
liberties of the people." To avoid such a censure, a 
lawyer must shun all those indirect ways of ^^making 
haste to be rich," in which a man cannot be innocent : 
such .ways as provoked the father of Sir Matthew 
Hale to abandon the practice of the law, on account of 
Che extreme difficulty of preserving a good conscience 
in it. Sir, be prevailed upon constantly to keep a 
court of chancery in yo\iv own hrenst: and scorn and 
fear to do any thing but that which your conscience 
will pronounce consistent with, and conducing to 
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*-' Glory to God in the faighest, peace ca earlb. ard 
good-will towards men." The Very nature of you i* 
profession leads you to meditate on ^' a judgment to 
cotne.'' O that you would so realize and antedate 
that judgement, a& to do nothing- but what you verily 
believe will be approved in it! 

This piety must operate, very particularly, in the 
pleading of causes. You will abhor, Sir, to appiearin 
a dirty cause. If you discover that your client has an, 
unjust cause, you will faithfully advise him of it. 
The question is, "Whether it be lawful to use false- 
hood and deceit in contending with an adversary?"* It 
is to be hoped that you have determined this question 
like an honest man. You will be sincerely desirous 
that truth and justice should take place. You will 
speak nothing which shfall be to the prejudice of eith- 
er. You will detest the use of all unfair arts to con- 
found evidences, to ferow-beat witnesses, or to sup- 
press what may give light in the case. You have 
nothing to object to that old rule of pleading 
a cause : — " When the guilt of the party is 
clearly proved, the counsel ought to withdraw his 
support."t I remember that Schusteros, a famous 
lawyer and counsellor, who died at Heidelberg in the 
year 1672, has an admirable passage in his^ epitaph -^ 

" Morii proximus vocem emisii ; 
JVihil se tmqttam suasisse consilio^ 
Cujus jam jam moriturum peniterU.^^ 

— '- When at the point of death he could say, I never 
in the whole course of ray practice gave an opinion of 
which I now repent." A lawyer, who can leave the 
world with such language' as this, proves a greater 
blessing to the world than can be expressed. 

I cannot encourage any gentleman to spend much 
time in the study of the canon law ; which Baptiaia <t 

I !■» ■ »« - I. ■ II. p» I - I I. ■..I.llll. ■ ■l.l. Il». ifc I ,. 

* Utrum falhciis et deceptionihus ad camtincendum ad- . 
vcrsariwn uti liceat ? 

t Cognita iniquitate^ a siiscepio ejus patrocinio advent 
catas desistere debit, 

11* 
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cya7*cro B'lohio baa fonnd to contradict the civil law ia 
two hundred instances. The 'decrees," the "decre- 
tals," the "Clementines," and " extra vagants," which 
compose the hideous volumes of that law, would com- 
pel any wise man to make the same apology for his 
II version to it which such a one once made: *'i cannot, 
Sir, feed on that which is vile."* Agrippa, who was 
a doctor of that law, said of it, " It is neither of God 
nor for him : nothing but corruption invented it ; 
nothing but avarice has practised it." Luther began 
the reformation with burning it. Nevertheless there 
is one point much insisted on in the canon law, which 
well deserves your serious consideration ; thai is, — 
HF.STITUTION. When men have obtained riches with- 
out right, or have heaped up wealth in any dishoD- 
e!»t and criminal ways, a restitution will be a neces- 
sary and essential part of that repentance wUich 
alone will find acceptance with Heaven. The solem- 
nity of this thought may stand like an " angel with a 
drawn sword" in your way, when you may be under a 
temptation to leave the path of duty, to go after the 
'• wasres of unrisrhteour.nesp." Our law was once 
given to us in French. Many of you, gentlemen, 
know the modem French as well as the ancient. 
Mons. Placeite has given you a valuable treatise ot' 
Restitution, in which there is a chapter, "Des cas on 
les Avoc;its sont oblisres a restituer — Of the cases in 
which counsellors are obliged to make restitution.*' 
In that chapter some pervious will iind a sad Bill of 
Costs taxed for them ; and among other assertions, 
this is one : " Excessive fees must be disgorged by 
restitution."! This should be considered. . 

It is an old complaint " that a good lawyer is sel- 
dom a good neighbour." You know how to con- 
fute it, gentlemen, by making your skill in the law a 
blessing to the neighbourhood. It was athruied as 
long ago, as in the time of Sallust, '' Towns were 

* jYcn possum^ domine^ vesci stercor^ hurnano, 

t SVl exigfi ^ne recompense excessive et disproportion ?e 

a ce qidlfait^ il est oblige a restituer cc qiHl prend dc 

trop. 
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happy formerly, when there were no lawyers ; and 
they will be so again when the race is extinct ;"* but 
you may, if you please, be a vast accession to the 
happiness of the places where you reside. 

You shall have some of my proposals for it, in a 
historical exhibition. In the life of Mr. John Cotton, 
the author relates the following, concerning his fath- 
er, who was a lawyer. ''That worthy man was very 
remarkable in two most admirable practices. One 
was, that when any one of his neighbours wishing to 
sue another, applied to him for advice, it was his cus- 
toni, in the most persuasive and affectionate manner 
ioiaginable, to attempt a reconciliation between both 
parties ; prefering the consolation of being a peace- 
maker, to all the fees which he might have obtained 
by blowing up the differences. Another was, he was 
accustomed, every night, to examine himself, with 
reHections on the transactions of the past day; and if 
lie found that he had neither done good to others, nor 
^ot good to his own soul, he was as much grieved as 
Titus was, when he complained in the evening — '' My 
friends ! I have lost a day."t 

V\Qiat a noble thing would it be for you to find out 
oppressed widows and orphans; and as such can ap- 
pear only " in forma pauperis ; and are objects, in 
whose oppression " might overcomes right," gener- 
ously plead their cause I " Deliver the poof and 
needy, and rid them out of the hand of the wicked" 
— It will be a glorious and Godlike action ! 

Affluent persons, about to make their wills, may 
frequently ask your advice. You may embrace the 
opportunity of advising them to such liberality in be- 
half of pious purposes, as may greatly advance the 
kingdom of God in the world. And, when you have 
opportunity, by law, to rescue " the things that are 
God's ftom the sacrilegious hands that would " rob 
God," it may be hoped tbatyou will do it with all pos- 
sible generosity and alacrity. O excellent imitation of 
our glorious Advocate in the heavens! 

* Sine Causidieis satis /(slices olim fuere^ futur(zpue 
sunt urbes. 

t Atnici^ diem, perdidi. 
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Is there nothing to be amended in the kws ? Per- 
haps you may discover many things yet i^atiting intho 
laws ; or mischiefs iti the eireciition or iipplication of 
theiTi, which ought to be provided agniiist ; or mis- 
chiets which aanoy mankind, agakist which no laws 
are yet provided. The refonnation of the taws, and 
more laws for the reformation of the world, are loud- 
ly calh>d for. I do not affirm that our laws could be 
so reduced, that, like those of Geneva, they mig-fat be 
contained in five sheets of paper; but certainly the 
laws may be so corrected, that the world may more 
sensibly and generally enjoy the beoeiit of them. If 
some lawyers, '^ men of an excellent spirit,'^ would di- 
rect their attention this way, and call the attention of 
the legislature to them, all the world might feel the 
benefit of it. A worthy man, more than fifty years 
ago, wrote an ^^ Examen Legum Angliae — An Ezaro- 
i nation of the English Laws," which deserves consid- 
eratioi) in the present day. 

Your learning often qnalities you to " write excel- 
lent things," not only in your own profession, but also 
on mai^y other eatertaining and edifying themes. 
The books which have been written by learned law- 
yers would, in number, almost equal an Alexandrian 
library. Judge by a Freherus' catalogue, or by a 
Pryn's performances. What valuable works have 
been prodac^d by a Grotius^ a HaU^ a Sddeii I Crentle- 
men, you may plead the cause of religion and of the 
reformation, by your well directed pens^ and perform 
innumerable services to the public. There is one, at 
this day, who, in his ^* History of the Apostles^ Creed," 
has obliged us to say, ^' he has ofter<*d like a kino to 
the temple of the King of heaven." May the Lord 
his God accept him ! 

Should you be called, Sir, to the administration of 
justice, in the quality of a judge, you will prescribe 
to yourself riiles like these which the renowned 
Lord Chief Justice Hai^b so religiously observed, as 
to become a bright example for all who occupy 
the seat of judicature. The sum of those rules is as 
follows ; 
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" That justice be administered uprightly, deliber- 
ately, resolutely. 

" That I rest not on my own understanding, but 
implore the direction of God. 

" That in the execution of justice, I carefully lay 
asidd niy own passions, and not give way to them, 
however provoked. 

" That I be wholly intent on the business I am 
about. 

'* That I suffer not myself to be prepossessed with 
any judgment at all, till all the business, and both 
parties are heard." 

In the pursuance of such methods to do «food, to 
serve the cause of righteousness, and introduce the 
promised age, in which "the people shall all be right- 
eous," the least of those glorious, recompenses you 
may expect will be the establishiaent of your pro- 
fession, in such a reputation, that thji most prejudic- 
ed persons in the world, when seeking to 6nd blem* 
ishes in it, will be obliged to bring in an Ignoramvts, 



Societies for the reformation of manners, and 
for the Suppression of Vice, have begun to grow 
into esteem, and it is one of* the best omens that 
appear in the world. " Behold, bow great a matter a 
little (of this heavenly) fire kindleth !" Five or sir 
gentlemen in London, associated, with a heroic res- 
olution, to oppose that torrent of wickedness which 
was carrying all before it. More were soon added to 
their number ; and though they met with great op- 
position from " wicked spirits," incarnate, as well aa 
invisible ones, and some in " high places" too, yet 
they proceeded with a most honourable and invinci- 
ble courage. Their success, if not proportioned to 
their Courage, was yet far from contemptible. In the 
punishments inflicted on those ' who transgressed the 
Jaws of morality, many thousands of sacrilices were 
offered to the holipess of God. Hundreds of houses, 
which were the porches of hell, and the scandal of the 
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eftrth, were soon shut up. A remarkable check m^ 
giyea fo the ragiog profanation of the Lord's name : 
and the Lord^s day was not so openly and horridiy 
abased as before. Among other essays to do gooil 
they scattered many thousands of good books among 
the people, which had a tendency to reform the!: 
manners. It was not long before this excellent exam- 
ple was followed in other parts of the British empire. 
Virtuous men of Tarious ranks and persuasi«n9i| be- 
came members of the societies. Persons high aod 
low, churchmen and dissenters, united ; and tbi 
union became formidable to the powers of darkaes<. 
The report of the societies flew oyer the seas, and ih 
pattern was imitated in other countries. Wise m^r^ 
in remote parts of Europe, made this joyful remait 
upon them, '' tha^ they occasion unspeakable • goo:, 
and announce a laore illustrious state of the church of 
God, which is ^o be expected in the conreraV^n o; 
Jews and Gentiles. America, top, begins to be irra- 
diated with ihem. 

I shall here recite an account, formerly presented to 
the public, of what may be effected by such societies. 
*^ What incredible benefits will accrue to religion 
from reforming societies, if the disposition to promote 
them should not unhappily languish. A sm^ill socie- 
ty mi\y prove an inraluable blessing to a town, who>r 
welfare should become the object of their watchful at- 
tention : they may be as a garrison to defend it from 
the worst of its enemies : they may soon render it "a 
mountain of holiness, and a dwelling of righteoa^- 
ness." The society may assist in promoting the ex- 
ecution of those .wholesome laws, by which vice i^ 
discouraged. Offenders against the law may be kept 
under such vigilant inspection, that they shall not 
escape punishment; and censured sinners will be 
reclaimed trom their sins ; or, at leatt, the judgments 
of God, which may be expected where suck sins arc 
indulged, will be diverted. " When we judge oar- 
selves, the judgments of God will be averted.'' 
Swearing and cursing will not infect the air. Meo 
will not reel along the streets, transformed into swice 
by drunkenness. The cages of unclean birds will l( 
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dissipated. They whom idleness, rendered dead 
while they lived, will have an honest employment 
provided ior them. And the Lord's day will be visi- 
bly kept holy to the Lord. 

" Vice is a cowardly thing ; it will soon shrink be- 
fore those who boldly oppose it. If any laws necessary 
to remedy what is amiss, be yet wanting", the society 
may apply to the legislative power to procure them. 
What is defective in the by%-laws of the town may 
soon be supplied. The election of such officers as 
may be faithful and useful to the public may he in- 
fluenced by the society. If any persons be notoriously 
defective in their duty, the society may, by suitable 
admonitions and remonstrances, cause those defects 
to be amended. If any familips live without family 
worship, the pastor may be informed, who will visit 
thena^and exhort them no longer to remain in their 
atheSbi. If any are in danger of being led away by 
i^educers, or other temptations, care may be taken to 
warn them. Schools of various kinds may derive ad- 
vantage from such a society. Charity schools may be 
erected, inspected, and supported. Books and tracts, 
containing the salt of heaven, may be sprinkled all over 
ihe land, and the "savour of truth" be diffused about 
the country. Finally, the society may find out who 
are in extreme necessity, and by their own liberality, 
or that of others, may procure assistance for them. 

" We know that a small society may effect these 
things, because we know that they have been done, 
and 3'^el the persons who did them have been concealed 
from the world. To minds elevated above the dregs 
of mankind, and endued with any generosity, no other 
argument to form such a society will be needful, than 
the prospect of so much usefulness. This will strong- 
ly recommend the design to well-disposed persons, 
nnd they will think it an honour to belong to such a 
society." 

The recital of these passages may be sufficient to 
introduce the following proposal. 

That a* proper number of persons in a neighbour- 
hood, whose hearts God hath inclined to do good, 
should form thcliiselves into a society, to meet when 
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and where they shall agree^ and to consider — *' What 
are the disorders that we maj ohserTe rising among 
lis; and what may he doney either by ojarselFes imme- 
diately, or by others throng^h onr adyice, to soppres* 
those disorders ?" That they would procure, if they 
can, the preseivQe oi a minister with them ; and every 
time they m^^et, pre!«<#t4 a'prayer to the Lord to bles=, 
dire<^t, and prosper the do^sign. That they would also 
procure, if possible, a justice of the peace, to be a 
tnerober of the socwty, •^That half-yearly they choose 
two stewards, to disp?»tch the business and messages 
of the society, and manage the votes in it, who shall 
noniinaia their succesiaors whea their term is expired 
That they would have a faithful treasurer, in whose 
haads thr^ir stock of charity may he deposited ;'aDd a 
clerk to k^ep a suitable record oAth^ir transactions 
and puvposes; and, linally, that they carry on their 
whole design with as much modesty and silence- a» 
pofsJble. 

In a town furnished with ^veral such societies, it 
has been usual for them all to meet tog^etber once a 
year, and keep a day of prayer; in which they have 
humbled themselves fop doing sd little good, and en- 
treated the pardon ef their unfruitfulness, through 
the hlood of the great Sacrifice ; and implored the 
blessing of Heaven on those essays to do good which 
they have made, the counsel and cbnduct of Heaven 
for their further attempts, and such influences of 
Heaven as may accomplish, that reformation which it 
was not in their power to eftect. 

I will conclude this proposal by reciting those 
points of conside^fition which may be read to the 
societies, at their meetings from time to time, with a 
proper pause after each of .them, that any- member 
may offer what he pleases upon it, 

1. Is there any reparkable disorder in thp place, 
which requires our endeavours for the suppression of 
it ? and, In what good, fair, likely way may we at- 
tempt it? 

2. Is there any particular person, whose disorderly 
Jbehavionr may be so scandalous, that it may he pro- 
per to send him our charitable admonition ? or, Are 
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ttiere aay contending^ persons whom we should e\'- 
hort to quench their contentions? 

3. Is there any particular service to the inlcrssff 
x>f religion, which we may conveniently requ3st owi' 
ministers to take notice of ? , 

4. Is tRere any thing whi^h ^ may do well 1^^ 
raention and recommend to 4he magiltrates,* for thc^ 
^farther proxAolion of good order? % 

'6, Is there any sort of oncers among us who are so 
unmindful of their duty, that we may properly remind 
them of it ? 

6. Can any further methods be deviseJ that igno* 
ranee and wickejlnesa may feft "chased from our people 
in general ; and thatdotttesdc piety in particular, may 
flourish amoBg them t 

7. Is there *atty instance of oppression or frnuda^. 
leoce, in^he dealings of any sort of people, which may 
call for oar efforts to Y>revent it in future? 

8. Is ihere any mj^ter to be humbly recOmmandeJ 
to the legislative power, to be enactad into a law for 
the public benefit? , ^ - 

9^ Do we know of any person langiilshing under 
heavy affliction, and what can we do for the succour 
of that aiHicted neighliour ? 

10. Has any person a proposal to make, for the 
further advantage, assistance, and us<2 fulness of ihU 
society ? 

Header — '^Look now .towards heaven^ arid tell th« 
stars, if thou be able to' number theui ;" yen, tell first 
the leaves of a Hercynian forest, and the drops of the 
Atl;mlic ocean-^then tell how rqpiny gpood things m»y 
be done by societies of good men, having such points 
of consideration beforewthemi 

And y6,t, after allj when such societies have done nil 
the good they can, ?ind nothing hut good, and walk om 
la a more unspotted brisfhtne«s than thnt of the moon 
in heavert^ let them c^rpcct to be maligned and libolletl 
as " a set of scoundrels who are maintained by ly?n% 
serve God for unrighteoas gain, ferret whor'»*= ♦f^*^ 
subsistcnc<^^ and are not more zr^alon^ nf^f-uif^i )r? - 
morality in their informrition«, than for it Jn theT^CM;a 
practice; avoiding no sin in ^i^nasolvn*^, -vna s-iTr^ria^ 

1 Z 
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none ID other people/' I suppose that they ^ho puS- 
lis«h their censures on " The manners of the age'' 
Tvill thus express their malig^nity, because tbey have 
done 50. Sirs t " add to your faith, ccunije," and be 
all med for such a trial of it. . 



A CAtALOOUE OF OESIRARLE THINOS. 

■ AVe ivill not propose that our essays to ^do good 
should ever come to a close; but we will now put a 
cloPe to opr tender of propfisals for tbero ; 1 shall 
therefore conclude wUh a Catalcgvs Desitleratcrvmn 
era n^cnlion of gome obvious ^nd general fervJces for 
the kinj^dom of God nmong* men, to which It is desira- 
ble thr.t rellg^Jous persons should be awakened.* 

I. The propngatlon of the holy and glorions re- 
ligion of Ciirisl ; a religion which emancipates man- 
kind from the t^/orst kind of slavery and misery, anJ 
wonderfully ennobles it; and ^hich alone prepares 
men frr the blessedness of another world. Why is 
this no more al^empted by ittprofessors ? Protestants, 
will you he out-done by Pop^h id<)laters ? O the vast 
pnins which those bjjrots have taken to carry on the 
Romish merchandize and idolatry^' No less than six 
hundred clergymen, in the order of the' Jesuits alone, 
have, within a few years, embarked for China, to win 
over tbr.t mighty nation to their bastard Christianity. 
No less than five hundred of. them lost their lives in 
the difficulties of their enterprize, and yet-ihe surviv- 
ors go on with it, expressing a sort of regret that it 
fell not to their shai^^ to make a sacrifice of their (ivcs 
in attempting the propagation of ^heir religion- " 
my God, I am ashamed,- and (Jusli to lift rip iny face 
to thee, my God 1" Who con tell what great things 
pcjigbt be done if our tradings companies and factories 
would set apart a more considerable part of their 
gains for this work, and would proseqpte it more 

tm ■ | i i| H ii» Jill I I I ■ I I II I I , 11 ■ ■■ I ■ , . I 

* DiffUilem rem optas^ generis'* hur^ani innocendam : 
If you Icvgfor the reformation of mankind^ you are hrg 
ivgfcr thpt "xhich it is di^cvlt to accomplish. 
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vigorously. The proposal which Gordon has made at 
the end of his ''Geography," -that all persons of 
property would appropriate a small p irt of their 
wealth to this purpose, should be more attentively con- 
sidered. What has already been (|poe by the Dutch 
missionaries at Ceylon, and the Danish naissionnpies 
nt Malabar, one would^ imagine sufficient to excite us 
to imitate thenx. 

Ifmen'of :^al for evangelising' and illuminating a 
miserable world would learn the lang"jages of some 
nations which are yet unevan^elised, and wait on the 
providence of Heav^en to direct them to soaie apostoli- 
cal unde^takinafs, and to bless them therein, who caii 
tell what migfht be done ! We know what RulfiauJ 
relates coacerninsr the conversion of the Iberians, 
and what Socrates mentions concerning" the thinj^s 
done by Frumeotius and Aede:?ius in the inner India. 

In this subject there are two things worthy of ro- 
inark : 

Firs^ it is the opinion of some Seers, that until the 
tenaple he cleansed, there will be no general appear- 
ance of the nations to worship in it. And the truth 
is, there will be dang-er until- then,- that many persons, 
active in societies for the propagation of religion, 
may be more intent on propagating their own little 
forms, fancies, and interests, than the more weighty 
laiatters of the gospel. Yea, it will be well if they be 
not, unawares, imposed upon, to injure the cause of 
christianityfftvhere it is well established, while places^ 
in the neighbourhood, wholly unevangeliseJ, may lie 
neglected. Let us therefore do what we can towards 
the reformntipn of the church, in order to its enlarge- 
jnent. 

Secondly, it is probable that the Holy Spirit will be 
ag'ain bestowed on the church for its enlarsrement, in 
operations similar to those which, in the first ages ot 
Christianity,* were granted for its plantation. The 
Holy Spirit, who has jvithdpwn from the apostate 
church, will come and abide with us, and render this 
world like a " watered garden," His irresistible in- 
fluences will cau|e whole ^^ ntttions to be born in a 
day.'* He mU nqt only conve r| jb'ut unite liis people.. 
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f^y him, God Mill ^^ dwell with inen.^ Wonld do! 
cur hoavenlj' Father give h!s Holy Spirit if he were 
r:\orc eaniestU entreated for him ! 

n. It is lamentable to observe the ignorance and 
v.ickednefs yet rcmainin/c^ even in mtny parta of the 
I rll ish dominions : in Wales, in the liighlands cf 
.' col land, and in Ireland. Are the Gouges all dead? 
There are prcteuded shepherds in th^ world, who 
^\ill never be able to answer before the Soa of God, 
:or their hiyingf so. little to heart the deplorable cir* 
4:unistances of so jnany persons w.hom they might, 
if they vstre not scandalously negligent, b.ri eg tu he 
^loro jicquainled with the only Saviour. 

III. Why is notbins^ more effected for the poor 
n reeks, Armeu2ans, Muscovites, and other Cbiis- 
l:;u»5, uho have little preaching, and no printing 
uinrng ibem ? It we \VGre to send them Bibles, Psal- 
trrf, nnd other books of Piety in their own language, 
they would be ncble presents,^ and God. only tnowi 
i:()w useful. 

.IV. Poor snllors nnd poor soliliers call f^r our 
])'iiy. They mf ot with great troubles, and yet their 
ri)r\nriers solJotn discover any good effects cf their 
tiials. W'liiU sliall le done to make them* a better set 
of men ? Besides morg books of piety distributed 
amons: them, other methods must be devis(,d. " An 
asS fa 11?^ and the first who comes lifts him pp: a 
soul is on the brink of ruin, and aot a hand is stretch- 
ed out.'"'' Let Austin awaken us. <; • ' 

V. The Tradesman's library should be more en- 
riched. We have seen " husbandry &j)irit«ali9fed;" 
the employment of the " shepherd spiritualised ;"^ 
'•navigation spiritualized ;" and the ''^veaver," also, 
furnished with agreeable meditations. To spread 
the nets of salvation for men in the way of their per- 
sonal callings, and to convey pious thoughts in the 
torais and branches of their personal (jjillingsi is a 
rsal service to the interests of piety. A book also 
that shall be an '^ OnomcHblogria Mdnitoria,'' a " Re- 

. ---.■■■ ■ . . St I W p« .. I . ■ I 11. I -. ^ » - 

* Cadit asinusy ^*e$t qnisublcvat : per It anima^ ct non 
e^t o:(i rnaiiurn appoint ^ - ' , -'- 
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membraQcer from oames/' and shall advise pcrso:^^ 
how to make their names the moniiors, of their duty, 
roight be of much use to the Christened ivorld. Aiul 
a book which shall be "The Angel of Bethesda," giv- 
ing instructions in what manner to improve in piet}', 
by the several maladies with which any may be af- 
flicted ; and at the same, time informing th^m of the 
most experimental, natural, and specitic remedies for 
their disorders, might be very useful to mankind. 

Vf. Universities which shall have more Collcgicu 
Piemlis in them, like those of the excellent Franc^ 
kius in the Lower *Saxony. O that*^such institutions 
were more numerous I Seminaries in which the 
scholars may have a. most polite education, but no^be 
sent forth with recommendations for the evangelical 
ministry, till, upon a strict examination, it be found 
that their souls are fired with the fear of God, the love 
of Christ, a zeal to do good, and a resolution fo bear 
poverty, reproach, and all sorts of temptations, in the 
service of our holy religion. Such characters would 
be the wonders of the world j and what wonders 
might they do in the world ! 

Let charity-schools also '' increase and multiply :'' 
Charity-schools which may provide subjects for the 
great Savioar, * blessings for the next generation: 
Charity-schools, not perverted to the ill purpose of 
introducing a defective Christianity. 

VH.. It is the part of wisdom to observe and pur- 
sue those things which,- so far as we understand by 
the Books of the Sipcred prophecy, are to be the wonks 
of our day. When the time had arrived that Anti- 
christ should ent^r bis last ^^ half-time,^' one poor 
monk proved a main instrument of wresting from him 
half bis empire* Thus to fall in with the designs of 
Divine Providence, is the way to be wonderfully pros- 
pered and honoured. The works of our day I take to 
be as follows : 

1. The l^vival of primitive Christianity : to en-^ 
deavour to restore every thing of the prlmitiyQ char* 
acter. The apostacy is going off. The time for 
c^eaa^i^nr the temple conies on. More p^WAn!>a 
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would be vast blesfilog!*^ wbea the prioilllve doctrine? 
of christianilj are eorrupted. 

2, The penuading' of tiie EuropeVta powers to 
sliT^ke ofT the chains of popery. Let this arrg^nment be 
used : there is no popish iiatioxl but- wowldy bj em- 
bracing' the protestant religion, not only kitroduce it- 
self into a glorious Isberty, bat also would^donble its 
wealth immediately, k is strange .that thur has net 
been more attenc^d* to.. Let it be prosecuted with' 
more demoostratioHf A eeptain writer has shown^ 
that the aboIitioQ orpopery in England is worth at 
least ^Ight millions sterling to the nation, annually. 
Let this argtimenty- arising from interest, be tried witb 
other nations. 

o. Tbe formfltion and quickening of the people 

w ho are to be ^^The stone cut out of tbe mountain.'^ 

. In this thing, as in some others, ^^Nene of the wicked 

flvall unJei«tand ^ but the wise shall understand.'^ 

God' will do h:s own ^york ift hir own lime and man^ 

and' Austin says, ^^It is adv-isable to withhold 
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pnrt of what I meant to say,^ becauffe of men^s inca- 
pacity to receive it."* 
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* Utile €tt tt^ tacoatur aliquod verbum^ prupter^ inca- 
jyaccs, 
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"The Zfihi qift^e Lord of Hosts will perform these' 
tHings :" a 2eal. inspired and prodiic'ed by the Lord 
or (iosts in his faithful serva tits will p^ them upon 
tbe perforinanGe of such things. I^othing has jet 
been propogeiif that is is itnp^ractieable : "I mentioa 
not thin^ of great diflfitulty,- h^t sqch as are within : 
cur power."? . But Ekisebius has' tatight me, *^it is 
truly noble to if great things, and yet to esteem .' 
yourself as nothing. "t Sirs, while pursuing such a 
course of actigns as has foee\a'd«^«cri1>ed above ; actions, 
'^hich are fafmore glorious than: all theachibvetnents' 
of which those bloody plunderfers whom we caljcon- 
ejuerer* hay <9, made a wretched ostentation ; — still hu- 
mility nm§i.,^own the wholes Witb^trt this, they , 
are ali nbtlHTig; nothing, Without a sen$e- that you^ 
are nothing, . and t willingness to be so':4steemed. 
You miisK^fiirst^ most humbly ack^owl^ilge to the 
gTearOodj/^'^ih'at after yoli have clone all, you arfe iin- 
profitable "gier.Vants;*'^ that you hare' sot only done 
that " which was yOur ;duty to do," bu* also,- that you " 
hav> ftiljen exceeding short of your ^'duty." If God 
should abase you with yety dark dispensations of his 
providence^ after ailyour imlefatigable and disinteriest-» / 
ed>' essays" to glorify him, homble you rselves.be fore". '. 
l>jmf yet abate npthit^* of your exertion|p' Persc- 
y.e pCy saying, my Crod will humble mc, yet will i; glp^ ;.; 
fits. him. Lord, thoU art righteous. Still will I; do ;V- 
»ljp[ can to promote thy glorious kingdom. This a<;f.'.ii■ 
Qfj^un]piliation isindeed companitiveiy easy. Thel*e v^' 
i3^phe"itcrhe demarfdfed of you^ of much greater diffi- . 
cuity ;.(hat is; that you humbly submit to all the dis- 
ccwlitiwhfchGod may appoint for you among men^l^our 
atlcjirable iSayiailf was one who always " went about 
iJoii^ j:p6di^' Mankind was never visited hy a bene- 
fa^orliMfe him ; and yet never was any one so vilified. 
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Had he be«n the worst tnalefactor in the world, he 
coiilcl not ha?e been treated id a worse manner. He 
expostulated with them, and inquired, '^ For which 
of my good works do jou thua treat me.'' Yet they 
continued the same conduct : they hated him, they 
reproached him, they murdered him. Austin very 
truly said, •'A siq^ht of on*" Lord's cross W a certain 
cure for pride."* It will also be a remedy for dis- 
couragement; it wiM keep you from sinking, as well 
as from being lifted op. You are conformed to your 
Saviour in your watchful endeavours to " do good,'^ 
and to be " fruitful in every good work." But your 
conformity to him ^et wants one point more to ren- 
der it complete ; that is, to be* ^ despised and reject- 
ed of men ;^" and patiently td bear the contempt, the 
malice, and the abuse of a " pefverse generation." 
One of the fathers, who sometimes wanted a little of 
this grace, could ^aj'^, " Nothing make& us so agreea- 
ble in the sight of God and man, asi to rise high by 
our good action*, and yet sink low in- humility."! 

It is an excellent thing to come to nothing in your 
own esteem, if you hear the hopes^ of unfriendly 
men, that you will come to no'thiog ; hear it with as- 
much satisfiction as they can hope for it. In this 
sense embrace exinanitioit and annihiiiation. A. per- 
son who had been a fiimoos >^ doer of good" was 
much affected with a picture* of a devout man, to 
whom a voice came down from heaven, '' What 
wouldst thou have me do for Jhee ?" To which he re- 
pliedi " Ncibing, Lord, but thai I may be permitted 
to suffer coQtcmpt ihr thy sake."| Sirs, let it be seen 
somewhere el*e than in picture ; be yourselves the 
reality : and thus " let patience have its perf^f 
work-.'^ 

1 hope you are too wise to imagine that becaure 
you are never wear}^ of well-doing, you will lb ere fore 
be- universally well spoken of. ISfo f it will be just 
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* Remedium elationis est contuitus Dominicce crttcis, 
t Ali&i/ est nos ita ei hominibus eiDee gratos facity fuam 

si mitOR meriio magniy et humilitate infimi simusw 
% ^^Q,uid yis fieri pro ie .^" *'JWAi7, l^ominejnAi fati 

et e-^^ipmni prf> te? * 



tlie contrary. To do well^ and to bear evil^ is the 
common experience, and should be our constant ex- 
pectation. Aud for this unreasonable thing, many 
reasons may be given. It will be impossible to do 
much good without some persons accounting them- 
selves injured by what you d 3. You will unavoidably 
serve some interests to which others are inimical. It 
is also the nature o( mad men to take up strange prej* 
wdices against their best friends ; and to be averse to 
none so much as to them. Now we may every 
where see those concerning whom we are told, 
^- Madness is in their hearts." This will appear in 
their unaccountable pi^judices against those who 
most of all seek their good. Then -' he teareth me 
in his wrath who ha4elh me: he gnasheth upon me 
with his teeth ? mine enemy sharpeneth his eyes up- 
on me." A benefactor will perhaps be honoured as 
the Lindians worshipped Hercule?, by cursing and 
throwing stones. .Tl>e wrath of God against a sinful 
^nd 'miserable world is likewise discovered in tbi» 
matter. If men, who are always intent on doing" 
good, were so generally beloved and esteemed as they . 
ought to be, they would become instruments of doing 
more good than the justice of heaven can yet allow to 
be done for a sinful world. The world is neither 
Wi)rthy of them, nor of the good which they endeav- 
our to perform^ ' To deprive the world of that goody 
mankin:! must be permitted to entertain a strange 
aversion to those persons who would fain perform it. 
This cramps and fetters them, and defeats their ex- 
cellent purposes. 

Nor is the great adversary idle on this occasion.. 
The man, -who shall do much good, will thereby do. 
much harm to his empire. It would be surprising if 
the devil should not '*seek to devour," or take an ex- 
quisite revenge upon such men of God. And unless- 
God should lay an uncommon restraint upon that 
>' wicked one," such is "the power of the adversary,** 
and S0 great an influence has he over the minds of 
multitudes, that he will bitterly revenge himself up- 
on any remarkable *>doer of good;" he will prccure 
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bim a troop of enemies, and whole ToIIies of re- 
proaches. But, O thou servant of God, by bim thon 
shalt *' run through a troop ;" by thy God thou shsilt 
" leap over a wall." We should he so far from won- 
dering that wicked men are eorag^d at the man wbo 
doefa much good ; that they spread so many false re- 
ports, and write so many lihels on his character, thai 
we ought rather to wonder the de?il does not make 
this world hotter than a Babylonish furnace for him ; 
too hot for his continuing in it. Sirs, if you will do 
much, it is very likely that the devil nvay sometimes 
raise upon your opportunities to do good, such a hor- 
rible tempest as may threaten their utter rain. You 
may fear to have your serviceableness — the "apple of 
your eye*' strucli out : you may be driven t© prayers, 
to tears, and to frequent fasting in secret, on this 
account. Prostrate in the dust, you mast oii3r up 
your supplications with strong crying and tears, to 
him that is able to save your '• opp#rtuaities of use- 
fulness from death j^' you must cry out, " O deliver 
jjiy sou V my serviceableness, "from the sword, raj 
darling from the power of the dog !" The words of 
the great Baxter are to the purpose, and wortlij to 
be introduced on this occasion : 

f' The temptatjoas and sug^j^estions of Satan, yea,, 
and often his external and contrived snares, are such 
;is freqoeutly to give men a palpable aJSco|jery of bis 
agency. Whence it is that such wonderful successive 
trains of impediments are set in the way of almost 
every man that intends any great and good work in- 
the world? I have, among men of my own acquaint- 
ance, observed such wonderful frustrations of many 
designed excellent works, by such strange, unexpect- 
ed means, such a variety of them, and so powerfully 
carried on, that I have been convinced there is a most 
vehement, invisible malice permitted by God to resist 
mankind, and to militate against all good in the world. 
Let a man have any work of the greatest natural im- 
portance, which tends to no great benefit to mankind, 
and he may proceed without any extraordinary im- 
pediment. But let him have any great design for the 
^ommoD ^ood, in things thai tend to destroy sia, to 



Lieal divisions, to reTlve charity, <o increai^e vfrtde,- 
nnd to save men's souls, yen, or to the j:uhiic cemmoit 
rellcitv ; and his impedimcr.ts .«hall be so multifa- 
rious, so far-fetched, so subtle, so iRce^snnf,- and ia 
5*pite of all his care and resm^jtion, usually so success- 
ful, that he shall seem to himself like a man that Is 
held fast, hand, and foot, while he sees no one touch 
him ; or that sees a hundred blocks broug^ht and cast 
before him in his way, while be sees no one do it." 

I have transcribed this passnj^e that such opposi- , 
tion may not cnm.e upon any one unexpectedly. O 
thou doer of grtod, expect a conflict with witked 
spirits in high placo.«, to clog- M the good thou dosi 
propose to do» Expect th;)t they will make ceaseless 
endeavour%, to ovorvvhelm thee, by instilling into the 
minds of men, ^lio ideas corceroing thee, and by put- 
ting into their mouth? caiumcies against thee. These 
will be some of their devices to defeat all thy propo- 
sals : " De net ignorant cf Satan's devices."' 

Yea, and if (hedi vil v/ere asleep, there is malignity 
enough in theherts of wicked men themselves, to 
render a man, who wishes to do good, very offensive 
rnd troublesome to them. They are the offspring of 
him who " slew his brother because his works were 
righteous;" and they will malign a man because he 
I is useful to other men* Indeed "to be spoken ill of 
by the wicked is'to he praised."* Wicked men will 
curse a man because he is va blessing. Base and 
wicked disposition I 

I happened once to be present in the r<^om wherfe 
n dying man could hot leave the world until he had 
lamented to a minister, whom he had sent for on this 
account, the unjust calumnies and injuries which he 
had often cast upon him, The minister asked the 
poor penitent what was the occasion of his abusive 
conduct; whether he had been imposed upon by any 
false reports. The man * made this horrible answer : 
^^'No, Sir; it was merely this; I thought you were a 
good man, and that you did much good in the world, 
and therefore i hated you. Is it possible, is it ptfssi- 

♦ Malis dispUctrt est laudart... 
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ble," sail! the poor sinner, " for such a wretch to 
pardon ;" Truly, though other causes njaj be assign- 
)ed for the spite and rage of wicked men against a 
person of active benevolence, yet I shall not be de- 
ceived if I fear that a secret antipathy to the kingdom 
of God lies at the bottom of it. Or, in prood men it 
may frequently be pde envy, enraged that other men 
are more useful in the world than they, and yexing 
themselves with more than JSicilian torment^ at the 
wght of what God and man tinite to perform. " They 
pee it and are grieved.*^ " He is ncft-a good man who 
has not goodness enough to call forth envy and ha- 
tred.''* But you tnnst not "think strange of the 
trial," if men "speak evil oi*y 005'^ aftei* you have 
done good to miiny^ yea, to those very persons who 
thus speak. It will not be strangle if you should 
"hear the def.iming of many;" if the men who do 
not love the holy ways of the Lord in his churches, 
should have no Uve to you; if javelins should be 
thrown at you with tbe most impetuous rage ; and if 
pamphlets filled with falsehood and slander should be 
published against yotj. God may wisely and in much 
faith fulnejjs permit these things "to hide pride from 
you.'^ " O how much of that deadly poison^ pride, 
still remains within ut; for which nothing short of 
poison is an antidote !"t Alas ! while we still carry 
about us tbe grave-clothes gf pride, these rough 
hands ara the be^ that can be en^Ioyed to pull them 
off. If you should meet with such things, you most 
hear them with much raeeknes?, much silence, great 
self-abasement, and a di?position to forgive tbe worst 
ofallyoTir persecutors, " Being defamed, yon must 
entreat." Be well pleased if you can redeem any op- 
portunities to do good. Be ready to do good even to 
those from whom 3^ou suffer evil. And when you 
have done nl! the 2:0 od in ypur powers account your- 
self well paid if you escape as well as the crane di.l 
from the wolf; If 3'^ou are not punished for what vou 
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*JVon bonus est qui non ad invidiam vsqve- hcmis rsf. 
t O quantitin est venaium superbieej' quod non potest nisi 
TPneno ciirati. 
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do. In short, be insensible of any merit in your per- 
formances. Lie in the du^t, and be willing that both 
God and man should lay you there. Endeavour to 
reconcile your mind to indignities. Entertain them 
with all the calmness and temper imaginable. Be 
content that thre^ hundred in Sparta should be pre- 
ferred before you. When envious men can fix upon 
you no Other blemish, they v^^ill say of you, as they 
said of Cyprian, that you are a proud man, because you 
do not jog on in their heavy road of slothfuloess. 
Bear this also, with a still more profound humili ty.^ 
It is the last effort usually made by the dying '^ pride 
of life," to bear the charge of pride with impatience. 
Ye useful men, your acceptance with your Saviour, 
and with God through him, and your recompense ia 
the world to come, are to carry you cheerfully through 
all your " essays" at usefulnes. To be " reprobate 
for every good work" is a character from which it will 
be the wisdom of all men to fly, with the greatest 
dread imaginable. And to be " always abounding in 
the work of the Lord" is the truest and highest 
wisdom/ It is the ^^ wisdom which /is from above,. 
full of mercy and good fruits." The sluggards who 
do no good in- the world are " wise in their own con- 
ceit;" but the men who are ifliligent in doing g'ood 
can give such a reason for what they do, as proves 
them to be really wise. Men " leave off to be wise," 
when they leave off to " do good." The wisdom of 
it appears in this: it is -the best way of spending our 
time ; that time is well spent which is employed in 
doing good. It is also a sure and pleasant way ef- 
fectually to bespeak the blessings of God on ourselves. 
"Who so likely to find blsesings as the men that are 
blessings ! It has been said, *' He, who lives well, al- 
ways prays."* And I will add, " He, who acts well,, 
prays well."t Every action we perform for the king- 
dom of God, is, in effect,«a prayer for the blessing of 
God. While we are at work for God, certainly he 
will be at work for us and ours. He will do for us 
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* Qwi bene vivit^ semper orai. 
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far more than we have done for him ; "more than we 
can ask or think." There is a voice in every good 
action : it is this ; ^^ O do 'good unto those that are 
good." Thus my Bonijacuts again sustains the name 
of Benedictus also : Yea, and there may be this more 
particular effect of what we do ; while we employ our 
invention for the interests of God, it is very probable 
that we shall sharpen it for our own. We shall be- 
come the more wise for ourselves, because we have 
been " wise to do good." - And of the man who U 
compared to a " tree that brings forth fruit," we read,, 
*' Whatsoever he doeth shall prosper." Nor can a 
man take a readier way to " live joyfully all the days 
of the life of his vanity, which God hath givea him 
under the sun :" For, in this case, our life will not be 
thrown away in ''vanity," nor shall we live "in vain." 
lily friend, "Go thy way," and be joyful, " for God 
acceptelh thy works." Our "few and evil" days are 
rendered much less so, by our doing good in every 
one of them, as it rolls over our heads : Yea, the holy 
Spirit of God, who is the quickener of those who " do 
good without ceasing," will also b$ their comforter. 
Every day in which we are active for the kingdom of 
God, will be in some measure a day of Pentecost to 
us; a day of the Holy Spirit's coming upon us. The 
"consolations of God" will not be "small" with the 
man who is full of contrivances for God, and for his 
kingdom. In short, we read, "the vallies are covered 
over with corn; they* shout for joy, they also sing." 
AVe may be in low circumstances, in the valley of 
humiliation, but if we abound in the fruits of weli>do- 
ing:, we shall find this valley " covered over with 
corn." When (his is the case, we shall "shout for 
joy, and also sing." The consciousness of what we 
do, and of w hat v,'e aim to do, will be a " continual 
faast" to u«?. "Our rejoicing is this, the testimony 
of our conscience." "A gooil action is its own re- 
ward.*"* indeed the pleasure that is experienced in 
tie performance of good actions is inexpressible, is 
unparalleled, is argeiical : it is a most retined 
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pleasure, more to be envied thao any sensual gratifi.- 
cation. Pleasure was long since defined, " The re- 
sult of some excellent action.^' This pleasure is a 
sort of holy luxury. Most pitiable are they who will 
contin'ie strangers to it ! 

When the useful man comes to his Nunc dimittis^ 
tlien he, who lived beloved, shall die lamented. It 
shull be witnessed and remembered of him, '^Thathe 
vi^as one who did good in Israel :" — An epitaph, the 
g-lory of which is far beyond that of the most stately 
pyramid. Then the ^calumniators, who once en- 
deavoured to destroy his reputation, shall have nothing 
to reflect upon but the impotence of their own de- 
feated malice. A Thersites will not have a more dis- 
advantageous article in his character than this, That 
lie was an enemy to such a Ulysses. 

But wh^t shall be done for this good man in the 
Heavenly world ? His part and his work in the city of 
Grod are at present incomprehensible to us : but the 
'• kindness," which his God will shew to him in the 
^^•strong city,**' will be truly "marvellous." Austin, 
writing on this subject, exclaimed, " How great will 
be the felicity of that city, where no evil will be seen, 
no good concealed."* The attempts which the Chris- 
tian has made to fill this world with " righteous 
tilings" are so many tokens for good to him, that he 
shall have a portion in that world wherein shall dwell 
nothing but " righteousness." He will be introduced 
into that world, with a sentence from the mouth of 
the glorious Jesus, which will be worth ten thousand 
-worlds : — " Well done, good and faithful servant !" 
And, O ! what shall be done for him ! He has done 
what he could for the honour of the King of heaven ; 
and every thing shall be done for him that can be done 
for one whom the King of heaven " delighteth to 
honour." 

I will give you the whole summed up in one word :.. 
** Mercy and truth shall be to them that devise good." 
Ye children of God, there is a character of " mercy 
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and troth" in all the good that you devise. Yoo devise 
how to deal mercifolly and truly with every one, and to 
induce every one to do so too. And the Mercy and 
truth of God, which are forever engagied on your be- 
half, will suffer you in this life to " lack no good 
thing," and will hereafter do you good beyond what 
the heart of man can' yet conceive. A faithful God 
has promised it — "The mouth of the Lord hath spok- 
en it." 

I remember what Calvin said when the order for 
his banishment from ungrateful' Geneva was brought 
to him : " Most assuredly, if I had merely served 
man, this would have been a poor recompense : bat 
it is my happiness that I have served Him who never 
fails to reward his servants to the full extent of his 
promise."* 

I will conclude with a declaration which I will bold- 
Fy maintain : It is this : Were a man able to write 
in seven languages ; could he daily converse with 
the sweets of all. the liberal sciences to whjch the most 
accomplished men make pretensions ; were he to 
entertain himself with all ancient and modern history ; 
and could he feast continually on the curiosities which 
the different branches .of learning may discover to 
him: — all this would not afford the ravishing. satis- 
faction which he might find in relieving the distresses 
of a poor miserable neighbour; nor would it bear any 
comparison with the heartfelt delight which he might 
obtain by doing an extensive service to the kingdom 
of our great Saviour in the world, or by exerting his 
efforts to 'redress the miseries under which mankind 
is generally languishing. 

* Certe n hominibus servivissem^ mala mihi mercesper- 
iolveretur : sed bene est^ quod ei inservivi qui nunqitam non 
tervis suis rependit^ quod semel promisit 
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